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Dear Community Friend,

As a successful business person, have you ever thought to yourself that the 
first place you might have picked up your business and life skills was at a  
playground? The truth is some of our very skills that we use in the business 
world are initially acquired at the park. Tools like negotiating, teamwork,  
taking turns, listening, following directions, creative innovation, and more are  
mastered competencies that you use every day and were once formed at a 
playground. 

However, for more than 10,500 families in DuPage County who have a 
family member living with Autism or other developmental or physical 
disabilities, visiting a park is often avoided due to the overwhelming  
barriers found in traditional settings. 

You can change this by supporting the Play For All Playground & Garden 
Foundation’s 2014 Annual Appeal.

Research has shown that these children can greatly benefit from the early intervention of playground and garden settings. As 
such, in an order to provide the therapeutic and recreational benefits of outdoor play, the Play For All Playground & Garden 
Foundation developed a vision for the Sensory Garden Playground facility that is currently under Phase I construction in 
DuPage County in the southern part of Danada Forest Preserve.

PLAYGROUND & GARDEN FOUNDATION

The Mission of the Play For All Playground & Garden Foundation is to create barrier-free and universally accessible outdoor play 
spaces and gardens in DuPage County. Through the cognitive, social, and physical values of play, the Foundation will promote a spirt 
of inclusion, enhance the quality of life, as well as support involvement in recreation and wellness activities for all people and abilities.
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Sensory Garden Playground at Danada South



With the help of professionals and caregivers, children can experience a facility design that integrates a mix of “just right”  
adventures that unites each of us together on a journey through our senses. They can smell the herbs in the Fragrance  
Garden area, hear the sound of friends playing on large drums and chimes in the Sound Garden, the feeling of soaring through 
the air on a variety of swings, and see families uniting together and encouraging cooperative, side-by-side play. And lastly, 
every visitor will have the capacity to engage their sense of imagination and create as only they can. 

The Sensory Garden Playground is a $2.5M project that has a little bit of something for all of us, including:

• Age-appropriate Playground Areas • Sound & Fragrance Gardens
• Accessible Tree House & Sports Field • Water Play Area
• Paved Walking Paths • Exercise Stations
• Sensory-engaging Art Walk Area • Shade, Water Fountains, Shelter Areas
• Adaptive Swings & Playground Equipment • And More!

Pledges and donations for the first phase of the project have allowed us to build the 3-5 year old playground, sound garden, 
fragrance garden, and central gathering area. Together with your help, we can help build phase two of the Sensory Garden 
Playground project. 

OUR GOAL IS TO RAISE $290,000. 
WILL YOU HELP? 

Please make your tax-deductible gift and allow for the future business leaders 
in the world to get their best start with equal access to play. Every gift makes 
a difference. 

Thank you for your support and for celebrating the spirit of inclusion.

Happy Holidays,

Michael J. Benard
Foundation President

To learn more about each of the phases and our current partners and corporate supporters, 
please visit dupagesensoryplay.org or call Sarah O’Donnell at 630-510-4986.
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