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B ORN INTO ONE OF D UPAG E  C OUNTY’ S MOST 

NOTAB LE FAMILIES,  ELB ERT G ARY WAS RAISED  

IN A HOME PURC HASED  B Y HIS FATHER NEAR 

THE FAMILY LUMB ER MILL.  AFTER B RIEFLY 

SERVING  IN THE UNION ARMY D URING  THE 

C IVIL WAR,  ELB ERT ATTEND ED  WHEATON 

C OLLEG E AND  THEN UNION C OLLEG E OF 

LAW IN C HIC AG O.  ELB ERT PURC HASED  2 . 6  

AC RES OF LAND  FROM HIS FATHER THAT IS 

NOW A PORTION OF MEMORIAL PARK.   PLANS 

TO B UILD  A STATELY HOME WERE STARTED  

IN 1 8 8 0  WITH THE HOUSE B UILT IN 1 8 8 2  AND  

THE C ARRIAG E HOUSE LATER B UILT IN 1 8 8 8  

TO HOUSE ELB ERT’ S MANY C ARRIAG ES AND  

HORSES.  D URING  HIS LIFETIME IN WHEATON,  

ELB ERT FOUND ED  WHAT IS NOW THE G ARY-

WHEATON B ANK WITH HIS UNC LES,  WAS MAYOR 

OF WHEATON FOR THREE TERMS,  C O- FOUND ED  

UNITED  STATES STEEL C ORPORATION AND  

SERVED  AS IT’ S C HAIRMAN OF THE B OARD  FOR 

TWENTY- FOUR YEARS.  THE TOWN OF G ARY,  

IND IANA WAS NAMED  IN HIS HONOR.  ELB ERT 

G ARY’ S STATELY HOME PROVID ED  A PROMINENT 

ROLE IN WHEATON SOC IAL C IRC LES AND  A 

RETREAT FOR B USINESS C OLLEAG UES FROM 

THE C ITY.

THE STORY OF WHEATON B EG AN IN POMFRET,  

C ONNEC TIC UT,  THE B IRTHPLAC E OF ERASTUS 

HIS THREE SIB LING S AND  THE WHEATON 

B ROTHERS WARREN AND  JE SSE.  IN SEARC H 

OF PRIME FARMLAND ,  NEW OPPORTUNITIES,  

AND  MIND FUL OF WHERE THE NEX T RAILROAD  

WOULD  B E B UILT,  ERASTUS LEAD  HIS FRIEND S 

AND  FAMILY TO PRESENT D AY WARRENVILLE 

B Y 1 8 3 7 .  ERASTUS FIRST C LAIMED  6 4 0  AC RES 

OF LAND  NEAR WARRENVILLE ALONG  WITH 

5 0 0  OR 6 0 0  AC RES OF LAND  NORTHEAST OF 

WARRENVILLE THINKING  THE RAILROAD  MAY 

PASS THROUG H.  EVENTUALLY HE B UILT A MILL 

NEAR THE INTERSEC TION OF TOD AYS 3 8  AND  

5 9 .  WARREN WHEATON FOLLOWED  B Y C LAIMING  

6 4 0  AC RES NEAR PRESENT- D AY NAPERVILLE 

AND  ROOSEVELT ROAD  WITH HIS B ROTHER 

JE SSE MAKING  C LAIM TO 3 0 0  AC RES AD JO INING  

HIS B ROTHER TO THE WEST.   D UPAG E C OUNTY 

WAS ORG ANIZ ED  IN 1 8 3 9  THE YEAR JE SSE 

WHEATON AND  ERASTUS’  SISTER ORIND A WERE 

MARRIED .  IN 1 8 4 8  THE WHEATON B ROTHERS 

AND  ERASTUS G ARY G AVE THE RAILROAD  

3   MILES OF RIG HT- OF- WAY,  THUS SEC URING  

WHEATON’ S FUTURE AS A PROMINENT RETREAT 

FROM THE C ITY.  

AT THE AG E OF 5 4 ,  ELB ERT G ARY MOVED  

FROM WHEATON TO NEW YORK IN ORD ER 

TO ESTAB LISH THE HEAD Q UARTERS OF 

U. S.  STEEL,  G IVING  HIS HOME TO ONE OF 

HIS D AUG HTERS.  D URING  THIS TIME THE 

HOUSE WAS D EMOLISHED  AND  THE NEWLY 

ESTAB LISHED  WHEATON PARK D ISTRIC T 

PURC HASED  THE LAND  FOR $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  IN 1 9 2 1 ,  AS 

WHEATON’ S FIRST PUB LIC  PARK.   WANTING  TO 

C OMMEMORATE THOSE WHO HAD  REC ENTLY 

SERVED  IN WORLD  WAR I,  THE WHEATON PARK 

D ISTRIC T G AVE THE PARK IT’ S C URRENT NAME,  

“ MEMORIAL PARK” .  A LAND SC APE D ESIG NER 

D REW UP PLANS IN 1 9 2 2  FOR THE OVERALL 

PARK D ESIG N AND  $ 3 , 0 0 0  WAS ALLOC ATED  TO 

REMOD EL THE C ARRIAG E HOUSE,  THEN KNOWN 

AS “ HALE STREET B ARN” .  AFTER REMOD ELING  

C OMMENC ED  EARLY USES OF THE C ARRIAG E 

HOUSE INVOLVED  THE AMERIC AN LEG ION POST 

7 6  HEAD Q UARTERS,  PARK D ISTRIC T MEETING  

SPAC E,  KIND ERG ARTEN C LASS,  AND  PATRIOTIC  

G ATHERING S.  THE FIRST TENNIS C OURT WAS 

ESTAB LISHED  IN 1 9 2 4  FOR USE ON WEEKD AYS 

ONLY.   

STARING  IN 1 9 2 2  THE WHEATON PARK D ISTRIC T 

B OARD  OF C OMMISSIONERS B EG AN THE 

SEARC H FOR A SUITAB LE MEMORIAL STATUE 

FOR WHEATON’ S NAMESAKE IN HONOR OF 

THOSE WHO SERVED  IN WORLD  WAR I.   THE 

B RONZ E C AST D OUG HB OY STATUE D ESIG NED  

B Y SC ULPTOR JO HN PAULD ING  WAS D ED IC ATED  

TO MEMORIAL PARK ON ARMISTIC E D AY,  

NOVEMB ER 1 1 ,  1 9 2 9 .  ENTITLED  “ OVER THE 

TOP TO VIC TORY” ,  THE TERM D OUG HB OY 

REFERS TO AN AMERIC AN INFANTRYMAN OF 

THAT ERA.  RESTORATION OF THE STATUE WAS 

C OMPLETED  IN 2 0 0 0  AND  RE- D ED IC ATED  ON 

VETERANS D AY,  NOVEMB ER 1 1 , 2 0 0 0 .   OVER THE 

YEARS,  MEMORIAL PARK HAS B EC OME A SPAC E 

TO HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED  IN OUR 

NATIONS WARS.  AS TIME HAS G ONE B Y,  VARIOUS 

C OMMEMORATIONS MEMORIALIZ E THOSE WHO 

FOUG HT IN WORLD  WAR II,  THE KOREAN WAR,  

AND  VIETNAM WAR.  THE REMAIND ER OF THE 

PARK G ROUND S HAVE B EC OME A SPAC E TO 

HONOR LOVED  ONES THROUG H THE WHEATON 

PARK D ISTRIC T’ S MEMORIAL TREE PROG RAM AS 

WELL AS PARK B ENC H D ONATIONS.

THE PROMINENT ARC HES WERE B UILT ALONG  

NORTH HALE STREET’ S NORTH AND  SOUTH 

PARK ENTRANC E TO INVITE VISITORS INTO ONE 

OF D OWNTOWN WHEATON’ S LARG EST OPEN 

SPAC ES.  ART SWEET ARRIVED  IN WHEATON 

IN 1 9 4 4  AND  B EC AME THE THEN ESTAB LISHED  

WHEATON MUNIC IPAL B AND S D IREC TOR A YEAR 

LATER.   AT THE TIME,  THE B AND  USED  C ITY 

HALL FOR REHEARSALS AND  PERFORMANC ES 

YET ART SWEET HAD  A VISION OF THURSD AY 

NIG HT PERFORMANC ES IN MEMORIAL PARK 

WITH A MORE SUITAB LE AC OUSTIC  FRAME.  

SINC E C ITY FUND S WERE TIG HT AT THE TIME,   

ART SWEET LEAD  FORMAL FUND RAISING  FOR 

SEVERAL YEARS UNTIL ENOUG H MONEY WAS 

SAVED  TO B UILD  A SUITAB LE STRUC TURE.    IT 

TOOK THREE SUMMERS OF C ONSTRUC TION 

PHASING  TO C OMPLETE THE B AND SHELL.  WITH 

THE FIRST SUMMER INSTALLATION OF THE 

FLOOR.  THE SEC OND  SUMMER INSTALLATION 

OF THE WALLS AND  FINAL C OMPLETION IN 1 9 5 5  

B Y AD D ING  THE ROOF.  ART SWEET WENT ON 

TO D IREC T THE B AND  UNTIL 1 9 6 4  AND  PASSED  

AWAY IN 1 9 9 8 .  THE B AND SHELL WAS FORMALLY 

RENAMED  AND  D ED IC ATED  TO ITS G REATEST 

FUND RAISER JU NE 5 ,  2 0 0 8  AS THE ART SWEET 

MUNIC IPAL B AND SHELL.

THE SENIOR C ENTER OPENED  IT’ S D OORS 

IN 1 9 7 0 ,  HIRING  MARY LUB KO AS IT’ S FIRST 

SUPERVISOR,  SERVING  UNTIL 1 9 9 0 .  MARY 

B EC AME THE VISIONARY THAT HAS LEAD  THE 

C URRENT LEISURE C ENTER TO BE C OME ONE 

OF THE MOST SUC C ESSFUL SENIOR PROG RAMS 

IN ILLINOIS WITH MORE THAN 3 , 0 0 0  MEMB ERS.  

SHE STARTED  WITH A NOTEC ARD  C ASE OF 2 0  

PARTIC IPANTS,  D EVELOPING  AC TIVITIES SUC H 

AS TRAVELING  G ROUPS,  SEASONAL PARTY’ S,  

SPORTS LEAG UES,  B IKE C LUB S,  AND  D AY TO 

D AY AC TIVITIES.  AFTER MARY’ S UNTIMELY 

PASSING  IN NOVEMB ER OF 2 0 1 5 ,  THE LEISURE 

C ENTER WAS FORMALLY D ED IC ATED  MAY 1 7 ,  

2 0 1 6  AS THE MARY LUB KO LEISURE  C ENTER IN 

C OMMEMORATION OF MARY’ S STRENG TH AND  

D ED IC ATION.  THROUG HOUT IT’ S HISTORY THE 

FORMER C ARRIAG E HOUSE HAS HAD  SEVERAL 

TRANSFORMATIONS WITH REMOD ELING  D ONE 

IN 1 9 7 4 ,  AIR C OND ITIONING  AD D ED  IN 1 9 7 8  AND  A 

SOLAR G REENHOUSE BU ILT IN 1 9 8 1 ,  FUND ED  BY  

THE ILLINOIS D EPARTMENT OF AG ING .  D UE TO 

LEAKING  ISSUES THE WHEATON PARK D ISTRIC T 

REB UILT THE G REENHOUSE INTO THE C OAC H 

ROOM.  FURTHER UPD ATES WERE MAD E IN 

2 0 0 9  BY  AD D ING  THE PHILLIPS ROOM AND  AD A 

AC C ESSIB LE ENTRANC E.
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