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*Christopher Arndt’s much loved photo-paintings are a creative blend of original 

photography and digital oil painting. His work covers a wide variety of subjects, 

including: custom home portraits, scenes throughout DuPage County, scenes of 

Door County, and landmarks of Chicago. He calls Wheaton, IL home and contin-

ues to transform the ordinary into the extraordinary. Learn more at 

www.ChristopherArndtImages.com. 

 

Mr. Arndt’s work is available in the Museum Gift Shop including the DuPage 

County Historical Museum postcard. 

Cover Images: 

Postcard Illustration of the DuPage County Historical Museum, 2016. 

Image By: Christopher Arndt*  

 

Daniel Goodwin of Inland Real Estate Group, INC. presenting a $200,000 donation to the DuPage County 

Historical Museum Foundation for the roof replacement project, 2015. 

Image By: Wheaton Park District (WPD) Staff. 

 

Jedi Engineering with LEGOs Summer Camp, Museum Auditorium, 2015.   
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Introduction 
DuPage County Historical Museum (DCHM) functions as the 

only institution dedicated to the collection, preservation and 

interpretation of the material culture documenting the county 

of DuPage, Illinois. The collections represent artifacts 

collected by the DuPage County Historical Society since 

1929 as well as artifacts collected by the Museum since its 

founding in 1965.  Services offered at the DuPage County 

Historical Museum include historically-based exhibitions, 

educational programs, birthday parties, archival 

reproductions, research assistance, guided tours, and venue 

rentals. The DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation, 

the 501(c)(3) organization that raises money for the Museum, 

provides special events and fundraisers throughout the year as 

well. 

 

The DuPage County Historical Museum is located in 

downtown Wheaton, at the center of the city. Wheaton serves 

as county seat and is one of the more than 30 communities 

within DuPage County. The Museum draws visitors from 

DuPage and neighboring counties.   

 

The Museum is open Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm, and 

Saturday-Sunday from 12:00pm to 4:00pm for a total of 48 

hours per week.    

 

Mission Statement 
The DuPage County Historical Museum is operated as a 

facility of Wheaton Park District, owned by the County of 

DuPage by resolution of the County Board pursuant to state 

statute. Its principal purposes are to educate the general 

public through the collection, preservation, interpretation, and 

exhibition of materials which document the history of 

DuPage County and its relationship to Illinois and the nation, 

and to provide local history services for historical 

organizations and for scholarly endeavors. 

 

Visitor Data 
Visitor attendance is tracked on a daily basis by Museum 

Assistants. In 2015, the Museum served 6,913 visitors, up 4% 

from 2014. The data in the graphs on page 4 reflects visitor 

attendance from January 2015 through December 2015; 

comparisons to previous years are displayed in the graph on 

page 5. 

 

 

 
 

2015 Visitors 

6,913 

 

2015 Total Reach 

29,434 

 

Total Outreach 

19,077 

 

Total Museum 

Donations 

$16,208.64 

 

 
Landscape Workshop for Children 

in April. Image by Museum Staff. 

 

 
Beyond Glee caroling at the Annual 

Museum Guild Bazaar. Image by 

Museum Staff. 
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The above graph shows the percentage of visitors from cities in DuPage County, the state of Illinois, other 

states and countries during 2015.  
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Visitors Across the United States 

 

In 2015, the Museum had visitors from 40 states as shown below, as well as 21 countries. 

 

 
 

 
The above graph depicts visitation counts by month for 2011 – 2015.  These numbers do not reflect 

participants in guided tours, programs, special events, or private rentals. Museum visitors increased 4% in 

2015. 
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Financial Summary 
DuPage County Historical Museum continues to focus on earned revenue opportunities. In 2015, 

increases were seen in Educational Programs, Facility Rentals, and Shop Sales. The Museum continued to 

offer the very popular LEGO®, Train, and Dinosaur Camps.  

 

The County of DuPage owns the Museum building and the artifact collection. The County contributes a 

portion of the Museum budget in the sum of $130,000 per fiscal year to pay for staff salaries. This 

amount, combined with the grants and visitor donations, accounts for 81% of the Museum operating 

budget. The County also contributes towards certain capital expenses and larger building maintenance 

projects.  

 

In terms of expenses, significant decreases were seen in Supplies, as Museum staff strived for greater 

efficiency of current resources. Full Time Salaries and Training expenses were both significantly lower in 

2015. Contractual expenses increased as we expanded our camp program and Santa Express event 

offerings. 

 

 

   

Research and 

Printing,  $1,000, 1% 

Educational 

Programs,  $27,473, 

15% 

Birthday Parties,  

$2,060, 1% 

Special Events,  

$230, 0% 

Facility Rentals,  

$1,610, 1% 

Shop Sales,   

$2,327, 1% 

County Support, 

Grants, and 

Donations,  

$148,718, 81% 

Earned Revenue 2015 
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Operating Budget Comparison* 
 

 

Description 2015 Actual 2014 Actual 2013 Actual 2012 Actual 

 

  

  Sponsorships-Special Events 0 300.00 525.00 122.00 

Ed. Programs/ Research 30,533.00 24,573.00 10,850.66 17,614.60 

Special Events 230.00 698.00 430.00 0.00 

Facility Rentals 1,610.00 1,545.00 5,980.00 4,600.00 

Shop Sales 2,327.31 1,925.28 2,073.20 1,858.98 

County Support, Grants & Donations 148,718.64 146,600.05 143,560.13 137,517.37 

     

Revenue Sub Totals: 183,418.95 175,641.33 163,418.99 161,712.95 

     

FT Administrative Salaries 76,986.10 89,490.98 95,715.17 93,689.01 

Part Time Non Exempt 16,343.35 13,339.40 12,266.42 10,528.47 

 
  

  Contractual-Education & Collection 15,911.66 13,821.44 10,294.17 13,527.30 

Life Insurance 174.60 135.74 115.31 113.36 

Employer Health Insurance 29,899.62 23,906.48 26,702.43 25,992.31 

IS and T Services 6,665.56 5,390.56 5,475.62 7,452.31 

Utilities 9,151.13 8,433.60 7,320.27 5,918.77 

 

  

  Supplies 6,359.50 15,480.49 14,537.48 10,726.87 

IS and T Supplies 2,884.70 2,049.63 1,344.51 2,245.85 

 

  

  Marketing 2,949.60 2,362.04 2,428.53 2,581.09 

Fundraising Expenses 180.50 224.40 0 0 

Mileage Travel Reimbursement 538.48 101.46 1,236.40 1,205.62 

Dues and Subscriptions 535.00 626.33 739.00 738.30 

Training 1,108.76 2,430.20 718.50 324.50 

 

  

  Capital Expense-Computers 0 419.91 173.08 781.16 

 

  

  Expense Sub Totals: $169,688.56 $178,212.66 $179,066.89 $175,824.92 

     

Revenue Totals: $183,418.95 $175,641.33 $163,418.99 $161,712.95 

Net Totals: $13,730.39 ($2,571.33) ($15,647.90) ($14,111.97) 
  

 

*All 2015 calculations are preliminary and will be confirmed through a professional annual audit.  
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Education 
The Museum provides events, programs, tours, and 

presentations to audiences of all ages. These events explore 

people, places, and events that shaped DuPage County.  

 

Total educational revenue in 2015 was $27,473.00 which was 

an increase of 18% from last year (2014: $23,270.90). Staff 

utilized the final portion of a DuPage Foundation grant to 

fund the Inheriting DuPage lecture and event series. The total 

expense for all events and programs was $12,884.41. The 

profit margin for educational programs was 53%. 

 

Museum Events 
The Museum held 31 events in 2015 (Appendix 1). The 

Museum Manager & Educator facilitated several programs to 

reduce expenses. The Museum also collaborated with local 

organizations, including College of DuPage, DuPage County 

Historical Society, the Forest Preserve District of DuPage 

County, and the DuPage County Genealogical Society to 

provide engaging events at little or no cost to the public. 

Total fees for presenters in 2015 were $2,345, with $2,000 

reimbursed from the DuPage Foundation grant and ALA 

Lincoln grants. 

 

Santa Express 
The Museum hosted five Santa Express trips in December.  

Staff organized the trip from Wheaton to the “North Pole.” 

Children in pajamas enjoyed milk and cookies, while staff 

sang carols and read stories. Santa made a special appearance 

and visited with each family. This program netted a profit of 

$6,827.53 (compared to 2014: $5,933). Combined enrollment 

for the five trips was 562.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Santa Express, 2015. Photo by Museum Staff. 

 

Birthday Parties 
Birthday parties are priced at $150 for 10 children with 

additional children costing $5 each. In 2015, 11 birthday 

parties were held at the Museum (seven held in 2014), with 

total revenue $2,060. Expenses totaled $355.54, making the 

profit margin 83%.   

 
Chris Vallillo performing Abraham 

Lincoln in Song, May 15. Image by 

Museum Staff. 

 

Educational Revenue 

$27,473 

 

Educational Reach 

2,049 

 

31 Events 

36 Tours/Programs 

11 Birthdays 

6 Camps 

= 

84 Total Offerings 
 

 

Museum 

Events 
Events Attendees 

Adult 

Events 
18 626 

Family & 

Children’s 

Events 

13 715 

Total 31 1,341 
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Presentations 
In 2015, Museum staff presented at five events. This new 

program allows outside organizations to hire Museum 

professionals for educational presentations about DuPage 

County. Presentations brought in $550 in 2015. 

 

Camps 
DCHM offers two types of camps—LEGO camps facilitated 

by an outside contractor and camps facilitated by staff. In 

2015, the Museum offered seven camps with 92 attendees. 

Camps netted $5,396, a profit margin of 37%.  

 

Guided Tours, School, and Scout Programs 
Basic guided tours include the building’s history and an 

overview of the changing exhibits. The Museum also offers 

various programs for school and scout groups.  There were 36 

tours and programs conducted in 2015.  The listing of 2015 

tour groups can be found in Appendix 1. 

 

 

 

11% 

3% 

8% 

3% 

3% 

8% 

3% 

17% 
3% 

41% 

Group Locations of Tours 

& School/Scout Programs 

Surrounding Counties Carol Stream

Downers Grove Elmhurst

Glen Ellyn Lisle

Naperville Unknown

West Chicago Wheaton

Camp Attendees 

Super Hero 

LEGO 10 

Train 8 

Mine Craft 

LEGO 28 

Dinosaur  9 

Jedi LEGO 37 

Total 92 
 

 
Curious George visiting Train 

Camp. Image by Museum Staff. 

 

 
Dinosaur Detectives Camp. 

Image by Museum Staff. 
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Collection 
Collection Status  
The Museum cares for over 20,000 three-dimensional objects 

and 165 linear feet of photographs, letters, newspapers, 

scrapbooks, maps, and other primary sources of archives.  

 

In 2015, staff digitized information for over 36,000 items into 

the PastPerfect museum software and began photographing 

the 3D artifacts. The digitization process allows for better 

efficiency in locating artifacts for research, exhibit, and loan 

purposes; and is critical for continued expansion of the 

Museum’s collections. This process continues in 2016 as 

more detailed information is added to the database. 

 

The Curator began a complete inventory of the collection. 

This process needs to be completed every ten years according 

to the American Alliance of Museum’s (AAM) Standards. 

 

Also in 2015, DuPage County Historical Museum focused on 

cataloging and accessioning pending donations and continued 

the temporary hold on all new potential donations. The 

Museum processed more than 70 individual donations and 

acquired over 3,000 artifacts for the permanent, research, and 

education collections. In January 2016, the Museum removed 

the temporary hold on incoming donations as staff processed 

most of the pending donations.   

 

Museum staff continues processing the Patricia Torode 

Vaillancourt Woodstrup Collection, the largest single 

donation the Museum has received to date. Approximately 

40% of the approximately 5,000 piece collection has been 

processed and digitization of the artifacts began in 2015.  

 

Museum Research 
The Museum assists students, organizations, historians, 

museums, and the general public with research of DuPage 

County history. County residents are offered a half hour of 

complimentary research. After the initial 30 minutes, patrons 

are given an update on the information found. If more 

research is necessary the Museum charges a fee of $25 per 

hour. This is comparable to local museums. 

 

In 2015, the Museum received 88 research requests, which 

was an increase of 22% compared to 2014. Topics for 

research requests included the Jesse Wheaton house, any 

leads on the last Civil War veteran buried in DuPage County, 

as well as the Potawatomi held at Churchill Woods in 1830 

before their removal west of the Mississippi. 

 

 
Collection piece. Image by Larry 

Kmiecik. 

 

Accessioned Artifacts 

in 2015: 

1,040  
 

Research Revenue 
2012 $275 

2013 $603 

2014 $232 

2015 $1,000 

 

Research Requests 
2012 91 

2013 85 

2014 72 

2015 88 

 

 
Inheriting DuPage exhibit. Image by 

WPD Staff. 
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Exhibits 
The Curator created an exhibit schedule for changing exhibits through 2022. The schedule includes three 

exhibit spaces with up to four new exhibits per year. A fourth exhibit space in the Auditorium will be 

utilized as needed.  
  

Permanent Exhibits 
The Museum brainstormed ideas for the permanent exhibit renovation. Plans are being drawn and 

discussions will begin soon on developing a timeline with all parties involved. Work on this exhibit is 

expected to begin in the next five years. 
 

Changing Exhibits  
The award-winning exhibit, Inheriting DuPage: A Family History, celebrating the County’s 175

th
 

anniversary, was on display through September 2015. The exhibit featured nearly 200 artifacts from the 

5,000 piece, Patricia Torode Vaillancourt Woodstrup Collection.  

 

In October 2015, the Museum opened Wedding Traditions Unveiled, which charts the history of courtship 

rituals and wedding traditions from the Victorian Era through the 1950s. The exhibit focuses on artifacts 

from DuPage County while showing the origin of traditions and how they have evolved over time. 

 

Institutional Stewardship: Accreditation 
DCHM continues to work towards accreditation, utilizing the American Association of State and Local 

History StEPs program to identify and correct challenges. See Appendix 2 for current accreditation 

requirements. Staff has identified several tasks to prepare for accreditation listed below; the Museum 

expects to apply for accreditation within five years.  
 

 Repair the building’s outdated roof (completed Spring 2016) 

 Update Museum policies including building a new Business Plan and Strategic Plan (in progress) 

 Establish a timeline and fundraising plan for updating the Museum’s permanent exhibit  

 Complete an inventory of the Museum’s existing collections (in progress)  

 Digitize the Museum’s collection (in progress) 

 Completion of StEPs program, a voluntary training program for accreditation (in progress) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Only 1,033 of 35,000 museums nation-wide are accredited.  

 
1.
 Naper Settlement and the Morton Arboretum are the only museums 

from DuPage County that are accredited as of the most recent statistics in March 2014.  

County 

Number of 

Accredited Museums 

Cook 16 

DuPage 2 

Lake 1 

McLean 1 

Peoria 1 

Springfield 4 

Champaign 3 

Coles 1 

Jackson 1 

Total 30 

Annual Budget 

% of Accredited 

Museum 

$350,000 and under 8% 

$350,000 to $499,999 6% 

$500,000 to $999,999 18% 

$1,000,000 to $2.9M 30% 

$3M to $4.9M 12% 

$5M to $14.9M 17% 

$15M and over 10% 

Budget for Museums Accredited by the AAM
1
 

 

Museums Accredited in Illinois
1
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Facility Rentals 
In 2015, the Museum acted as host to various organizations 

and individual events throughout the community. The 

Museum utilized a number of sources to increase awareness 

of facility rentals including:  

 

 Museum website 

 Wheaton Park District website 

 Wheaton Park District rental brochure 

 DuPage County Historical Museum rack card 

 Rental specific websites 

 Social media 

 Downtown Wheaton light pole banner 

 

The Museum Auditorium houses many of our programs, 

school and Scout visits, and birthday parties. It provides 

meeting space for programs and events within the Wheaton 

Park District including bid openings, committee meetings, 

special facility department meetings, marketing and 

development meetings, special events planning meetings, 

finance meetings, Foundation meetings, staff meetings, and 

more. The space is also utilized by our partner organization, 

the DuPage Historical Museum Guild.  In 2015, the Museum 

Auditorium hosted 40 meetings related to district activity. 

 

 

           

 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. Image by Museum Staff.  

 
Museum Rental for Private Event. Image 
by Museum Staff. 

 

Total Rental 

Revenue 2015: 

$1,610.00 
 

The following organizations 

were hosted at the Museum 

through rentals or partnered 

events in 2015: 

 

Organization Attendees 

Reindeer Run* 1,200 

DuPage County 

Historical Society 27 

Keffer Financial 

Planning 58 

Wheaton Lions 

Club* 60 

Outreach 

Community 

Ministries* 50 

Total 1,395 

*Denotes estimated numbers 

 

 
Intern Brian Failing presenting 

Postcard History, March 21. Image 

by Museum Staff 
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Grants* 
 In February, the Museum received an award from the 

Illinois Humanities Council Road Scholar Speakers 

Bureau to cover speaker’s fees for Brian Fox Ellis’ 

Lincoln’s Walt Whitman event in May. Paying Mr. Ellis 

directly, the award saved the Museum $700-$1,000. 

 Intern Brian Failing, received the Graduate School 

Research/Creativity Award from the Council on Graduate 

Studies of Eastern Illinois University for his research 

Postcards of DuPage County: A Digital Collection of the 

Past. A grant of $700 assisted with research costs and 

purchased PastPerfect Online for the Museum. 

 In November, DCHM received $2,500 from the DuPage 

Foundation’s Community Needs Grant: Cleve E. Carney 

Fund to support the Fun Unplugged exhibit in 2016. 

 Also in November 2015, the Museum received a $1,000 

operations grant from the History DuPage Fund of the 

DuPage Foundation and the Shebik Family, for 2016. 

 In December, the Museum received an unrestricted grant 

for $5,500 from the Conrad and Doris Brassine 

Charitable Fund of the DuPage Foundation in 2016. 

 Robert McCormick Foundation invited DCHM to 

participate in the “Community Trees” Program at 

Cantigny Park. The Museum received $2,500 for 

participating in the program. 

 In October, a generous donor Daniel Goodwin of Inland 

Real Estate donated $200,000 to help pay for a new roof 

for the Museum building. 

 

Awards 
 The Museum applied for the highly competitive AASLH 

Leadership in History Award for the Inheriting DuPage: 

A Family History exhibit. While the Museum was not 

chosen as the winner, the Museum was a National 

Finalist, which is a significant achievement. Only one 

Museum from the state of Illinois was awarded this year. 

 The Illinois Association of Museums (IAM) awarded the 

Museum with two awards this year: An Award of 

Excellence for the Inheriting DuPage: A Family History 

exhibit, calling it “A unique way to experience, learn and 

celebrate the 175
th
 anniversary of the founding of DuPage 

County.” The Museum volunteer organization: the 

DuPage Society of Model Engineers was also recognized 

with a Gold Award for 50 years of service to the 

Museum. Two members have served with the group since 

the train moved into the Museum in 1965. 

 

*See Appendix 3. 

 
Curator Ashley Downing 

accepting the DuPage Foundation 

Community Needs Grant. Image 

by DuPage Foundation. 

 

 
 

 
DCHM’s “12 Decades of 

Christmas” community tree 

at McCormick Mansion.  

Image by Museum Staff.  

 

2015 Grants 

Awarded for: 

2015: $4,200 

2016: $9,000 
 

 
 

 
Manager & Educator Michelle 

Podkowa accepting the IAM 

awards. Image by IAM.  



14  

 

 

Personnel 
Wheaton Park District Administration 
The Museum building also functions as the Administrative 

Office for Wheaton Park District. Museum Assistants serve 

in an administrative capacity, processing registrations, ticket 

sales, and citizen concerns for the District. Staff also 

processes registrations for Special Facility events such as 

Taste of Wheaton, Fourth of July Parade, Brew Fest, and 

others. Staff assists the District in many capacities. 

 

Staff Development   
All staff is CPR/AED certified through the Park District 

Safety Manager. Staff also takes yearly online training 

through Wheaton Park District’s insurance company. The 

Museum continued their partnership with Giant Steps for 

yearly Autism-friendly certification trainings. The Museum 

Curator attended the Campbell Center for two classes: 

training on label writing and archival collections care. The 

Museum Manager and Educator attended the Illinois 

Association of Museum’s Annual Conference.  

 

Interns 
The Museum hosts interns regularly. Each intern completes 

210 hours and earns credit towards a degree (Appendix 4). 

 

Brian Failing researched and digitized the Museum’s 

postcard collection for an online exhibition. Brian also 

drafted a docent manual and edited the volunteer manual.  

 

Colleen Filipek accessioned, cataloged, and photographed 

artifacts. She inventoried balcony and auditorium storage and 

researched Wedding Traditions Unveiled.  

 

Andrea Martinez began her internship in 2014, and finished 

in spring 2015. Andrea helped the Museum catalog an 

anonymous collection and facilitate educational programs.  

 

Debra Smetana translated French letters and worked on 

accessioning artifacts into the collection. 

 

Dan Will accessioned and rehoused artifacts, inventoried 

stage storage, created condition reports for Wedding 

Traditions Unveiled, and researched for From Flame to 

Fluorescent. Dan also assisted with educational programs. 

 

Amelia Winston redesigned the Girl and Boy Scout programs 

to work towards badges. She also helped with educational 

programming, field trips, tours, birthday parties, and events. 

 
Museum Guild members. Image 

by WPD Staff. 

 

2015 Hours 

Museum Guild-700  
 

DPSME-460  
 

Volunteers-772  
 

Interns-1,245.5  
 

Total Hours 

3,177.5 

 

Total Value 

$78,611.35 
 

 
DPSME member John Nolan. 

Image by Museum Staff.  

 
*Volunteer calculations estimated using 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics data, 
indexed by Independent Sector of 

$24.74/hour. 

http://independentsector.org/volunteer_ti
me#sthash.ZYNKe0gY.dpbs  

http://independentsector.org/volunteer_time#sthash.ZYNKe0gY.dpbs
http://independentsector.org/volunteer_time#sthash.ZYNKe0gY.dpbs
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Volunteers 
Volunteers work in the areas of collections management, 

archival research, exhibit development, visitor services, 

educational programming, special events, and marketing. The 

volunteers provide the Museum with invaluable services and 

tremendous dedication. The Museum’s volunteers contributed 

more than 772 hours of service in 2015.  

 

The Museum’s two volunteer organizations, the Museum 

Guild and the DuPage Society of Model Engineers (DPSME), 

have offered the Museum support for 32 and 50 years 

respectively. The Guild, founded in 1983, raises money for 

the Museum each year at the Holiday Bazaar. Each year they 

sponsor a project or two with their yearly donation. 

 

DPSME partnered with the Museum in 1965.  Members 

installed and maintain the HO model railroad, generously 

running it for families on select Saturdays. DPSME was 

honored by the IAM for its 50
th
 anniversary.  

 

What Our Stakeholders Say… 
“Ashley and Michelle have been huge mentors to me this past 

year. Their passion for telling our county’s history shows in 

all they do. I am glad to have been part of their team.” ~Brian 

Failing, Intern 

 

“Quiet morning [at DCHM]! My boys loved the model trains 

and interactive play room.” ~Rachel Clare, Visitor 

 

“Thank you for the informative tour of the “Inheriting 

DuPage” exhibit that you led for our P.E.O. group…I 

received many positive comments from the rest of the group, 

who found the tour very interesting.” ~Carole Zoeller, Visitor 

 

"It's [the Museum] so incredible. We knew this museum was 

where we wanted it [their family collection]." ~Wendi 

Woodstrup, Collection Donor 

 

“Thank you for your kindness to my grandson, Jonas, and 

myself when we visited the Museum…Jonas went home and 

told his mom and dad about seeing the Union flags, uniforms 

and trains.”  ~Glenn Rowe, Visitor 

 

“The DCHM is both a fun and rewarding place to volunteer. 

Over the years, the staff, interns, and other volunteers have 

been wonderful to work with. Volunteering at the museum 

has given me a greater understanding and appreciation for the 

history of DuPage County.” ~Emily McCafferty, Volunteer  

DCHM would like to thank 

all of our wonderful 2015 

volunteers for their 

dedication to the Museum: 

 

Forest Andrews 

Norman Brockmeier 

Melody Coleman 

Louise Coutre 

Brian Failing 

Colleen Filipek 

Grace Gathman 

Peggy Goddeau 

Roberta Goehmann 

Irina Gorbunova-Ford 

Jean Gieraltowski 

Jerry Gieraltowski 

Barbara Graves 

Carol Hagemann 

Matthias Joireman 

John Kelly 

Larry Kmiecik 

Andrea Martinez 

Emily McCafferty 

Karen McCulloch 

Nancy Morris 

Jackie Niemeyer 

John Nolan 

Cheryl Nurse 

Craig Passley 

Liz Robertson 

Tom Schneider 

Ashley Serwas 

Ruth Sjostrand 

Debra Smetana 

Clare Sokolowski 

Rose Mary Stelter 

William Stroner 

Eileen Trescott 

Mary Udelhofen 

Ken Valentine 

Joseph Ward  

Keith Ward 

Jennifer Warner 

Brandon West 

Dan Will 

Karin Wulf-Jaeger 
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Marketing  
Public awareness of the DuPage County Historical Museum 

increased in 2015. Marketing focused its efforts on 

distributing regular e-newsletters, displaying signage and 

posters around town, keeping the website up to date, 

promoting current and upcoming exhibits and events through 

the Wheaton Park District (WPD) program guide and 

website, and by posting relevant and engaging information on 

the Museum’s Facebook page. A complete marketing collage 

and feature articles are available in Appendix 5. 

 

In 2015, the Museum hosted two temporary exhibits—

Lincoln:  The Constitution and The Civil War and Wedding 

Traditions Unveiled. Both exhibits featured unique 

workshops and programs and opportunities for the public 

involvement. WDCB Radio interviewed Museum staff for 

both of these exhibits in 2015. 

 

Wedding Traditions Unveiled invited local couples to share 

their wedding photos. More than 30 couples participated and 

the Museum showcased the photos in the auditorium for the 

duration of the exhibit. Both exhibits were announced to local 

media through press releases and several print and online 

media outlets reprinted the information for their readers. 

 

The Museum also served as a host site for the Lincoln Marsh:  

The Knowable Mystery art exhibit project during the month 

of June. As a host site, DCHM displayed one of the paintings 

and featured the catalogues in the gift shop. Twelve books 

were sold with the proceeds going to the Lincoln Marsh. 

 

Focus on advertising for seasonal and annual events included 

summer camps, scout/school programs, train Saturdays, 

rentals and the new Explorers Club kids membership 

program. 

 

The Museum continues to participate in WPD events which 

include Taste of Wheaton, Shakespeare in the Park, Week of 

the Young Child, Summer Camp Open House, Create 

Discover Play Day, Brewfest, and the Reindeer Run. 

 

Marketing focuses on press releases, feature articles, print 

advertisements, e-marketing, exhibit logo creation, social 

media and digital marketing. Digital marketing included 

advertisements on targeted websites such as 

familytimemagazine.com, wheatonpatch.com, 

oakleesguide.com, and chicagofun.com, which link directly 

back to the Museum website. 

 

 
ALA traveling exhibit Lincoln: The 

Constitution and The Civil War at 

DCHM. Image by WPD Staff. 

 

dupagemuseum.org 

16,000 visitors 
 

Facebook  

651 Likes 
 

Twitter 

404 Followers 
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The marketing and development staff collaborate on a regular basis to identify and seek potential 

sponsors for various Museum and Foundation events. Those sponsors have provided monetary support 

and/or product donations for events such as the Santa Express Train, Casino Night, and Wedding 

Traditions Unveiled.   

 

The Museum website, dupagemuseum.org, continues to see an increase in visitors.  In 2015, more than 

16,000 people visited the website which is an increase of 5% from 2014.  The following pages showed the 

most growth in 2015: membership, birthdays, appeal, foundation, rentals, and the Museum Guild. 

 

Social Media 
Museum and marketing staff cooperatively 

maintain Facebook and Twitter accounts. Both 

social media platforms are updated several times 

per week. Posts focus on programs, exhibits, and 

events at the Museum, as well as historical 

topics, facility closures, and other important 

information. 

 

In 2015, the Museum and Foundation boosted 

two posts on Facebook. This advertising feature 

will be explored in 2016 to market special 

events. An additional emphasis to engage page 

visitors in discussions and encourage them to 

ask questions and leave comments will be 

further developed. The charts below describe 

statistics from the Museum’s Facebook and 

Twitter accounts. 

 

 

 

 

Facebook 

Year Posts Total “Likes” Average Views/ Post Highest # to see a post 

2012 84 213 48 297 

2013 94 329 63 378 

2014 221 471 243† 11,636† 

2015 341 651 114† 2,891† 

† This data includes “Boosted” posts. This feature “boosts” a post to the top of followers’ News Feed, 

making it more likely that followers will view the post. 

 

Twitter 

Year 
Total “Tweets” 

(Posts) 

Total 

Followers 

2012 130 80 

2013 100 195 

2014 34 278 

2015 150 404 

In 2015, the Museum participated in the  #ThisPlaceMatters Selfie 

Challenge on social media. Image by Museum Staff. 
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DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation 
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

recognized by the State of Illinois. The Foundation's primary 

function is to raise funds to support the Museum’s mission of 

educating the general public through the collection, 

preservation, interpretation, and exhibition of materials which 

document the history of DuPage County and its relationship 

to Illinois and the nation, and to provide local history services 

for historical organizations and scholarly endeavors. The 

foundation meets once a month at the Museum to strategize 

and set goals for the future.   

 

The Foundation works closely with the Development 

Director, Museum staff, and Park District staff, with the goal 

to solicit corporate and individual donations and coordinate 

fundraising events. These initiatives include: 

 

Casino Night takes place at the Museum in March each year, 

and boasts approximately 150 guests. This event typically 

raises $10,000 or more per year. 

 

Shakespeare in the Park is a partnership event with 

Wheaton College Arena Theater at Memorial Park during the 

month of August. The Museum is the named beneficiary of 

the event proceeds. In 2015, the Theater performed A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

 

On Par for DuPage Golf Outing is held at Arrowhead Golf 

Club. It features an Oktoberfest theme in October every year.  

The Museum partners with People’s Resource Center and 

generates close to $20,000 each year. 

 

The Annual Membership Program offers unique benefits 

such as discounts on research requests, programs, and events. 

The Foundation continues to grow its adult and children 

membership numbers. New in 2015, the Explorers Club, a 

membership for kids, provides access to a members-only 

event each year and a private viewing on specific train 

Saturdays.  

 

Each November, the Museum designs an end of year appeal 

message to reach thousands of individuals.  In 2015, the 

Museum received $3,255. 

 

In 2015, the Museum was the recipient of a $200,000 

corporate donation for the roof replacement. The construction 

began in 2015 and expected to be complete in early 2016.  

 
Casino Night. Image by WPD Staff. 

 

 
Shakespeare in the Park play A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream. Image 

by WPD Staff. 

 

2015 Foundation  
Scott Shorney, President 

Mike Benard, Secretary 

Amy Grant, Treasurer 

Mike Fortner 

Bob Jacobsen 

Susan Janowiak 

Don Puchalski 

David Thiel 
 

 
On Par for DuPage Golf Outing. 

Image by WPD Staff. 
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DCHM Foundation Budget Comparison* 
DCHM Foundation raised an estimated $286,278.63 with net revenue of $224,160.24 in 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*All 2015 calculations are preliminary and will be confirmed through a professional annual audit.  

 

Description 2015 Actual 2014 Actual 2013 Actual 2012 Actual 

Special Events  0 0 3,339.00 0 

Music and Lecture n/a n/a 1,108.00 2,316.00 

CSADA n/a 5,433.00 6,529.00 6,405.00 

On Par for DuPage Golf  40,133.13** 39,756.25** 43,464.00** n/a 

Hope & History n/a 34,675.00 n/a n/a 

Casino Night 11,174.20 14,126.59 11,623.05 10,740.00 

Annual Appeal 3,255.00 4,540.00 3,930.00 4,315.00.00 

Sponsorships-Special Events 625.00 175.00 12,000.00 0 

Gift Shop Sales 25.00 100.00 4,309.80 0 

Grants and Donations 226,062.04+ 34,248.55 15,850.88 772.76 

Auction/Raffle proceeds 4,370.00 0 1,555.00 1,897.19 

Foundation Memberships 529.62 486.21 712.39 866.37 

Miscellaneous Income 104.64 0 0 0 

Revenue Sub Totals: $286,278.63 $133,540.60 $104,421.12 $29,812.32 

     

Music and Lecture n/a 162.50 3,385.61 2,944.70 

CSADA n/a 1,890.11 1,624.35 1,302.00 

On Par for DuPage Golf 0 0 10,514.60 n/a 

Hope & History n/a 28,165.49 n/a n/a 

Casino Night 4,972.36 7,262.60 2,789.41 3,693.32 

Annual Appeal 0 1,456.82 1,942.85 3,070.89 

Contractual-Other 9,922.61 9,181.20 269.00 26,451.29 

Salary Reimbursement 22,455.36 35,134.77 29,130.24 19,923.17 

Credit Card Processing Fees 294.44 881.53 733.26 205.98 

Entertainment 600.00 600.00 600.00 0 

Printing 1,852.72 2,897.42 1,794.67 0 

Supplies 3,115.33 11,672.10 9,401.60 6,285.18 

Board Expenses 15.82 87.39 1,712.57 560.75 

Fundraising Expenses 180.00 0 0 1,500.00 

Operating Donations Made 11,901.05 15,703.23 12,372.77 0 

Capital Donation to WPD 0 5,000.00 0 0 

Audit 2,625.00 2,500.00 0 0 

Dues and Subscriptions 25.00 375.00 125.00 25.00 

Advertising and Publicity 0 445.00 716.23 55.00 

Postage 983.78 884.69 2,472.59 0 

Membership 0 0 0 0 

In-Kind Services 2,725.00 3,175.00 0 0 

Prizes and Giveaways 449.92 617.39 0 0 

Expense Sub Totals: $62,118.39 $128,092.24 $79,584.75 $63,321.45 

Fund Revenue Sub Totals: $286,278.63 $133,540.60 $106,798.07 $29,812.32 

Report Totals: $224,160.24 $5,448.36 $24,836.37 ($33,509.13) 

**Indicates the inclusion of revenues collected directly by PRC for event. 

+Includes Inland’s $200,000 donation for the roof project. Project will be paid for in 2016 fiscal year. 
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Appendix 



Educational Tour and Program Groups 
Group/Organization Type Program Location 
Timothy Christian High School School Tour of  “Inheriting DuPage” Elmhurst 
Belmont Villages Adult Tour of  “Inheriting DuPage” Carol Stream 
Classical Conversations School Living History: Butter and Seeds Wheaton 
Atria Senior Living Adult Tour of  “Inheriting DuPage” Glen Ellyn 
Wolf Cub Scouts Scout Museum Detectives & Tour Wheaton 
Daisy Girl Scouts Scouts Daisy Tea Party Lisle 
Boy Scout Troup 73 Scouts Tour Wheaton 
The Montessori School School Living History: Butter & Quilts Englewood 
Girl Scouts Scout Daisy and the Girl Scouts Wheaton 
Philanthropic Education Organization Adult Tour of “Inheriting DuPage” Exhibit Downers Grove 
Private Tour Adult Tour Downers Grove 
Junior Girl Scouts Scout G.S. Traditions & Badges Through the Years  Windy City Miata Car Club Adult Tour Lisle 
Cub Scout Den 4 Whittier Elementary Scout Tour Wheaton 
Junior Girl Scouts Scout Social Butterfly Tea Party  Scouts Scout Tour  Tiger Cubs, Pack 335 Scouts Local History Program & Tour Wheaton 
Kensington School School Living History: Seeds Wheaton 
Washington School School Tour Wheaton 
Lincoln Elementary Exploremore Day School Living History: Calligraphy & Seeds Wheaton 
Cantigny Foundation Adult Tour Wheaton 
Girl Scout Program Scout Daisy & the Girl Scouts, G.S. Celebration Downers Grove 
The Muff Family Family Architectural Walking Tour  Brookdale Assisted Living Adult Tour of  “Inheriting DuPage” Lisle 
Islamic Center of Wheaton Camp Timeless Toys, Scavenger Hunt, Walking Tour Wheaton 
WAYS Field Trip Camp Tour & DPSME Presentation West Chicago 
Tabor Hills Supported Livng Adult Tour Naperville 
Red Oak Nature Center Adult Tour Batavia 
Brownies Scout Girl Scout Celebration Wheaton 
Wheaton Women's Department Club Adult Tour of “Wedding Traditions Unveiled” Wheaton 
Brownies Girl Scouts Scout Girl Scout Celebration Wheaton 
St Jude School Joliet School Harvest Day: Calligraphy Joliet 
Wheaton College School Drawing Class Wheaton 
Family Tour Family Tour and Architectural Walking Tour  LEAF Homeschool Group School Living History: Tin Punching Aurora 
High school students Students Tour  Museum Guild Adult Tour  
Family Tour Family Tour  

 
Educational Programming 2015 
• 33nd Annual Guild Bazaar 
• Abraham Lincoln in Song  
• Chicago Suburban Preservation Alliance meeting with 

Wheaton Historic Commission 
• Civil War Detectives Workshop 
• Eastland Disaster with DuPage County Genealogical 

Society 
• Fischer Farm Tour with Bensenville Park District 
• Fullersburg Woods Tour with the Forest Preserve 

District of DuPage County 
• Golden Age of Radio with DuPage County Historical 

Society 
• Inside “Inheriting DuPage” Exhibit  
• Landscape Workshop  
• McDowell Woods Hike with Forest Preserve of 

DuPage County 

• Pearls and Cuffs: Making Wedding Accessories 
Workshop 

• Postcard History Lecture  
• Prairie Tour (2) with College of DuPage 
• Preservation Week Architectural Walking Tour  
• Preserving Your Family History with College of 

DuPage 
• Santa Express (5) 
• Victorian Craft Day 
• Victorian Valentines (2) 
• Walt Whitman's Lincoln 
• Week of the Young Child: Museum Explorers 
• Wheaton Wedding Walk with Downtown Wheaton 

Association 
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A Guide to the First-Time Accreditation Process 
 

After several years of listening to the field through surveys, interviews, and convenings, a new, 
streamlined first-time accreditation process has been created. 

• Through a combination of policy, process, and technology changes, the time needed to complete an 
accreditation review has been reduced by 50% or more. 

• More emphasis is being put on institutional impact and less on process/policy. 

• The Self-Study has gone paperless. 

However, there has been no dilution of the standards, and the core architecture of a Self-Study, a site visit 
by peers, and review by the Accreditation Commission remains. 
 
Application 
• The online application is short and collects enough information to help the Alliance staff determine if the 

museum is eligible and ready for accreditation.  
• There is no application fee. 
• Before the museum can apply, it must have taken the Pledge of Excellence and successfully completed 

the Core Documents Verification Program. 

The Self-Study 
• Is comprised of the following sections and is completed entirely online: 

 

o Organizational Data – Simple demographic questions, such as museum type, governance, 
budget, and staff size. 

 

o Museum Overview – Questions that gather more detailed information about the museum’s 
mission, collections, and other certifications; and special questions if the museum is (or part of) a 
museum system. 

 

o Operational Data – Questions that gather detailed data on finances, facilities, human resources, 
attendance, and types of collections. 

 

o Educational Role – Questions about how interpretive content is developed, and how the museum 
carries out its educational role, does research, and evaluates impact and success. 

 

o Public Service Role – Questions about what the museum knows (and how) about the people it 
serves, and how it reflects/serves its community and audiences. 

 

o Collections Stewardship Role – Questions cover all areas of collections management, including 
accessioning/deaccessioning and loan practices, environmental conditions and controls, accountability 
measures, documentation, insurance, and conservation/preservation. 

 

o Planning – Questions address the museum’s near-term planning processes and its preparedness 
for the long-term future, and how it defines and measures success 

 

o Organizational Heath – Questions on governance, financial stability, staff, security and 
emergency planning; and questions that show the museum operates in an accountable and 
transparent manner. 

 

o Wrap-Up -- An accredited museum is more than the sum of its parts. Here the museum is asked 
to summarize why it is important, to whom, and how it makes a difference. 

o Attachments – A list of documents to upload: 8 required; 2 if applicable; 4 optional. 
 

o Help – Definitions, resources, information on standards, and guidance on how to answer selected 
questions. 

 

• A review fee, based on the museum’s Alliance membership status, is due at the time of submission.  Tier 3 
Members receive a significant discount. 
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The Site Visit 
• Site visits will happen only during three periods of the year, and will be pre-assigned based on your 

museum’s Self-Study due date (see the chart below). 
• With this approach you will know far in advance the six-week window when your site visit will occur so you 

can plan accordingly. You will work with your peer reviewers to set the exact dates of the 2-3 day site visit. 

• You will have the chance to vet a list of potential peer reviewers; the Alliance staff will select both team 

members. 
 
Schedule 

 

Applications 
Reviewed 

Begin Self-
Study  

Self-Study Due Site Visit Commission Review 

June July January July 15 - Aug 30 October 
October November May Nov 1 - Dec 15 February 
February March September March 1 – April 15 June 

 
• The time from the Self-Study’s submission to the Commission’s decision will be about 11-16 months, barring 

any issues you need to remedy during the process. (See below for a detailed timeline.) 
• Once accredited, accredited status will expire in ten years. Exceptions to this are: 

o In select cases the Commission may designate a shorter award period due to concerns. 
o Requests (from the museum) for extensions to the Self-Study due date or site visit period will be 

approved only in rare cases due to highly unusual extenuating circumstances. Any such extension time 
granted will be deducted from the museum’s next 10-year accreditation period. 

 
Tips for Preparing for Accreditation 
• Get informed about the process and the standards! 

o Talk to your colleagues at other accredited museums, or who do accreditation site visits, about their 
experiences with accreditation 

o Review information on the Alliance website 
o Review the eligibility criteria to determine if your museum can participate 
o Review the Characteristics of Excellence online 
o Read the publication, “National Standards and Best Practices for U.S. Museums”…and share it with the 

staff and governing authority 

• Take the Pledge of Excellence. 
• Gain support and commitment from your staff and governing body to seek accreditation. 

• Undertake some type of formal assessment to get feedback on operations (e.g., Museum Assessment 
Program, Conservation Assessment Program, a consultant). . . and implement the recommendations before 
applying for accreditation. 

• Revisit your mission and assess if it still accurately aligns with current operations. 

• Build in accreditation preparation steps into your institutional plan. 

• Allocate time, resources, capacity (human and financial) you will need to support the accreditation process. 
Build this into the strategic plan. 

• Self-assess, and develop or improve, as needed, your Core Documents using online Alliance 
Resource Guides. Then apply for Core Documents Verification—successful completion of this program is a 
pre-requisite for applying for accreditation. 

• Review the list of Self-Study attachments to determine what other documents your museum is missing 
and if any need to be developed or updated. 
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Accreditation Timeline 
 

PRE-REQUISITE: TAKE THE PLEDGE OF EXCELLENCE Click a box or send an email 

PRE-REQUISITE: COMPLETE CORE DOCUMENTS VERIFICATION 2 months for Alliance review 
once all documents submitted* 

 
THE ACCREDITATION PROCESS 

 

TIME for this 
phase 
(months) 

CUMULATIVE 
TIME for the 

review* (months) 

APPLICATION 
• Once all Core Documents are verified, Museum submits application online. 

• Application reviewed. 

• If accepted, the online Self-Study link is shared and a due date is assigned (6 months). 

2 (weeks) 2 (weeks) 

SELF-STUDY 
• Museum spends up to 6 months completing online questionnaire and uploading 

documents. 

• Museum submits all materials by assigned due date. 
• Alliance staff does thorough review of materials for completeness. 

• In 1 month, museum receives review results (Self- Study Review Checklist). 

• Museum responds to any requests for clarification or information, and/or submits any 
missing documents within 1 month. 

• Program staff determine whether or not the museum is ready for a site visit. 

8 8 ½ 

SITE VISIT 

• Process begins when museum submits Self-Study (Site Visit and Self-Study phases run 
concurrent for two months). 

• Museum receives list of potential Peer Reviewers to approve; museum returns list 
within 1 week. 

• Accreditation Program staff makes requests to two of the approved individuals to serve 
as the site visit team (the Visiting Committee). 

• The Visiting Committee coordinates with museum to set visit date within the pre- 
assigned six-week window. 

• Museum prepares for site visit. 

• Visit occurs. 

• Visiting Committee writes and submits report to Accreditation Commission. 

• Museum placed on pre-assigned Commission meeting agenda. 

2-4 10-12 

ACCREDITATION COMMISSION REVIEW & DECISION 

• Accreditation Commission reviews Self-Study and Visiting Committee report. 
• Commission grants or denies accreditation, or tables its decision for up to 1 year so 

museum can address specific concerns. 
• Museum receives decision letter and a copy of the Visiting Committee report. 

• When accreditation is granted, the next Self-Study due date is stated in the decision 
letter. Accreditation is granted for 10 years (shorter terms of 5 years are sometimes 
applied instead). 

1-4 11-16 

 
* Times given are approximate and do not factor in additional time the museum must take to remedy incomplete items throughout the process or 

tabling actions by the Commission at final decision stage. 
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1. A “How-To” Sheet created by our Communications Manager, Carlos Velazquez, along 
with templates for a press release and media calendar listing.  

2. Program artwork to include in print and online materials. 
3. Digital versions of the IHC logo. You must include our logo in any and all promotion. 
 

The IHC suggests using the following statement to indicate our support: 
 

The Illinois Humanities Council [IHC] is supported in part by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) and the Illinois General Assembly [through the Illinois Arts 
Council, a state agency], as well as by contributions from individuals, foundations and 
corporations. 
 

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed by speakers, program 
participants, or audiences do not necessarily reflect those of the NEH, the IHC, our 
partnering organizations or our funders 
 

Also, the IHC should be acknowledged in the introduction of the speaker. 
 

3. Re-confirm with your speaker.  
 

Two weeks before your program, remember to call your IHC Road Scholar speaker to re-
confirm the date, time and location of the program, along with any other necessary 
logistics. It is always helpful if you can provide your speaker with information on 
accommodations in the area, including hotel/lodging and restaurants. Of course, we love 
for our scholars to feel at home in your town. If anyone in your community is willing to 
host a Road Scholar in their home, we’d be very appreciative. The money we’d be saving on 
lodging can help fund additional events around the state. 

 

4. Copy and distribute audience profile surveys.  
 

Please copy and distribute the enclosed audience profile survey to all participants and 
audience members. Failure to submit surveys with your final report may result in denial of 
future programs. 
 

5. Return surveys and final report.  
 

After your program has taken place, complete and return the final report form to the IHC 
by 6/28/2015. Failure to submit the final report and its accompanying documents by this 
date may result in denial of future programs.  

  
The IHC congratulates you on the receipt of this grant and is delighted to have the opportunity 
to work with you in providing this public humanities program to your community.  
 

Sincerely,  

 
Angel Ysaguirre 

Executive Director  
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January 6, 2015 
 
Brian Failing 
Historical Administration 
Eastern Illinois University 
 
Dear Mr. Failing: 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that your research project titled, Postcards of DuPage County: A Digital 

Collection of the Past has been selected by the Awards Committee of the Council on Graduate Studies to 
receive a Fall 2014 Graduate School Research/Creative Activity Award.  Congratulations on your 
achievement and that of your faculty mentor, Dr. Terry Barnhart. The $700 award for the project will be 
transferred to your departmental account for use to support the proposed research budget.  Please 
have someone from the department contact Lana Beasley, 581-7490 or libeasley@eiu.edu at the 
Graduate School for further information concerning this transfer.  
 
Formal recognition of your achievement will occur at the Distinguished Graduate Student Awards 
Ceremony during Graduate Exposition week; this year’s ceremony is Thursday, April 9, 2015.  You will also 
be featured in the 2014 Graduate Journal of Scholarship.  Lori Henderson in the Graduate School will be 
in touch with you to schedule a photograph at a later date. I encourage you to share your research with 
the EIU community during Graduate Expo week either by exhibiting a poster during the awards ceremony 
or scheduling a presentation during the week. Members of the Graduate Student Advisory Council and 
staff of the Graduate School will be contacting you regarding those opportunities.  
 
I look forward to extending my personal congratulations the day of the ceremony and I applaud your 
scholarship 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert M. Augustine, Ph.D. 
Dean 
 
c:   Dr. Terry Barnhart, Mentor and Graduate Coordinator 
 Dr. Anita Shelton, Department Chair 
 Mr. Glenn Hild, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
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November 20, 2015 
 
Ms. Michelle Podkowa 
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation 
102 E. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
 
Dear Michelle, 
 
Congratulations!  I am pleased to inform you that the DuPage Foundation Board of Trustees, at its November 19, 2015 
Board Meeting, approved a grant to your organization in the amount of $2,500.  This grant, made upon recommendation 
from the Grant Committee, is to be used to support the Fun Unplugged exhibit that will educate children and adults about 
the history of play in DuPage County through artifacts, interactive stations, and special programming and was made 
possible with the earnings from the Cleve E. Carney Fund. 
 
Please review, sign and upload the grant agreement to your account by Wednesday, December 9.  The terms and 
conditions outlined in the agreement must be met in order for you to receive your grant check and to be eligible to apply 
for future grants.  If there are changes in your organization that would affect your ability to carry out the program for which 
this grant was made, please notify me as soon as possible. 
 
We will be distributing grant checks and recognizing this cycle’s grant recipients at our Holiday Open House on 
Wednesday, December 16 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the DuPage Foundation, 3000 Woodcreek Dr., Suite 310 Downers 
Grove, and look forward to seeing you there.  You are welcome to invite a member of your board or staff to join us in this 
celebration.  Please RSVP to Elizabeth DiNovis at (630) 598-5295 or elizabeth@dupagefoundation.org  with the names 
of the attendees from your organization.   
 
At the conclusion of your grant or by November 1, 2016, whichever occurs first, you will be required to complete a final 
report.  The final report is an opportunity for your organization to reflect upon the challenges and successes you have 
experienced related to this grant and will provide the DuPage Foundation with valuable information to evaluate the impact 
of our grantmaking in the community.  The final report form is available at Final Report Forms under the Community 
Needs section.  
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, thank you for all you do to improve the quality of life for the residents of DuPage 
County.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Barb Szczepaniak 
Director of Programs  
 
P.S.  A media release and photo will be sent to you after the Holiday Open House.  In the meantime, please share the 
news about your grant on social media and don’t forget to tag the DuPage Foundation. 
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November 27, 2015 

Ms. Michelle Podkowa 
Museum Educator 
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation 
1 02 E. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Dear Ms. Podkowa: 

DuPagel.~ 
Foundation I 

3000 Woodcreek Dr., Suite 310 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515-5408 

p 630.665 5556 
f 630.598.5276 

d upagefou ndation .org 

At the suggestion of the Shebik family, a $1,000 grant is being awarded to DuPage County Historical Museum 
Foundation from the History DuPage Fund, a donor-advised fund of The DuPage Community Foundation, 
d/b/a the DuPage Foundation. The grant is to fund operations and must be used within 12 months of the 

i issue date. 

Officers 
Stephen M. Burt 

Chair 

Denice A. Gierach 
Vice Chair 

Ernest J. Mrozek 
Secretary 

Charles B. McKenna 
Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 
Betsy K. Brosnan 

Phillip R. Cabrera 

Lamounte Coleman 

Marilyn K. Gaston 

William M. Giffin 

Christopher M. Jane , 

William J. Kennedy 

Mary Kay Kluge 

Richard W. Kuhn 

Bruce K. Lee 

Daniel Maguire 

Charles G. Mueller 

Nathaniel P. Wasson 

Joyce A. Webb 

Joseph L. Weidenbach 

President 
David M. McGowan 

If you publicize this grant, please list it as a donation from the History DuPage Fund of the DuPage 
Foundation. 

Please sign and return this letter to indicate 1) that there have been no changes in your organization's IRS 

status, 2) your agreement to the terms of the grant, and 3) that all funds will be spent for charitable 

purposes. 

In addition, your organization confirms 1) that this grant does not fulfill the payment of any pledge or other 

financial obligation, 2) that no goods or services of value will be provided to the donor or to the Foundation 

as stipulated by Internal Revenue Service regulations and our agreement with the donor, and 3) that, in 

compliance with Executive Order 13224 and the Patriot Act, no funds provided by the DuPage Foundation 

will be used to support terrorist activity nor to promote or engage in violence, terrorism, or bigotry. 

On behalf of the Sheblk family and the DuPage Foundation Board of Trustees, I am pleased to forward this 
grant and hope it will further your mission. If you have any questions regarding this gram, please feel free to 
call me. 

Sincerely, 

.;tbJ;fff~ 
Barb Szczepaniak 

Director of Programs 

Enclosure 
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Officers 
Stephen M. Burt 

Chair 

Denice A. Gierach 
Vice Chair 

Ernest J. Mrozek 
Secretary 

Charles B. McKenna 
Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 
Betsy K. Brosnan 

Phillip R. Cabrera 

Lamounte Coleman 

Marilyn K. Gaston 

William M. Giffin 

Christopher M. Jane 

William J. Kennedy 

Mary Kay Kluge 

Richard W. Kuhn 

Bruce K. Lee 

Daniel Maguire 

Charles G. Mueller 

Nathaniel P. Wasson 

December 23, 2015 

Ms. Michelle Podkowa 
Museum Educator 
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation 
1 02 E. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Dear Michelle: 

DuPage ~ 
Foundation I 

3000 Wood creek Dr., Suite 310 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515-5408 

p 630.665.5556 
f 630.598.5276 

dupagefoundation.org 

At the suggestion of the donor-advisor, a $5,500 grant is being awarded to the DuPage County Historical 
Museum Foundation from the Conrad and Doris Brassine Charitable Fund, a donor-advised fund of The 
DuPage Community Foundation, d/b/a the DuPage Foundation. The grant is unrestricted and must be used 
within 12 months of the issue date. 

If you publicize this grant, please list it as a donation from the Conrad and Doris Brassine Charitable 
Fund of the DuPage Foundation. 

Please sign and return this letter to indicate 1) that there have been no changes in your organization's IRS 
status, 2) your agreement to the terms of the grant, and 3) that all funds will be spent for charitable 

purposes. 

In addition, your organization confirms 1) that this grant does not fulfill the payment of any pledge or other 

financial obligation, 2) that no goods or services of value will be provided to the donor or to the Foundation 
as stipulated by Internal Revenue Service regulations and our agreement with the donor, and 3) that, in 
compliance with Executive Order 13224 and the Patriot Act, no funds provided by the DuPage Foundation 

will be used to support terrorist activity nor to promote or engage in violence, terrorism, or bigotry. 

On behalf of the donor-advisor and the DuPage Foundation Board of Trustees, I am pleased to forward this 
grant and hope it will further your mission. If you have any questions regarding this grant, please feel free to 
caiime. 

Sincerely, 
-" ) 

S~.L ____ n~ 
Barb Szcze~&t/ 
Director of Programs 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of your check for $5,500 and agree to the terms of the grant. 

Joyce A. Webb Enclosure 

Joseph L. Weidenbach 

President 
David M. McGowan 
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AASLH 
American Association 
for State and Local History 

May 15, 2015 

Ms. Mychal Brown 
The DuPage County Historical Museum 
102 E. Wesley St. 
Wheaton, IL 60187 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

1717 Church Street 
Nashvil le, TN 37203-2991 
Phone: 615/ 320-3203 
Fax: 615/ 327-9013 
membership@aaslh.org 
www.aaslh.org 

Thank you for submitting a nomination for the Inheriting DuPage: A Fami!y History exhibit and associated 
programming to the 2015 AASLH Leadership in History Awards Program. The committee reviewed 
over 100 wonderful nominations this year and was quite impressed with the strength of the 
nominations and the impact America's history institutions are making in their communities. 

I regret to inform you that your nomination was not chosen as an award winner this year. To be a 
national fmalist is a testimony to the fme work of your nomination. We very much appreciate your 
participation in this program and the fme work you are doing in the field of state and local hist01y. 

The committee appreciated that the project provides training for families who want to research their 
family history. They felt, however, that the exhibit needed to include more viewpoints to provide 
perspective for the narrative. 

I would like to extend a personal invitation to attend the 2015 AASLH Annual Meeting in Louisville, 
KY, on September 16-20. The meeting is a wonderful place to meet your colleagues in state and 
local history. The numerous sessions, workshops, tours, and evening events also provide excellent 
opportunities for professional development. 

Should you have any questions regarding the nomination, please contact your state awards chair, 
Jeanne Schultz Angel (illinoismuseums@gmail.com), or your regional awards chair, Jason Crabill 
Gcrabill@ohiohistory.org). 

On behalf of the officers, Council, staff, and membership of AASLH, I offer my sincere thanks for 
your excellent work to make the past meaningful to all Americans. Thank you for your participation 
in the Leadership in History Awards program. We look fotward to working with you again in the 
future. 

Joh1. 
President and CEO 

YOUR HOME FOR STATE AND LOCAL HISTORY 
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August 19, 2015 

 

DuPage Society of Model Engineers 

102 E Wesley Ave 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

Attn:  Mychal Brown 

 

Dear Ms. Brown, 

 

Congratulations!  The DuPage Society of Model Engineers will be recognized with a Gold Award on its 50th 

anniversary by the Illinois Association of Museums. 

 

The Illinois Association of Museums will present this award during our Annual Fall Conference, September 

24-25, 2015.  The presentation will be at the awards dinner Friday, September 25, 6:00pm – 9:00pm at the 

Trutter Museum in Springfield.  IAM is extending the early bird dinner rate of $45.00 each for two members 

of your staff.   

 

We hope you and members of your organization will attend this exciting conference and join us to 

celebrate Illinois museums and their accomplishments.  Registration forms are available at the IAM 

website, http://www.illinoismuseums.org/inspire/annual-conference/  

 

Please RSVP your dinner attendance by September 1 to IAM Board and Awards Committee members, 

Claudia Dent, Wabash County Museum, Board President, ctdant@frontier.com  

or 

Jeff Woodard, McLean County Historical Museum, Director of Marketing & Community Relations 

jwoodard@mchistory.org  

 

 

Again, congratulations, and we look forward to seeing you in Springfield.   

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Pamela I. Rohleder 

Awards Chairperson 

 

Illinois Association of Museums 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 

Springfield, IL 62701   
www.illinoismuseums.org 

HPA.IAM@illinios.gov  
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August 19, 2015 

 

DuPage County Historical Museum 

102 E Wesley Ave 

Wheaton, IL 60187  

Attn:  Mychal Brown 

  

Dear Ms.  Brown 

  

Congratulations, the DuPage County Historical Museum’s “Inheriting DuPage: A Family History” has been 

recognized with an Award of Excellence in the Exhibit’s category.  The reviewers commended the 

museum on focusing on one family and telling the generational stories using the large collections of 

artifacts from one of its descendants. It is a unique way to experience, learn and celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of the founding of DuPage County. 

 

The Illinois Association of Museums will present this award during our Annual Fall Conference, September 

24-25, 2015.  The presentation will be at the awards dinner Friday, September 25, 6:00pm – 9:00pm at the 

Trutter Museum in Springfield.  IAM is extending the early bird dinner rate of $45.00 each for two members 

of your staff.   

 

We hope you and members of your organization will attend this exciting conference and join us to 

celebrate Illinois museums and their accomplishments.  Registration forms are available at the IAM 

website, http://www.illinoismuseums.org/inspire/annual-conference/  

 

Please RSVP your dinner attendance by September 1 to IAM Board and Awards Committee members, 

Claudia Dent, Wabash County Museum, Board President, ctdant@frontier.com  

or 

Jeff Woodard, McLean County Historical Museum, Director of Marketing & Community Relations 

jwoodard@mchistory.org  

 

 

Again, congratulations, and we look forward to seeing you in Springfield.   

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Pamela I. Rohleder 

Awards Chairperson 

 

Illinois Association of Museums 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 

Springfield, IL 62701   
www.illinoismuseums.org 

HPA.IAM@illinios.gov  
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Museum Intern and Volunteer Hours 
 

 

Intern Name Semester Hours 
Brian Failing Fall 390 
Colleen Filipek Spring 141.5 
Andrea Martinez Spring 51.5 
Debra Smetana Summer 48.5 
Dan Will Summer 400 
Amelia Winston Summer-Fall 214 
Total   1,245.5 

 

 

 

 
Volunteer Name Year 

Started 
2015 

Hours 
   Melody Coleman 2014 85.5 
Brian Failing 2015 24.5 
Peggy Goddeau 2015 12.25 
Irina Gorbunova-Ford 2014 24.5 
Jean Gieraltowski 2000 43.25 
Jerry Gieraltowski 2004 43.25 
Matthias Joireman 2015 60 
John Kelly (approx.) 2014 15 
Larry Kmiecik 2015 28.5 
Emily McCafferty 2012 110.25 
Nancy Morris 2010 81 
Jackie Niemeyer 2015 6.5 
Craig Passley 2014 92 
Ashley Serwas 2015 18 
Clare Sokolowski 2014 33 
Jennifer Warner 2012 20.25 
Brandon West 2015 49 
Joseph Ward 2015 24.5 
Totals  771.25 
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Print

Discover & Explore
with the DuPage County Historical Museum

Current Changing Exhibit: 

Inheriting DuPage: A Family History
Open through September 7, 2015

Learn about the founding era of the county through an in-depth 

look at the immigration and settlement stories of several 

Victorian Craft Day
Saturday, July 11 | 1-3P | Ages 4-18 | DuPage County Historical Museum | FREE Event

Enjoy a day of Victorian crafts! Create a quilt square, learn needlepoint, or design a Victorian greeting 

Preserving Your Family History: An Archival Workshop 
Thursday, July 23 | 7P | All ages | College of DuPage Library, SRC 2032 

College of DuPage Archivist Jenny Dunbar will share her experiences and demonstrate techniques for the 

Walking Tour of Historic Fischer Farm – Make It a Picnic
Saturday, August 15 | 1P | All ages | Fischer Farm in Bensenville | FREE Event

All Aboard and HO Gauge Model Railroad
Saturdays, July 18, August 15 & 29 | All Ages | 1:30-3:30P

All Aboard detailed layout covering over 2,000 feet of track 

features artifacts and historical information on railroads 

102 E. Wesley Street | Wheaton, IL  | 630.510.4941 | dupagemuseum.org

It’s 
FREE!

32nd Annual 
Museum Guild Bazaar

! e DuPage County Historical Museum will hold its 

32nd Annual Holiday Bazaar this year. A # ne selection of 

handmade ornaments, unique gi$ s, crocheted items, holiday 

decorations, stocking stu% ers, and “Granny’s Attic” will be 

available. Find gi$ s for friends, family, teachers and colleagues. 

! is is the perfect way to start your holiday shopping! 

Saturday, November 14 
10 am until 3 pm 

! e adult chorus, Beyond Glee, will perform holiday carols 

from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Free admission; cost of the items will vary.

102 E. Wesley Street  |  Wheaton, IL  |  630.510.4941  
dupagemuseum.org

2015 Train Schedule

 

 

All Aboard!
 Camps 2015

Look inside for our 

General Information

630.510.4941 for questions 

630.510.4941

Museum Hours…

your county. your history.

Over 100 Years of Courtship, Rituals, and Wedding Traditions in DuPage County

October 17, 2015-July 31, 2016

102 E. Wesley Street, Wheaton IL (Easily accessible from I-355)   

630.510.4941 |  dupagemuseum.org

The DuPage County Historical Museum welcomes visitors to an intimate 
history lesson on the importance of DuPage County. 

• Permanent exhibit on DuPage County history
• HO gauge model railroad of DuPage County landmarks
• Hands-on activities for younger visitors
• Changing exhibits on DuPage County’s rich history 
• Special events space, educational tours, programs, summer camps, and 

private rental space
• Museum Gift Shop

Upcoming Events

October 6, 2015 – On Par for DuPage Golf Outing Event

October 16, 2015 – Wedding Traditions Unveiled Preview Event

November 2015-January 2016 – Holiday Splendor

February, 2016 – Casino Night Event

January 23, 2016 – Wedding Traditions Unveiled Bridal Shower Event

April 9, 2016 – Wedding Traditions Unveiled  Victorian Wedding and 
Formal Dress Sale

Future Exhibits

October 17, 2015 – July 31, 2016—Wedding Traditions Unveiled

February 13, 2016-February 26, 2018 – Fun Unplugged Exhibit Series

September 17, 2016-July 2017 – From Flame to Flourescent

October 2016 – March 2017 – History of Photography

April 2017-October 2017 – Adam’s Memorial Library History

DuPage County Historical Museum is open:

• Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

• Saturday & Sunday, Noon to 4 pm

• Free Admission

Dupage County Historical Museum

Become a part of the our newest membership program and 

discover a whole new side to the DuPage County Historical 

Museum.

JOIN TODAY FOR ONLY $20*

perfect for the young explorer.

Train Saturdays** – The train exhibit 
will stay open one extra hour for 
Explorers Club members in March, 
June, September and December.

LEGO Exhibit** – One hour early 
admission to the popular, semi-annual 

LEGO® exhibit.

Night at the Museum Party** – admission to the Explorers 
Club members-only annual party.

Birthday Party Discounts – 10% off basic birthday party 
packages.

Free Member Gift & ID Card

*Explorers Club membership is valid for one year. Additional 
children in the same household can be added for only $10 per child. 

**Siblings under the age of 2 and parents of Explorers Club 
members also admitted.

To join, register online at dupagemuseum.org or call 630.510.4941. 

102 E. Wesley Street | Wheaton, IL 60187 

d u p a g e m u s e u m . o r g

MEMBERSHIP 

Become a Museum member and help support the only 

museum dedicated to the collection and preservation 

of DuPage County history, and receive the following 

BASIC MEMBERSHIP - $25*

• Free or discounted admission to more than 180 

 museums and historical institutions

• Subscription to Museum e-newsletter

• 30 complimentary minutes of research services

• 10% discount on gift shop purchases & museum 

 programs

• Invitation to museum events

• Member listing in annual report

HISTORIAN MEMBERSHIP - $50*

• 45 complimentary minutes of research services

• 10% discount on birthday party packages

HISTORIAN PLUS MEMBERSHIP - $95*

• 60 minutes complimentary research services

• Guided tour for up to 25 people

• Invitation to members only annual event

• 10% off facility rentals

• Member gift

Lifetime Memberships also available.

*Memberships are valid for one year from the date of 

Register online at dupagemuseum.org 

or call us at 630.510.4941.

102 E. Wesley Street | Wheaton, IL 60187 

d u p a g e m u s e u m . o r g

102 E. Wesley Street | Wheaton, IL 60187 

630.510.4941 |  dupagemuseum.org

Host your next
party or event at the
DuPage County 

Historical Museum

DuPage County Historical 

Museum is a unique space to 

hold your upcoming event. 

The Museum’s Margaret 

Adams Dunton Auditorium 

is available year-round for all 

types of events including, 

but not limited to, lectures, meetings, holiday parties, 

rehearsal dinners, and cocktail events.

Built in 1891, DuPage County Historical Museum offers 

space to accommodate up to 100 guests in an exceptional 

building featuring an exterior of limestone and an interior 

of carved oak. Exhibits are open to all guests during event 

rentals and guided tours are available for an additional fee.

– Events are available weekdays and weekends between the 

hours of 7am and 11pm.

– Monday-Friday, 7am-4:30pm, $120 per hour, 

 $90 per hour**

– Weekday evenings and weekend hours, $200 per hour, 

 $120 per hour**

– Two-hour minimum required

**These indicate rates for non-profi t organizations. Non-profi t 

status must be submitted with completed contract.

Contact us to discuss rental options and to receive a copy 

of our preferred catering list.

Photo by Kyle Schlegel

d u p a g e m u s e u m . o r g

Outdoor Adventures
July 15, 2017-February 26, 2018
Nothing says more about childhood than 
the great outdoors. Those magical moments 
and lasting impressions are recreated in this 
imaginative exhibit.

Little Adults
November 12, 2016-May 29, 2017
Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, 
childhood was seen as a wasteful, unproductive 
stage in life. Learn how everything from army 
figurines to tea sets were creatively used to make 
children grow up faster.

Childhood Memories
February 13, 2016-September 25, 2016 
Enjoy the simplicity of a time where play and 
learning were stimulated without electronics. 
Become absorbed in the delightful innocence 
of DuPage County’s past as you learn about the 
various toys and games of the 19th and 20th century. 

Outdoor Adventures
July 15, 2017-February 26, 2018
Nothing says more about childhood than the great outdoors. 
With creativity sparked by the endless possibility of the open air, 
specific accessories, toys and games helped to create memories 
in the backyard and school playground. Those magical moments 
and lasting impressions of outdoor fun are recreated in this 
imaginative exhibit.

Little Adults
November 12, 2016-May 29, 2017 
Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, childhood was seen 
as a wasteful, unproductive stage in life. Toys and games were 
created to push children into adulthood: miniature versions of 
adult activities taught children rules and expectations of proper 
behavior, etiquette and morals. Learn how everything from 
army figurines to tea sets were creatively used to make children 
grow up faster.

Childhood Memories
February 13, 2016-September 25, 2016 
Rekindle fond memories of childhood glory. Enjoy the simplicity 
of a time where play and learning were stimulated without 
electronics. Become absorbed in the delightful innocence of 
DuPage County’s past as you learn about the various toys and 
games of the 19th and 20th century. 



Signage

All Aboard for

Train Saturdays
Third & Fifth Saturday of each Month

1:30-3:30pm

dupagemuseum.org

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N !

Rent the 

Museum Auditorium
Meetings ~ Celebrations ~ Weddings

dupagemuseum.org
Photo by Kyle Schlegel

GREAT NEWS!
We are getting a 

NEW ROOF!

The Museum will be open

during construction.
 

dupagemuseum.org

dupagemuseum.org

 e Museum Guild’s 

Holiday Bazaar 

is this Saturday!

630.510.4941
dupagemuseum.org

Holiday Bazaar
DuPage County Historical Museum Guild

Saturday | 10A-3P
Ornaments | Wreaths | Gi"s

DuPage African Methodist 
Episcopal Church  

September 16, 1989

August 1972

Hastings Minnesota
1918

Sacred Heart Church 
May 28, 1938

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church 

Hampshire, Illinois
May 17, 2008 Circa 1945

St. Marks 
Episcopal Church
October 11, 1952

Northlake, Illinois
August 8, 1981

November 26 1904

Air Force Chapel
Rome, Italy

December 28, 1970

St. Paul 
Lutheran Church

November 9, 1996

Chicago, Illinois 
April 24, 1952

Hiatt Wedding

Chicago, Illinois 
October 18, 1952

Outdoor 
Adventures
July 15, 2017- 
February 26, 2018

Little Adults
November 12, 2016- 
May 29, 2017 

Childhood 
Memories
February 13, 2016- 
September 25, 2016 



Web & Print Ads

Invitations

Visit the DuPage County Historical Museum 
to see the traveling exhibition 

“Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War” 
from May 13 through June 26. 

With the nation on the brink of Civil War, 
President Lincoln struggled with issues of secession, slavery 

and civil liberties. Lincoln used the Constitution to confront these 
three intertwined crises of war, ultimately reinventing 

the Constitution and the promise of American life.

L I N C O L N
THE CONSTITUTION AND THE CIVIL WAR

Funded by Presented by

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Visit the DuPage County Historical Museum 
to see the traveling exhibition 

“Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War” 
from May 13 through June 26. 

With the nation on the brink of Civil War, 
President Lincoln struggled with issues of secession, slavery 

and civil liberties. Lincoln used the Constitution to confront these 
three intertwined crises of war, ultimately reinventing 

the Constitution and the promise of American life.

L I N C O L N
THE CONSTITUTION AND THE CIVIL WAR

Funded by Presented by

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Please join us at the 

2015 Gatsby Casino Night
benefi ting 

The DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation

Local Celebrity Dealers | Beer & Wine | Appetizers | $50 Charity Chips

Saturday, March 7, 2015 l 7:00pm-10:00pm
DuPage County Historical Museum

102 E. Wesley Street l Wheaton, Illinois

$75 Per Person l $125 Per Couple l $500 Group of Ten
Register online at dupagemuseum.org or return response card by Monday, March 2, 2015.

Questions, please call 630-510-4986 or email RSVP@wheatonparks.org. 
Sponsorship information available online at dupagemuseum.org. 

Gatsby or Cocktail Attire l 21 and Older Event

     Presented by



Eblasts & Social Media
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May 13-June 26
DuPage County Historical Museum | Free Admission

dupagemuseum.org

L I N C O L N
THE CONSTITUTION AND THE CIVIL WAR

Funded by Presented by

Permanent & Changing Exhibits
Summer Camps

HO Gauge Model Railroad
Programs & Events

FREE
ADMISSION

October 17, 2015-July 31, 2016

Over 100 Years of Courtship, 
Rituals, and Wedding Traditions 

in DuPage County







+ 

Museum celebrates founding families with 'Inheriting DuPage' 

Nathanlurz-nlurz@shawmedia.com 

Wendi Woodstrup, daughter of Patricia Torode Vaillancourt Woodstrup, looks over 1\er 
family's collection of artifacts from the 1800s during a July 2 visit to the DuPage County 
Historical Museum. 

KNOW 
MORE . • • 

Glen Ellyn Park District 
Q: How do 1 attract Moo ar ch butt erflies to my garden? 

Plnnting 3jl3rdcn ttun up pons poll inators can be 3 very rcwardinl)task and you don' t 

A 
ha ve 1 have a large gard;,n to make n di ffere nce. The Monarch buuerOy hns cxJ.lcricnccd 

• ~~g!~~~~~~!~n~~~~!.>~~:~~n~~1~b1~~~~~i~~ ·~~~ss~~cl~~nt ry smrt planll ng 

• If you arc looki ng to au r-.c t Monnrchs there is one plant thotyou must include in your 
garden planning: milkw~cd . Monarch buu~rny <4terpillnrs arc picky enters and adult 

Monarch tc mnlcs l.~y their oggs on milkweed as it1sthc only plont larvae will .:at! 

In this arct1, there arc a number ot planl~ you can add to your londscaping which will ottr.lct 
Monarchs. as well as other buucrflie • bees. moths nnd eve n humm ingbirds. Many flowers 
especially nnti c pla nts - nrc a great ource of nectar for udult Monnrchs. 

Choose a spot thnt receives at least six hours of sun a day. which is required by most buucrlly-loving 
plants. When selecting mil kweed, be sure yuu choose one that appropriate for thi_ a.ren. This includes 
Common. Swamp. ar.d Whorled milkweed or the vibrant orange Buucrny Weed. 

In order to aHractadull butterflies, add a mix of annuals and perennials that bloom throughout the 
growing scnson. for example. you may want to include allium or chives (early season). along with 
bee bal m or black-eyed susan for the mid-season, and aster or sedum 
(late season). a 'i GLEN ELLYN 

of these plo.nts can be picked up at your local nursery and ?- PARK DISTRICT 
carry native plants and have knowledgeable staff to www.geparks.org 

By NATHAN LURZ 
nlurz@shawmedia.com 

WHEATON- Thanks to the love 
one woman had for her family's legacy, 
more than 5,000 pieces of century-old 
history are at the DuPage County His
torical Museum. 

Longtime DuPage County resident 
Patricia Torode Vaillancourt Wood
strup, who died in 2003, was passion
ate about her family, daughter Wendi 
Woodstrup said. 

"Family was always important," 
she said. "We always thought of it as 
storytelling. We didn't know the people 
in these photos ... but it wasn't just a 
story. It's a look at how many people 
lived and worked in this area." 

Wendi is one of Patricia's five chil
dren who inherited the thousands of 
photos, clothes and other items large
ly dating back to the middle and late 
1800s. 

The collection highlights the histo
ry of five prominent DuPage County 
families to whom Patricia was related 
-the Torodes, Fullers, Rodgers, Plum
mers and Thurstons- to give a glimpse 
into the lives of the county's early set
tlers. Wendi came to the exhibit, titled 
"Inheriting DuPage: A Family Histo-

ry," last week during a visit from her 
home in Hawaii. 

Museum Assistant Mychal Brown, 
who has been working on the project 
since 2010, said the museum wanted 
to focus on the subject for the coun
ty's !75th anniversary this year, but 
could display only 298 pieces because 
of space restraints. 

The collection proved to be a muse
um coordinator's dream. Most items 
were meticulously labeled with names 
of owners, approximate dates and ex
planations. 

"Most of the work was done for us," 
museum Manager and Educator Mi
chelle Podkowa said. "That really let 
us dive into it even further to put to
gether the story." 

Podkowa said the size and depth of 
the loan was a frrst for the museum. 

Wendi said she and her siblings 
-who all live in the area - have loved 
seeing many items that filled their 
childhood home and attic on display. 

"It's a little overwhelming," she 
said. "It's so incredible. We knew this 
museum was where we wanted it." 

The display runs through Sept. 7 at 
the museum, 102 E. Wesley St. 

For information, visit dupagemuse
um.org. 

Q e What is the difference between a food allergy and 
e a food sensitivity? 

A 
A food allergy is usually an immediate response 

e with a symptom and it comes from an immune 
e response (lgE and lgG immune reactions) 

A food sensitivity is a measure of inflammation 
by the amount seen of white blood CELL swelling. This 
respoose is usually delayed and when you eat that food you 
get a serotooin release which to the brain is "happy chemical" 
and when you don' t you have withdrawal symptoms (craving 
headache, unpleasant feeling) 

ALCAT is a brand offood sensitivities blood 
testing. Some doctors believe 60% of all 
illnesses. Glen Ellyn Pharmacy sells 
ALCAT tests. 

Glen Ellyn Pharmacy 
an Integrative Health Center 

486 Roosevelt Rd.· Glen Ellyn 
630-469-5200 
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," of the few outweigh 
trong with a designated, 
-ngelan 

This is a difficult Issue that is best 
handled by the local school board - not 
by the federal administration in Wash
ington. My guess is that the vast majority 
of taxpayers and parents in District 211 
agree with the decision of the local school 
board. - posted by Mark Taylor 

·and willing breaking the 
o and to segregate them 
fichele Mimi 

DuPage museum 
to get a new roof 

lESY OF 
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Bv RoBERT SANCHEZ 

bsanchez. @daily herald. com 

The 124-year-old building 
in downtown Wheaton that 
houses the DuPage County 
Historical Museum finally is 
getting a new roof, thanks to a 
$200,0000 private donation. 

On Tuesday, it was 
announced the charitable 
arm of the Inland Real Estate 
Group Inc. donated the money 
after a promised state grant fot 
the work failed to materialize 
because of Illinois' budgetary 
problems. 

"I believe in public-private 
partnerships," said Dan Good
win, chairman and CEO of 
the Inland Real Estate Group. 
"I believe that we in business 
must do our share to help the 
county." 

Officials with the Wheaton 
Park District, which operates 
the museLUn, say· the dona
tion makes It passible for the 
roof repairs to start within 
the next week. 'Ihe work Is 
expected to be completed by 
late November. 

"It eases our mind that our 
artifacts are going to be even 
more well protected with a 
roof that doesn't leak," said 
Michelle Podkowa, museum 
manager and educator. ''And 
our building, which we like to 
call om largest artifact, will be 
more protected." 

In 2014, the countywide his· 
torical museum at 102 E. Wes
ley St. was awarded a $600,800 
grant from the state to replace 
its deteriorating asphalt 

shingle roof with historically 
accurate red slate. But the 
county, which owns the build
ing, never got the grant money. 
Goodwin said he learned 
about the museum's leaking 
and damaged roof- and the 
struggle to raise money to fix It 
-dUring a tour hedidJastyear 
of the building. He said the 
first thing he did was suggest 
the museum use a material 
other than slate to fix the roof. 
After taking that advice, offi
cials were able to reduce the 
cost of roof repair to less than 
$300,000. Goodwin said he 
agreed to donate money to the 
project because the museum Is 
part of the county's heritage. 

"This is the legacy that we're 
going to leave behind, n he said, 
"and u:s a wonderful place/' 

Podkowa said new shingles 
on the roof will be red. "So it 
actually will look like the build
ing initially was supposed to," 
she said. 

In addition to replacing the 
roof, other work will include 
exterior repairs and fixing 
water damage that extends 
beyond the roof Itself, offi
cials said, DuPa&e has agreed 
to pay for most of the project's 
total cost, which is estimated at 
$451,000, 

"This is an important build
ing, which deserves to be revi
talized as it houses important 
artifacts and itself serves as 
an important part of our his
tory," county board member 
Amy Grant said. "We are for
tunate this need will not go 
unanswered." 

l I 
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Getting married soon? 
Brides can leam wedding history, see what Wheaton has to offer at Saturday even 

BY JESSICA CILELLA 

jcilella@dailyherald.com 

Brides taking part in the 
Downtown Wheaton Associa
tion's Wedding Walk on Sat
urday might not think hope 
chests, elegant folding fans 
used for flirting and brown 
wedding dresses are in style, 
but all those things took turns 
being all the rage between the 
Victorian era and World War II. 

After doing some planning 
for their modem weddings, the 
brides and anyone interested 
in history are welcome to stop 
by the DuPage County Histor
ical Museum, 102 E. Wesley 
St., for the grand opening cele
bration of a new exhibit called 
Wedding Traditions Unveiled. 

Attendees will have a chance 
to tour the exhibit - which 
will remain open through July 
- enjoy some refreshments 
and chat with Curator Ashley 
Downing from noon to 4 p.m. 

The wedding walk begins at 
AlphaGraphics, 128 N. Main 
St., and runs from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Each bride will receive a 
free goody bag and map of all 
the participating stores, and 
any bride who visits 75 percent 
of the shops will be eligible to 
win one of three gift baskets. 

Registration is free for the 
bride and her "entourage," 
whether that includes her 
mom, her fiance or her brides
maids. Brides can register at 
the door or online before the 
event, at downtownwheaton. 
com. 

"The idea is that they visit 
with all of our businesses down 
here and they get to know what 
restaurants have good spaces 
for rehearsal dinners, they visit 
some of the merchants, like 
flower shops," said Cara Bove, 
administrative and events 
assistant for the Downtown 
Wheaton Assocation. "We, 
want to open their minds, to 
see all that downtown Whea
ton has to offer." 

More than 20 businesses iQ 

SCOTT SANDE RS/ssa n d ers @dailyherald. com 

SCOTT SANDERS/ 
s sanders@' d a i I y her a 1 d. com 

downtown are participating, 
including shops like Moore 
Toys & Gadgets, which might 
offer unique items that could 
be used at a bachelorette party 
or as wedding favors. 

"It's a day for them to target 
a different customer," she said. 
"It's nice to have a focused 
group coming in, so they can 
set up special displays for 
them, offer them special deals 
and coupons and things like 
that." 

Bove said the wecld:lng walk 
and opening of the wedding 
exhibll'1happened by chance." 
To encourage brides to visit the 
exhibit, it has been listed as a 
stop on their map. 

"I think they'll enjoy some 
of the history. It's entertain
ing," Downing said. "We tried 
to showcase how wedding 

Wedding dresses dating to 
the 1860s, above, and historic 
photos, left, are part of a new 
exhibit at the DuPage County 
Historical Museum called 
Wedding Traditions Unveiled. 
The exhibit opens Saturday. 
The Downtown Wheaton 
Association's Wedding Walk 
is also taking place that 
afternoon. 

Watch the video 
llllliiiiiil... Curator Ashley 
._.. Downing discusses 
the DuPage County Historical 
Museum's new exhibit, at 
dailyherald.com/more. 

traditions and courtship 
changed through time." 

The exhibit is split into vari
ous decades, starting in the late 
1800s, where black and white 
photos, detailed marriage 
licenses and the most well-pre
served dresses are on display. 

Aside from admiring the 
artifacts, which also include 
jewelry, headpieces and a cake 
topper, visitors will learn inter
esting facts as they browse the 
cases, including the ways cou
ples would sometimes form 
around the turn of the century. 

"A lot of these people, they'd 
actually do newspaper adver
tisements," Downing said. 
"They would write and say, 
'This is such a great connec
tion, let's get engaged.' So they 
would actually never meet and 
get engaged to a person they 

If you go 

What: Wheaton Wedding Walk 
Where: More than 20 stops in 
downtown Wheaton; starts at 
AlphaGraphics, 128 N. Main 
St. 
When: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 17 
Cost: Free 
Info: downtownwheaton.com 
or (630) 682-0633 
What: Wedding Traditions 
Unveiled 
Where: DuPage County 
Historical Museum 
When: Exhibit preview, 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16; 
exhibit opening, noon to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17 
Cost: $20 per person or $30 
per couple for preview, with 
champagne toast and appetiz
ers; exhibit opening is free 
Info: dupagemuseum.org or 
(630) 510-4941 

met over the newspape~;. The 
newspapers actually started 
ptitting ... varnlng$ out Lnto 
those sections. Then you have 
today' s online dating, where 
it's kind of the same lblng.' 

Several decades later, so ial 
status began to correlate with 
the number of people you 
dated, Downing said. 

"In the 1920s, it became a 
game," she said. "This was 
one of the few periods where 
you're not trying to find some
one to marry, you're just find
ing somebody because you 
wanted to show off to all your 
friends." 

DuPage County resi-
dents are invited to take part 
in the exhibit by submitting 
their wedding photos to the 
museum. Submissions will 
be entered into a drawing to 
win a two-hour rental of the 
museum and an overnight stay 
at a hotel. 
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We're online 
m Facebook: www.facebook. 
•111 com/DailyHeraldFans 

r:J Twitter: @dailyherald 

~ Pinterest: pinterest.com/ 
'li:l thedallyherald/ 

Contact us 
Mail: 4300 Commerce Court, 
Lisle, IL 60532 
General Info: (630) 955-3500 

Customer service 
Home delivery, missing paper: 
(before noon) (847) 427-4333 
Before noon to speak to a rep 
24/7 Automated system available 
Back issues: 
(before 11 a.m.) (847) 427-4405 
Classified: (847) 427-4444; 
class@dailyherald.com 
Any form of Classified Advertising 
can be submitted in person, or 
online at dailyherald.com in our 
classified section. 
Display ads: (847) 427-4624; 
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DuPage Cou"ty Historical Museum Guild hosts Its 32nd annual Holiday Bazaar from 10 to 3 
p.m. Saturday at 1 02 E. Wesley St., Wheaton. Items for sale lnojude homemade Christmas orna· 
ments, wreaths and greenery, scrapbook cards, J'IOtepads, and crochet Items. The vocal group 
Beyond Glee performs from 12;30 to 1 p.m. Free admission. Info: (630) 510·4941 or dUpage 
rr~useum.org. 

Mark your calendar Things to do in DuPage County 

------·----~--· 
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DuPage history museum wins state 
excellence award 

The DuPage County Historical Museum recently won an Award of Excellence for its "Inheriting 
DuPage: A Family History" exhibit.
Daily Herald file photo

By Brett Peto
Wheaton Park District

Some historians say that history is using the past to make sense of the present. The Illinois Association of Museums 
(http://www.illinoismuseums.org/) says the DuPage County Historical Museum is doing an excellent job of that.

The museum association honored the museum's exhibit "Inheriting DuPage: A Family History" with an Award of 
Excellence in September, and also recognized the DuPage Society of Model Engineers 
(http://dupagemuseum.org/model_engineers.htm), which operates a train display at the museum, with a Gold Award for 
its 50 years of service.

"Inheriting DuPage" consisted of 300 objects from the more than 
5,000 artifacts documenting the stories of five of DuPage County's founding families: the Torodes, the Fullers, the 



Rodgers, the Plummers and the Thurstons. The artifacts were preserved by county resident Patricia Torode Vaillancourt 
Woodstrup and donated after she died in 2003.

"A lot of collections and donations to museums do not come in as complete and documented as this one," said 
Michelle Podkowa, museum manager and educator. "They're not as large, they're not as all-inclusive for such a large 
number of family members, and many of them are just a piece here and there of something historically significant."

Mychal Brown, a volunteer in 2010 when she started documenting and cataloging the collection and now hired on as a 
museum assistant, was responsible for much of the exhibit.

"It's the largest donation we've ever received and a lot of it dates back to the early period of DuPage history, so it's very 
exciting," Brown said.

The exhibit's display coincided with the 175th anniversary of the county's founding.

Reviewers for the museum association "commended the museum on focusing on one family and telling the 
generational stories using the large collections of artifacts from one of its descendants," according to a letter 
announcing the award.

"It is a unique way to experience, learn and celebrate the 175th anniversary of the founding of DuPage County."

Another anniversary was celebrated this year: the 50th of the DuPage Society of Model Engineers, a nonprofit group 
separate from the museum that maintains and operates the HO-gauge model train on the museum's lower level.

Group members built the display in 1965 and have been its stewards since, running the trains for the public from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. every third and fifth Saturday of the month.

The All Aboard train exhibit is on permanent display on the museum's lower level. "DuPage County Model Railroad: A 
Closer Look," a photograph-rich book of information about many sections of the model train, is for sale in the Museum 
Gift Shop.

"Inheriting DuPage: A Family History" was a temporary exhibit and recently came down to allow space for "Wedding 
Traditions Unveiled," an exploration of 100 years of courtship rituals and wedding traditions in the county. However, the 
museum maintains the artifacts of "Inheriting DuPage: A Family History" in its collections.

For information about the DuPage County Historical Museum, visit dupagemuseum.org (http://dupagemuseum.org/) or 
stop in at 102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton.
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DuPage County Historical Museum 
getting new roof 
Work being done to stop any leaks that would do 
damage in 1891 building

The DuPage County Historical Museum in downtown Wheaton is getting a new roof that curators say will look 
more like the original design.
Mark Black | Staff Photographer

What's with all the scaffolding around the DuPage County Historical Museum?

From the stair tower to the sidewalks below, the downtown Wheaton building is encased in the structure.

It's not a major renovation, but replacing the roof on a building that 
dates to 1891 takes more than a couple of ladders.

Crews are navigating the steep, sloping roof, spires, the turreted tower -- all hallmarks of an architectural style adopted 
by Charles Sumner Frost when a distant relative of President John Quincy Adams hired him to design the building as a 
library.

Katlyn Smith



Another Frost work? Just a little known destination called Navy Pier.

The existing, "brownish, grayish" roof isn't original to Frost's design. And it was nearing the end of its life. Even worse, 
curators were worried that a "few minor leaks" in the past could spring into a major problem for artifacts from across 
DuPage County inside.

"It will ease all of our minds to know that everything is brand new up there," said Michelle Podkowa, the museum 
manager and educator.

After a state grant promised in 2014 fell through, the charitable arm of the Inland Real Estate Group Inc. donated 
$200,000 and helped get the project off the ground. The DuPage County Historical Museum Guild contributed $5,000, 
and the county is paying the rest of the bill, expected to cost a total of about $450,000.

The work began late this fall, and now crews are tearing off the shingles and making repairs as needed underneath.

From there, the new shingles -- a shade of red that looks more like Frost's design -- will be installed.

And throughout the delicate process, the museum, owned by the county and run by the Wheaton Park District, will 
keep its normal hours.

Monday's ice and a wet December caused slight delays, Podkowa said.

But the roof should be completed in the second or third week in January.

The finished product, she said, will make the museum even more eye-catching on the corner of Main and Wesley 
streets.

"It will make a drastic difference to the appearance of our building downtown," Podkowa said.
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