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PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Meeting - Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 

Wednesday January 17, 2024, 5:00 p.m. 

City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 

 

 

January 15, 2024 

 

Public notice is hereby given that the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wheaton Park 

District, DuPage County, Illinois (the “Park Board”) will hold a meeting at 5 pm on 

Wednesday January 17, 2024 

 

The meeting will take place at Wheaton City Hall, 303 W. Wesley, Wheaton, IL. 

 

Please contact Michael J. Benard, Board Secretary, for further information. 

mbenard@wheatonparks.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Michael J. Benard 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Agenda for the January 17, 2024 Meeting is as Follows: 
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Meeting of the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 

 January 17, 2024, 5:00 pm 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
 

COMMUNITY INPUT 

Public comments are important to the Board. However, it is the Board’s policy not to take action 

on items until time has been taken to gather information and discuss all options. Lack of action 

does not imply lack of interest in the issues. During the community input portion of the agenda 

the Board typically will ask residents to provide input prior to accepting input from nonresidents. 

 

The purpose of the public participation is to allow the public the opportunity to make a statement 

to the Board. The purpose of public participation is not to provoke a debate with the Board. Once 

an individual has spoken, that individual may not speak on the same issue again. Any limitation 

regarding addressing the Board may be waived by a majority vote of the Board. 

 

Except during the public comment portion of the regular Board agenda, or as stated in this rule, 

no person other than the Executive Director or the District’s Attorney may address the Board. 

 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent Agenda items are considered by the Park District to be routine and will be enacted in 

one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items. If a member of the Park Board 

requests, a Consent Agenda item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as an 

individual item at the end of old or new business. 

 

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,539,383.50 for the period beginning 

December 13, 2023, and ending, January 9, 2024 

B. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $2,083,673.95 for the period beginning December 

13, 2023, and ending January 9, 2024 

C. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes December 6, 2023 

D. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes December 20, 2023 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Resolution 2024-01  

Motion to Approve Resolution 2024-01 Approving an Appointment to the Board of the DuPage 

County Historical Museum Foundation Inc. by the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 

 

2. Ordinance 2024-02 

Motion to Adopt Ordinance 2024-02 Approving A Purchase of Residency Benefits by Non-Residents 

Policy  

 

3. Community Center Rehab Project Phase 2  

Motion to approve of Change Order #2 with Stucky Construction in the Amount of $30,843.89 for 

the Community Center Rehab Project Phase 2 

 

4. Central Athletic Complex Kale Gym Floor Replacement Project  

Motion to Reject All Bids Opened on November 29, 2024 for the Central Athletic Complex Kale 

Gym Floor Replacement Project and Direct Staff to Re-Bid this Project 

 

5. 2024 Mowing and Line Trimming Services  

Motion to approve the Mowing and Trimming Services Proposal from Sebert Landscape for 

$21,988.00 for Parks South of Butterfield Road during 2024 

 

6. Memorial Park Concerts and Special Events Alcohol Sales 

Motion to approve to Serve Beer and Wine within the fenced perimeter of Memorial Park for the 

2024 Summer Entertainment Series, Cream of Wheaton and October Fest. 

 

7. Central Athletic Complex Parking License Agreement  

Motion to Approve a License Agreement with Bauer and Bauer Dentistry and Orthodontics for 20 

Parking Spaces at the Central Athletic Complex 

 

8. Ordinance 2024-01– Motion to Adopt Ordinance 2024-01 Approving the Terms and Authorizing 

the Execution of a Lease Agreement Between the Wheaton Park District and Computer System 

Innovations INC. for the Lease of a Portion of the Wheaton Oaks Professional Building Located at 

855 W. Prairie Avenue, Wheaton Illinois 

 

REPORTS FROM STAFF 

• Executive Director 

• Monthly Department Reports – Finance, Special Facilities, Marketing, Development, 

Events, Recreation, Athletics, Parks and Planning 
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BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION 

CLOSED SESSION 
a. Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 

employees, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) 

b. Purchase or lease of real property, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) 

c. Setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, 5ILCS 120/2 (c)(6) 

d. Pending, probable or imminent litigation, 5ILCS 120/ 2 (c) (11) 

e. Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of 

approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes, 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (21) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners  
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND FINANCE  
SUBCOMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday December 6, 2023, 5:00 p.m.  

Arrowhead Golf Club 
Wheaton, IL 60189 

CALL TO ORDER – 
President Kelly called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m., Commissioner Barrett, Commissioner 
Frey, Commissioner Mee, Commissioner Pecharich, and Commissioner Vires  
were present. 
 
Staff Present included: Executive Director Benard, Director of Parks & Planning Sperl, 
Superintendent of Parks and Planning Hinchee, Director of Special Facilities Bendy, Director of 
Athletics & Facilities Novak, Director of Finance Simpson, Director of Marketing Wilhelmi, 
Director of Golf Stoller 
 
Phillip Luetkehans, Legal Counsel, was also present. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Buildings and Grounds  
DISCUSSION ITEMS  
Finance and Administration  

1. Wheaton Park District 2024 Budget – Review of 2024 Budget Draft  
Executive Director Benard stated that board approved health insurance and wage increase 
expenses were included in the updated budget proposal. 

President Kelly suggested that the board schedule an additional finance subcommittee 
meeting to further review proposed 2024 capital projects. The meeting was scheduled for 
Saturday, January 27 at 9am at the Community Center.  There were no additional 
comments or questions.  

 
2. Ordinance 2023-04 – Review of An Ordinance Levying and Assessing the Taxes of the 

Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, Illinois for the Tax Year 2023  
Executive Director Benard reviewed the final tax levy proposal.  There were no 
additional comments or questions.  
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3. Ordinance 2023-05 – Review of An Ordinance Abating the Taxes Heretofore Levied for 
the Year 2023 to Pay Debt Service on the General Obligation Refunding Park Bonds 
(Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019A, of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage 
County, Illinois. 
 
Executive Director Benard explained that the district must abate the taxes levied related 
for the debt service on the Alternate Revenue Source, Series 2019A bonds because the 
principal and interest payments on these bonds are paid using proceeds from the district’s 
the annual general obligation bond issue. Benard said that the 2019A bonds have a 
maturity date of 12/15/2029.   

 
4. Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Schedules 2024 – Review 

of Annual Regular Meeting and Subcommittee Schedules  
Benard reviewed the 2024 regular and subcommittee meeting schedules.   
 

5. Illinois Association of Park Districts Annual Meeting – Review of Credentials 
Certificate and Identification of Delegate  
Benard explained that we need to assign a delegate to attend the meeting and 
recommended it be him.  The board agreed. 
 

6. Vehicle Purchases for Parks Department – Review of Truck Replacement Proposal  
Benard reviewed a recommendation to pursue securing needed vehicles with a board 
approved waiver of the traditional bidding and cooperative purchasing process.  The 
current cooperative bidding program does not include vehicles we are seeking to 
purchase.  The Traditional bidding process is lengthy and the vehicle inventory we seek 
is typically not available by the time we make it through the process.  If approved, staff 
will seek three competitive prices from dealers who have the inventory we seek. 
 

7. Baseball & Softball Uniforms and Equipment – Review of Bid Results  
Bid results were reviewed.  No questions or comments. 
 

8. Arrowhead Golf Club – Review of Proposed 2024 Green Fees  
Benard presented the increase in golf fees as recommended by Director of Golf Stoller 
and Director of Special Facilities Bendy.  Standard greens fee increases will include 
$1.00 for 9 holes and $2.00 for 18 holes.  Junior and Senior rates will only increase $1.00 
for 18 holes.  There are no increased fees proposed for carts, driving range or annual 
memberships.   

 
9. Request for Disconnection of Certain Territory from the Wheaton Park District – 

Review of Disconnection Request for 2S725 Cree Lane  
Benard stated that he recommends denying disconnection requests because a 
disconnection would interfere with adjacent out of district property owner’s ability to 
annex.  He also stated that the property tax that would be lost by the property 
disconnecting would be assigned to remaining taxpayers.    
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Pecharich asked how many have made this request in the past.  Benard answered that 2 or 
3 petitions have been received by the park board in the past seventeen years.  None were 
granted. 

 
10. Athletic Football Bid 

Bid results for this item were distributed and reviewed.  No questions or comments. 
 

11. Illinois Park and Recreation / Illinois Association of Park Districts Conference 2024 
Benard shared that one board member, Commissioner Bill Barrett has expressed interest 
in attending this educational conference in January.  The Board agreed to address this 
during the December 20 Board meeting. 

 
 
Buildings and Grounds  

1. Central Athletic Center Parking Lot – Review of License Agreement for Access and 
Use  
Benard reviewed the details of the proposed agreement which would be a renewal of the 
initial 2023 license agreement with Bauer and Bauer Dentist and Orthodontics.  The 
renewal will include a reasonable increase in the license fee for their weekday use of 
twenty parking spaces at the Central Athletic Complex.  Pecharich asked what we were 
charging them, and Benard responded approximately $2.00 per parking space per day. 

 
2. 855 Prairie Avenue – Review of Lease Agreement  

Benard reviewed the details of the proposed agreement which would be a renewal and 
include a reasonable increase in the lease amount.  The tenant, CSI has leased office 
space in this building since 2012.  

 
3. Danada South Park – Review of Engineering Proposal for Utility Services  

Staff recommends exploring the costs related to bringing water, sanitary and electric 
utilities to the Sensory Garden Playground and Ballfields located at this property which is 
leased from the Forest Preserve District.  President Kelly recommended reviewing this 
matter in greater detail during the capital projects finance subcommittee meeting on 
January 27. 

 
4. Central Athletic Complex Kale Gym Floor Replacement Project – Review of Bid 

Results  
Benard explained that the gym floor is original to the building and is in bad shape 
including numerous dead spots.   

 
5. Rice and Northside Pool Projects – Review of Agreements for Professional Services  

President Kelly reviewed the scope of the work contemplated.  
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6. Cosley Zoo Gift Shop Renovation  
Benard reported that the bids for this project came in significantly higher than budgeted 
and recommended rejecting the bids and re-bidding with a reduced project scope.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 5:51 pm, Commissioner Mee moved to adjourn the meeting to closed session for the 
purpose of discussing:  

 
Pending, probable or imminent litigation, 5ILCS 120/2 (c)(11)  
 
Seconded by Commissioner Vires.   

 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None 
Absent:  None 
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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday December 20, 2023, 5:00 p.m. 
City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER President Kelly called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Barrett, Frey, Mee, 
Pecharich, and Vires were present. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
None 
 
COMMUNITY INPUT 
The following Wheaton Park District residents provided public comment concerning the 
proposed Cosley Zoo parking area concept plan: 
John Patterson 1849 Cherry Street, Wheaton, IL  
Liz Westergaard 742 Ralph Court, Wheaton, IL 
 
The following Wheaton Park District residents provided public comment concerning a Petition 
for Disconnection from the Wheaton Park District: 
 
Jessica Hatton 2S725 Cree Lane, Wheaton, IL  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $2,544,419.35 for 
the period beginning November 15, 2023, and ending 
December 12, 2023 

B. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $438,282.52 for the period 
beginning November 15, 2023, and ending and ending December 
12, 2023 

C. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes November 8, 2023 
D. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes November 29, 2023 
E. Approval of Public Hearing Minutes December 6, 2023 
F. Approval to Appoint Michael Benard as Delegate to the Illinois 

Association of Park District’s Annual Meeting January 27, 2024 
G.  Approval of 2024 Meeting Schedules for the Wheaton Park 

District Board of Commissioners 
 
Commissioner Mee moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Frey.  No discussion. 
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Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Petition for Disconnection of Certain Territory from the Wheaton Park 

District - Disconnection Petition for 2S725 Cree Lane 
 
Commissioner Vires moved to deny the Disconnection Petition for 2S725 Cree 
Lane Seconded by Commissioner Mee. 
 
Commissioner Vires stated that it has been the board’s practice to deny 
disconnection requests.    Executive Director Benard stated that the park board 
was provided with a memo from legal counsel outlining that the park board has 
sole discretion regarding disconnection requests.  Benard stated that he 
recommends denying disconnection requests because a disconnection would 
interfere with adjacent out of district property owner’s ability to annex.  He also 
stated that the property tax that would be lost by the property disconnecting 
would be assigned to remaining taxpayers.  Commissioner Mee asked Benard to 
review the related history for this property.  Benard stated the prior owners of 
this property petitioned to annex and were granted annexation into the park 
district in 2011.  The former owners then contacted the park district again in 
2015, and 2018 with the desire to disconnect, but never formally petitioned. 
 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 
 
 

2. 2024 Budget and Appropriation Ordinance - Motion to Adopt 
Ordinance 2023-03 Making a Combined Annual Budget and 
Appropriation of Funds for the Wheaton Park District for the Fiscal 
Year Beginning January 1, 2024, and ending December 31, 2024 
 
Commissioner Vires moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-03 Making a 
Combined Annual Budget and Appropriation of Funds for the 
Wheaton Park District for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 
2024, and ending December 31, 2024 Seconded by Commissioner 
Mee.  No discussion. 
 
Motion passed by roll call vote.  
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Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  Pecharich 
Abstain: None  
Absent: None  

 
3. 2023 Tax Levy Ordinance 

  
Commissioner Frey moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-04 Levying and 
Assessing the Taxes of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, 
Illinois for the Tax Year 2023.  Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.  
No discussion. 

 
Motion passed by roll call vote.  
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  Pecharich 
Abstain: None  
Absent: None  

4. 2023 Tax Levy Abatement Ordinance  

Commissioner Vires moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-05 Abating the 
Taxes Heretofore levied for the year 2023 to Pay Debt Service on the 
General Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue 
Source), Series 2019A, of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, 
Illinois.  Seconded by Commissioner Mee. 

Executive Director Benard stated that this set of bonds were issued in 
2009 and called and re-issued in 2019.  A significant portion of the 
proceeds from this bond issue was used to fund phase one and two of 
the Northside Park redevelopment project.  The park district’s debt 
service extension base and related annual general obligation bond 
proceeds is the alternate source of revenue identified to pay the 
principal and interest on these particular bonds making it necessary to 
abate the property taxes that would otherwise be assessed.  

 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 
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5. 2024 Rams Football Uniforms and Equipment Purchases  
 
Commissioner Mee moved to approve the Bids for the Vendors, 
Products and Prices for the 2024 Rams Football Uniforms and 
Equipment Purchases per Staff Recommendations 
(see detail after agenda).  Seconded by Commissioner Frey. 
 
Commissioner Frey asked if we have used these vendors in the past.  Director of 
Athletics and Facilities Novak stated we have.  President Kelly thanked staff for 
their hard work on the bidding process. 
  
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 

 
6. 2024 Youth Baseball and Softball Uniforms and Equipment 

Purchases 
   
Commissioner Mee moved to approve the Bids for the Vendors, 
Products and Prices for the 2024 Baseball and Softball Uniforms and 
Equipment Purchases per Staff Recommendations (see detail after 
agenda).  Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich 
 
President Kelly stated that the payment for this equipment comes from 
the fees collected from the program.  
 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 

 
7. Arrowhead Golf Club Greens Fees  

  
Commissioner Frey moved to increase Greens Fees by $1.00 for 9  
holes and $2.00 for 18 holes for all rates with the exception of the 
Junior/Senior Resident Fees which will not increase for 9 holes 
and increase $1.00 for 18 holes Seconded by Commissioner 
Barrett.  No discussion. 
 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 
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8. Central Athletic Complex Kale Gym Floor Replacement Project  
 

Commissioner Mee moved to table all bids.  Seconded by Commissioner Vires 
  

President Kelly stated that we are tabling this because subsequent to the bids 
being opened, it was learned that there may be a related asbestos removal project 
required.  More time is needed to investigate further and determine the best 
approach before awarding a contract.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

 
9. Vehicle Purchases for Parks Department 

 
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve Resolution 2023-12 
Ratifying and Approving the Emergency Expenditure of Funds 
Without Competitive Bidding for the Purchase of Certain 
Vehicles Seconded by Commissioner Frey. 
 
Executive director Benard stated that we continue to have supply chain and 
availability issues with vehicles typically available through the state bidding 
program.   Staff will secure at least three competitive quotes before proceeding. 

 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes:  Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, and Kelly 
Nays:  None 
Abstain:  None  
Absent: None 

 
10.  Commissioner Attendance IAPD IPRA Educational Conference 

  
Commissioner Mee moved to approve Commissioner Attendance at 
the IAPD IPRA Educational Conference at a Cost Not to Exceed 
$800.  Seconded by Commissioner Frey.  Motion passed by voice 
vote.  

 
REPORTS FROM STAFF 

 
Commissioner Mee commended Rams Football on the Super 
Bowl.  He thanked the Wheaton Police Department for their help 
with our events.  He was pleased to see winter program 
registration results.  He was also pleased that Cosley received 
their USDA recertification.  Mee thanked Director of Marketing 
Wilhelmi for the marketing she and her team do for Arrowhead 
weddings.  He also thanked her for her great job on the Reindeer 
Run with 1,174 runners and $40,000 in sponsorships.  He stated 
that Parks Plus Fitness Center looks great.  He said that DuPage 
County Historical Museum Foundation Board Bob Jacobsen will 
be missed.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
At 5:42 p.m., Commissioner Vires moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Frey seconded.  
Motion passed by voice vote. 
 







































































































WHEATON PARK DISTRICT  
ORDINANCE NO 2024-02 

 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A PURCHASE OF RESIDENCY BENEFITS  

BY NON-RESIDENTS POLICY  
 

 WHEREAS, Wheaton Park District (“Park District”) is an Illinois park district and unit of local 
government organized under, and operating pursuant to and in accordance with, the Park District Code 
(70 ILCS 1205/1-1 et seq); and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 8-1(d) of the Park District Code authorizes the Park District “…to pass all 
necessary ordinances, rules and regulations for the proper management and conduct of the business of 
the board and district” (70 ILCS 1205/8-1(d)); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Park District desires to adopt a “Purchase of Residency Benefits by Non-Residents 
Policy” in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A, and to amend its existing policies to the extent 
necessary to incorporate said policy. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE be it and it is hereby ordained by the Board of Park Commissioners of the 
Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, Illinois, as follows: 
 

Section 1:   The Park Board hereby finds that the recitals contained in the preamble to this 
Ordinance are true and correct and hereby incorporates said preambles in this Ordinance as if fully set 
forth herein. 
 

Section 2:  The Park Board hereby approves the Purchase of Residency Benefits by Non-
Residents Policy attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 

Section 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, as provided 
by law. 
 

Section 4:  All prior ordinances, resolutions, motions, and orders in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such conflict.  
 
Passed this 17th day of January, 2024, upon roll call vote as follows: 
 
AYES: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
____________________________________  ATTEST: 
President, Board of Park Commissioners   
       ___________________________________ 
       Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   ) 
) SS. 

COUNTY OF DUPAGE ) 
 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, Illinois, and as such I am the 
keeper of the records and files of the Board of Park Commissioners of said Park District. 
 

I further certify that the foregoing is a full, true and complete copy of Ordinance No. 2024-02 
titled, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A PURCHASE OF RESIDENCY BENEFITS BY NON-RESIDENTS POLICY, 
adopted at a duly called Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wheaton Park 
District, held in Wheaton, Illinois at 5:00 p.m. on the 17th day of January, 2024. 

 
I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said Ordinance were 

conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said Ordinance was taken openly, that said meeting 
was called and held at a specified time and place convenient to the public, that notice of said meeting 
was duly given to all of the news media requesting such notice, that said meeting was called and held in 
strict compliance with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, and 
with the provisions of the Park District Code of the State of Illinois, as amended, and that the Board has 
complied with all the provisions of said Act and said Code and with all the procedural rules of the Board. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I hereunto affix my official signature at Wheaton, Illinois, this 17th day of 
January, 2024 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Michael J. Benard, Board Secretary 
Wheaton Park District  
DuPage County, Illinois 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PURCHASE OF RESIDENCY BENEFITS BY NON-RESIDENTS POLICY 
 

 

















































                             

                                     

TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 

FROM: Mike Benard, Executive Director 
 

THROUGH: Carolyn Wilkin, Special Event Manager  

Dan Novak, Director of Athletics & Facilities 
   

 

RE: 2024 Memorial Park Special Events  
 

DATE:  January 17, 2024 
 

 

SUMMARY:  Staff seeks the board’s approval to serve liquor (beer/wine/RTDs) in Memorial Park for the 

following park district special events: 

 

• Cream of Wheaton: May 30 – June 2 

• Summer Entertainment Series: June 21, 22, July 19, 20, 21, August 2, 3, 16, 17, September 13, 14 

(Rain Dates: September 20, 21) 

• October Fest: October 5   
  

Staff proposes the beer garden area to include the entire footprint of Memorial Park as it has in previous years. 

 

Cream of Wheaton 2024 

Cream of Wheaton is scheduled for May 30 – June 2.  The Beer Garden will be open for service on Thursday, 

4-9:30P, Friday, 4-9:30P, Saturday, 8A-9:30P and Sunday, 1-7P. This event is held in partnership with the 

Wheaton Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Summer Entertainment Series 2024 

This will be the fourth season for the Summer Entertainment Series in Memorial Park.  Concessions will be 

available at concerts from 5 to 9:30P. Dates include June 21, 22, July 19, 20, 21, August 2, 3, 16, 17, September 

13, 14 (Rain Dates: September 20, 21). 

 

October Fest 2024 

The October Fest event will offer event attendees 18 – 2 oz. beer samples in Memorial Park between the hours 

of 2 and 5P on Saturday, October 5. This event will be 21+ and will feature Oktoberfest/Fall beverages.   

 

REVENUE IMPLICATIONS 

At Cream of Wheaton, tickets will be purchased at the ticket booth and redeemed at the Beer Garden.  At the 

Summer Entertainment Series Concerts, concessions will be sold through two controlled concessions areas.  

Beer, wine, and RTDs will cost $6.00 per unit.  October Fest will be a ticketed event that includes sampling.   

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

(1) Map of Projected Plan for Cream of Wheaton + 

(2) Map of Projected Plan for Summer Entertainment Series + 

(3) Map of Projected Plan for October Fest + 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff seeks board approval to serve beer and wine within the fenced perimeter of 

Memorial Park for 2024 special events: Cream of Wheaton, Summer Entertainment Series, October Fest. 

 

 

 



Attachment 1: Cream of Wheaton 2024 
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Attachment 2: Summer Entertainment Series 2024 
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Attachment 3: October Fest 2024 
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TO:  Mike Benard, Executive Director 
FROM: Rob Sperl, Director of Parks & Planning 

DATE: January 8, 2024 
SUBJECT: Board Report, December 

 

Administration/Overall Department 

• Park Permitting – No reservations reserved or held in December.    

• Firewood Distribution was closed on December 22nd due to depletion of 
supply. Fifty-eight patrons picked up firwood in December. A total of $92 
dollars was collected in donations for the Sensory Garden Play for All 

Foundation. 

• Commemorative Program – One tree plaque was installed in December.   

• Parks Department had Thirteen Summer Seasonal Staff return for Winter 
Break.  

 
Planning  

• Phase 2 interior renovations at the Community Center are progressing well. 
The Park Plus Fitness portion of the project was completed and opened to 
the public on January 2nd. Work on the locker rooms and the other end of 

the lower level has begun. Change order 2 include a number of small 
changes to the contracted work. 

• Staff have continued to explore options for the Kale Gym flooring 
replacement. 

• Backstops at Briar Patch were completed and backstops at Scottdale are 
substantially complete. 

 
Parks & Buildings Operations  

• Trenched a new conduit for CAT 6 information lines at Seven Gables 

playground area. These new lines will be for the expansion of our video 

surveillance network. 

• New blinds were installed on the main floor at the Lincoln Marsh office. 

• Sealed the Northside obelisk where the mortar joints had separated to 

prevent freeze/thaw damage over the winter. 

• The security cameras at CAC were all repaired or replaced. 

• Removed graffiti from Com Ed electrical box at Atten #16 ballfield. 

• Replaced the hardware and padlock at the Graf Park rear entrance tip 

down. 

• Removed old lighting system in the Memorial room at the Community 

Center. Installed new electrical breaker panels as needed and installed new 

“House light” fixtures. We have started the wiring of the new stage lights 

and started assembling the fixtures for installation. 



 

• Conducted a walkthrough of the Aldersgate property listing items that need 

immediate attention and scheduling routine maintenance needed at the 

building. 

• Wired up the cameras and WiFi inside the new PPF. 

• Performed scheduled maintenance on HVAC systems. 

 

Projects and Special Events 

 

• Reindeer Run 5K Special Event.  Set up, Staffing, and take down for the 

Reindeer Run.  

• CAC Ice Rink Maintenance.   

• Continued to build the Play for All perimeter fence around the Horse and 

carriage art piece.  

• Built new planter boxes for Play for all Playground.  

•  Memorial boulders and Benches at 7 Gables and Rathje Park.  

 

 
  

Horticulture, Turf & Natural Resources  

 

• With the warmer than normal temperatures in December, staff were able to 

jump on some projects that are traditionally done in the spring.  Major 

repairs were made on the ballfield dugouts at Scottdale (9 & 10), Briarpatch 

(11,12,13, & 14), and Danada (east & west).  Wooden timber borders were 

installed to help keep the dugout material from washing away.  

Additionally, fresh limestone screenings were incorporated, leveled, and 

compacted in all dugouts as needed.   

• Staff assisted in putting the finishing touches on the Hoffman playground 

project.  Trees and shrubs were installed, and any turf areas that were 

damaged during the construction process were either sodded or overseeded.      

• The 2023 holiday season brought back a whopping thirteen (13) of our 

seasonal employees that were looking to work over the holidays.  These 

employees were put to good use mainly clearing invasive species in many of 

our natural areas.  Parks that received attention include Hoffman, 

Briarpatch, Toohey, Seven Gables (pond), Lincoln Marsh, and Rice Pool.  

Additionally, staff have begun doing some needed invasive species removal 

on the newly acquired Aldersgate property.   

• The overgrown shrubs near the sign bed at Hoffman Park have been 

removed.  This was done to make way for a new sustainable garden that 



 

will be installed in the spring 2024.  Sustainable landscaping is designed to 

be both attractive and in balance with the local climate and environment 

and it should require minimal resource inputs. Thus, the design must be 

“functional, cost-efficient, visually pleasing, environmentally friendly and 

maintainable."    

 

 
Conservation 

• Winter pruning in progress. 

• Continue to work on Lincoln Marsh work orders.  

• Snow fell on December 1st and a small snow crew was activated for the first 

time this winter.  

• The conservation manager attended the International Arborist Association 

conference in Tinley Park. 

 

Fleet Mechanics  

• The Fleet manager attended PDRMAs HELP training in early December. 

• The auction of disposed equipment is over, all pickups were completed, and 

check received 37,508.92 including arrowhead items. 

• All truck state safety inspections have been completed for December. 

• A new snow blower for the Community Center was received and in service. 

• Winter preps are being completed on all equipment. 

• Mowers have been converted to snow equipment.  
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