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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Meeting - Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 
Wednesday March 18, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. 

City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 
 

March 16, 2026 

Public notice is hereby given that the Board of Park Commissioners of The Wheaton Park 
Wednesday March 18, 2026 

The meeting will take place at Wheaton City Hall, 303 W. Wesley, Wheaton, IL. 

Please contact Michael J. Benard, Board Secretary, for further information. 
mbenard@wheatonparks.org 

 

 

Michael J. Benard  
Secretary 
 

 

 

The Agenda for the March 18, 2026, Meeting is as Follows: 
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Meeting of the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners  

March 18, 2026, 5:00 pm 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

PRESENTATIONS  
Kelly Nielsen- Program & Recreation Services Committee 
 

COMMUNITY INPUT 

Public comments are important to the Board. However, it is the Board’s policy not to take action 
on items until time has been taken to gather information and discuss all options. Lack of action 
does not imply lack of interest in the issues. During the community input portion of the agenda 
the Board typically will ask residents to provide input prior to accepting input from nonresidents. 

The purpose of the public participation is to allow the public the opportunity to make a statement 
to the Board. The purpose of public participation is not to provoke a debate with the Board. Once 
an individual has spoken, that individual may not speak on the same issue again Any limitation 
regarding addressing the Board may be waived by the Park Board President. 

Except during the public comment portion of the regular Board agenda, or as stated in this rule, 
no person other than the Executive Director or the District’s Attorney may address the Board. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent Agenda items are considered by the Park District to be routine and will be enacted in 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items. If a member of the Park Board 
requests, a Consent Agenda item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as an 
individual item at the end of old or new business. 

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,180,657.55 for the period beginning February 
11, 2026, and ending March 10, 2026 
Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes January 17, 2026  

B. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes February 18, 2026 
C. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes March 4, 2026 
D. Review of Post Issuance Compliance Report for General Obligation Limited Park Bonds 

Series 2025 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Ordinance 2026-02 – Motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-02 Disposal and Sale of Personal 
Property Owned by the Wheaton Park District. 
 

2. Athletic and Recreation Program Contractual Services – Motion to Approve the 2026 
Athletic and Recreation Program Services Independent Contractor agreement amounts 
resulting in expenditures over $19,999. 

 
3. Communications Consulting Services – Motion to approve an agreement for 

professional services with Public Communications Inc. at a cost not to exceed $62,000 
 

4. Survey Consulting Services – Motion to approve an agreement for professional services 
with AQuity Inc. for $29,875 

 
5. Xerox- Motion to approve 5 year lease and service agreements with Xerox Business 

Solutions LLC for 8 Xerox Multifunction (Copier) Devices at a total annual lease cost of 
$13,373.16 and an annual service cost of $13,401.80 

 
6. Graf Park Synthetic Turf Replacement Project – Motion to approve cooperative 

purchasing pricing with Field Turf in the amount of $568,032 plus a 10% contingency for 
the replacement of the synthetic turf carpet at Graf Park  

 
7. Graf  Park  Batting Cage, Bleachers and Track Improvement Project – Motion to 

accept the bid from Innovation Landscape for $295,855.00 plus a 10% contingency 
 

8. Seven Gables & Atten Parks Backstop Painting Project – Motion to approve a 
contract with Muscat Painting for the base bid amount of $18,848 plus a 10% 
contingency  

 
9. Atten Park Tennis and Pickleball Courts Color Coating Project – Motion to approve 

a contract with U.S. Tennis Courts for the base bid and alternate for a total of $45,550 
plus a 10% contingency  

 
10. Contractual Mowing Services – Motion to approve a contract renewal with Sebert for 

the 2026 season for a total of $23,400.00  
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11. Arrowhead Golf Club Driving Range Project Prefabricated Structure – Motion to 

approve the base bid from Performance Delivery, Inc. dba Cover the Tees in the amount 
of $693,036 plus a 10% contingency  
 

12. Arrowhead Golf Club Driving Range Project – Motion to approve contract 
amendment 1 for additional services with FMGA Architects in the amount of $64,425  
 

13. Natural Areas Maintenance Services (Various Park Locations) – Motion to approve  
contracts with Bedrock Earthscapes: 

• 2025 Contract renewal & update to include the addition of Briar Patch for 
$37,950 for 2026 services 

• Additional services contract for added scope to parks currently under contract, 
prescribed burning and additional service locations for $27,150 for 2026 services  
 

14. Burglar Alarm Monitoring and Maintenance Services – Motion to approve the base 
bid for alarm monitoring services from ADS for 2026 in the amount of $12,474 with 
options to renew for additional one-year terms in 2027 and 2028. 
 

15. Portable Irrigation Equipment Purchase – Motion to approve the purchase of Three 
Kifco B140 Water reels from Reinders in the amount of $46,524.00  

 
16. Turf Management Supplies Purchase – Motion to approve turf management supplies 

as recommended  
Vendor and price details provided on the last page of the agenda 

 
17. Rice Pool and Waterpark Renovation Design – Motion to approve a professional 

services agreement for concept designs and construction cost estimates from FGMA 
Architects in the amount of $7,500 
 

18. Kelly / Edison Park – Motion to approve a Temporary Construction Easement 
Agreement with Community Unit School District 200. 
 

19. Sound & Lighting for 2026 Special Events- Motion to approve the 2026 Special Event 
Sound & Lighting proposal from Hi-Fi Events in the amount of $32,400.00.   
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REPORTS FROM STAFF 

• Executive Director 
• Arrowhead Annual Report  
• Monthly Department Reports – Finance, Special Facilities, Marketing, Development, 

Events, Recreation, Athletics, Parks, and Planning 
 

BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION 

CLOSED SESSION 

a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) 

b) The Selection of a Person to Fill a Vacancy in Public Office, 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (3). 
c) Purchase or lease of real property, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) 
d) Setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) 

(6) 
e) Pending, probable or imminent litigation, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (11) 
f) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes 

of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes, 5 ILCS 
120/2 (c) (21) 

 

POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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New Business #16 Vendor and Price Detail – Recommended Quotes are Highlighted 
 

Spring 2026 Athletic Field Turf Products Quotes 

Product Unit Size 
Advanced 

Turf Solutions 
Tyler 

Enterprises 
Conserv 
FS 

21-0-0 Ammonium Sulfate 50-lb bag $19.95 $18.20 $16.50 
Anderson's 16-0-8 + Escalade  50-lb bag $25.00 $27.70 $27.00 
Anderson’s 22-0-4 w/ HCU and Black Gypsum DG 50-lb bag $39.10 $43.70 - 
Anderson’s 21-22-4 with Mesotrione  50-lb bag $59.95 $65.00 $65.00 
22-3-11 50% XCU w/ Foliar-Pak Armament 50-lb bag $23.00 $27.70 $28.00 
ATS Barenburg HGT Seed w/ Foliar-Pak XCD (KBG) 50-lb bag $212.50 - $247.50 
ATS Barenburg RPR Seed w/ Foliar-Pak XCD (Rye) 50-lb bag $125.00 - $94.50 
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Meeting Minutes 
Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 

Wednesday February 18, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. 
City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER - President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Commissioners Kelly, 
Mee, Frey and Welker were present 
 
Commissioners Barrett and Pecharich were absent.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 

Dan Leahy, Executive Director Western DuPage Special Recreation Association 

Executive Director Leahy stated that he is celebrating five years as Executive Director at WDSRA and 
appreciates the collaborative relationship he has with member districts.  

This year WDSRA is celebrating their 50th anniversary 

Services WDSRA provides include exclusive programming, inclusion, Rec & Roll, & disability 
awareness 

WPD/WDSRA relationship includes programming space, shred spaces, inclusion requests, foundation 
support  

Highlights/WPD program registration 1200, WPD inclusion requests 265. Foundation had 89 donors 
and $951,4999 received in financial and in-kind donations. 

Executive Director Leahy stated that WDSRA received IAPD/IPRA Distinguished Agency 
Accreditation in 2025 and he was proud to lead the team through the process. Additionally, he 
mentioned that WDSRA continues progress on inclusion and thanked Executive Director Benard for 
serving on the inclusion task force. 
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COMMUNITY INPUT 

Public comments are important to the Board. However, it is the Board’s policy not to take action 
on items until time has been taken to gather information and discuss all options. Lack of action 
does not imply lack of interest in the issues. During the community input portion of the agenda 
the Board typically will ask residents to provide input prior to accepting input from nonresidents. 

The purpose of the public participation is to allow the public the opportunity to make a statement 
to the Board. The purpose of public participation is not to provoke a debate with the Board. Once 
an individual has spoken, that individual may not speak on the same issue again. Any limitation 
regarding addressing the Board may be waived by the Park Board President. 

Except during the public comment portion of the regular Board agenda, or as stated in this rule, 
no person other than the Executive Director or the District’s Attorney may address the Board. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent Agenda items are considered by the Park District to be routine and will be enacted in 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items. If a member of the Park Board 
requests, a Consent Agenda item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as an 
individual item at the end of old or new business. 

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,712,216.03 for the period beginning January 
14, 2026, and ending February 10, 2026 

B. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes February 4, 2026 
C. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes January 21, 2026 
D. Approval of Closed Session Minutes January 21, 2026 
E. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes January 17, 2026 
 
 

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the consent agenda items A-D. Item E carried over to the 
March meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Frey. No discussion. 

 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Lightning Detection Technology – Commissioner Frey moved to approve a three-year 
lease agreement with Perry Weather Equipment in the amount of $36,400 for year one 
and $30,800 for years two and three.  Second by Commissioner Mee 

 
Commissioner Mee thanked Executive Director Benard for the additional information. 
Commissioner Kelly asked if we could purchase the equipment after the lease ends. 
Executive Director Benard stated that we will follow up with the vendor and provide an 
answer. 
 
Commissioner Vires stated this is something the district investigated years ago and the 
problem was technology had false/positives. New technology detects actual lightning 
and will be a great enhancement to safety. 

  
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

2. Fieldhouse Concept Study – Commissioner Mee moved to approve an agreement with 
Williams Architects for Architectural Services for a Fieldhouse concept and cost study 
in an amount not to exceed $22,800 plus $1,000 for reimbursable expenses. Second by 
Commissioner Welker 

President Vires stated that we need to continue to adapt to the demands of the 
community and this is the first step. 
 

 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
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3. Year-Round Park Restroom Concept Study –Commissioner Frey moved to approve 
an agreement with Nevin Hedlund Architects for Architectural Services for a concept 
and cost study for year-round restrooms in various park locations in an amount not to exceed 
$28,400 plus $1,000 for reimbursable expenses. Second by Commissioner Mee. 
 
Commissioner Mee stated that he is interested in the results of the cost study. 
 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes: Frey, Welker, Mee, Vires 
Nays: None 
Abstain: Kelly 
Absent: None 

 
 

4. Briar Patch Park Batting Cage Project – Commissioner Mee moved to approve the 
base bid from Midwest Netting Solutions for a double batting cage in the total amount of 
$91,405.33 plus a contingency amount of $9,140.53.   Second by Commissioner Welker. 
 
Commissioner Mee asked about how the project would be funded. Executive Director Benard 
stated that it will be reimbursed by Briarcliffe Youth Baseball. Benard stated the cages will be 
available for the public to use. 

 
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

5. Prairie Path Park Playground Surfacing Project – Commissioner Welker moved to 
approve the base bid and no cost Alternate bid from Cunningham Recreation for unitary 
surfacing in the total amount of $85,585.30 plus a contingency amount of $8,558.53. 
Second by Commissioner Mee 
 
Commissioner Kelly asked if the district has used this product in the past.  
Superintendent Hinchee responded that it is a new vendor/ new artificial turf surface 
product. 
 

 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None    Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
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6. Seven Gables Park Outdoor Fitness Equipment Surfacing Project – Commissioner 

Mee moved to approve the base bid and no cost Alternate bid from Cunningham 
Recreation for unitary surfacing in the total amount of $30,294.12 plus a contingency 
of $3,029.41.  Second by Commissioner Frey 

 
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  

7. Herbicide Services –Commissioner Mee moved to approve the base bid for herbicide 
services from Beary Landscape Management LLC for a one-year term for 2026 in the 
amount of in the amount of $15,533.32 with options to renew for additional one-year 
terms in 2027 and 2028. Second by Commissioner Welker. 

Commissioner Frey asked what the service is for. Executive Director Benard responded 
that an outside contractor will manage broad leaf weed care in several of our parks, 
including parks that host athletic activities 

Commissioner Mee asked if it is a different service than used in the past. Executive 
Director Benard responded, yes. 

  
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

8. Cosley Zoo Hale Family Education Pavilion Project – Commissioner Kelly moved to 
accept Change Order #11 in the amount of $1,439.66 with E.P. Doyle Construction. 
Second by Commissioner Frey 

 
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
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9. Danada South Park Invasives Removal Project – Commissioner Welker moved to 

approve a contract with Semper Fi for invasive clearing at Danada South in the amount 
of $41,503.36 plus a 10% contingency in the amount of $4,150. Second by 
Commissioner Mee. 

 
President Vires asked if this is part of our lease obligation with the DuPage County 
Forest Preserve. Executive Director Benard responded yes. 

 
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

10. Ray Morrill Community Center Furniture Purchases – Commissioner Kelly moved 
to accept the base bid, and installation costs for office furniture at the Ray Morrill 
Community Center from Henricksen for an amount of $29,740.02.  Second by Commissioner 
Frey. 

 
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

11. Park Maintenance Equipment Purchase – Commissioner Frey approve the purchase of 
a Toro Groundsmaster 4010D through Illinois State Contract delivered locally by 
Reinders in the amount of $130,241.32.  Second by Commissioner Kelly 
 
Motion passed by roll call vote. 
Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
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12. 2026 Program Apparel Purchase – Commissioner Mee moved to approve the following 
bids for 2026 program and event apparel 

• Lincoln Marsh & Run for the Animals - Marathon Sportswear in the amount of 
$21,433.40 

• Camps, Athletics, Parks, Cosley Zoo & Reindeer Run - SBI Custom Apparel, in 
the amount of $25,031.25 

• Aquatics, Memorial Park, Special Events & Arrowhead - Empire Printing in the 
amount of $10,394.54 

• Cream of Wheaton - Golf Direct Now in the amount of $1,262.50 
 
 Second by Commissioner Kelly 
  
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich 
 

13. 2026 Rams Football Uniform and Equipment Purchase – Commissioner Welker 
moved to Approve the Bids for the Vendors, Products and Prices for the 2026 Rams 
Football Uniforms and 
Equipment Purchases per Staff Recommendations 

(see detail after agenda) 
 

 Second by Commissioner Frey 
  
 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 

14. Information Technology Managed Services –Commissioner Mee to approve an 
agreement for professional information technology managed services with Advanced 
Intelligence Engineering at a rate of $140.53 per user per month for 175 users plus a $9 
per month for email threat detection monitoring for a term of 60 months with a 4 percent 
increase in the per user monthly fee effective each January for the duration of the term 
beginning in January 2027.  Second by Commissioner Frey 
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 Motion passed by roll call vote. 
 Ayes: Welker, Mee, Kelly, Frey, Vires 
 Nays: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Barrett, Pecharich  
 
REPORTS FROM STAFF 

Director Beyer stated that the first 24 hours of spring, camp and aquatic registration on 
February 17 resulted in nearly 7800 registration and over $1.2 million in fees collected, 

 
Parks Plus Fitness Center Annual Report 

 
Fitness Manager Diserio thanked the facilities and maintenance staff for cleaning and 
maintaining Parks Plus Fitness Center. 
 
Manager Diserio reported that Parks Plus Fitness Center had a net revenue of over $100,000 
and a membership increase of 300. 
 
Manager Diserio stated that Parks Plus Fitness Center focused on outreached opportunities, 
youth performance at Central Athletic Center and holistic wellness programs. 
 
Commissioner Welker stated that it was an excellent report and she is looking forward to 
learning more about the new programming, 
 
Commissioner Mee commented that it was an excellent report, specifically the Executive 
Summary 
Commissioner Mee also noted: 

• Increased membership 
• Sustained growth since 2024 
• Program & race revenue growth 
• He appreciated the shout-out to the parks department regarding cleaning and 

maintenance 
• Nearly 90% of survey respondents rate PPF very good or excellent 
• New full-size lockers installed in RMCC locker rooms with positive feedback 
•  Addition of Youth Sports Performance Landing Page 

 
Director Diserio stated that the Youth Performance Program currently has over 100 youth 
participating.  It is anticipated that this number will continue to grow 
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President Vires stated that the numbers are amazing and he complimented Manager Diserio 
on his management and Executive Director Benard on his leadership. 

 
• Monthly Department Reports – Finance, Special Facilities, Marketing, Development, 

Events, Recreation, Athletics, Parks, and Planning 
 
Commissioner Mee commented that the Arrowhead Golf Club was ranked 24 by 
Golfer’s Choice for off course amenities. 
 
Commissioner Mee inquired about AGC Wedding Showcase. Director Novak 
responded that 60 couples attended and AGC staff are following up on leads. 
 
Commissioner Mee asked about the IPRA Showcase. Director Benard stated that the 
district was in the top three in a few categories and is proud of the work the 
marketing department is being recognized for on a state level. 

 
Commissioner Mee complimented the Recreation Department for a successful Ice- 
A- Palooza event. 

 
President Vires commented about fund balances that are slated to be transferred to capital to 
take on new projects and maintain assets. He mentioned that Arrowhead Golf Club is an 
Enterprise Fund, where a very small amount of money comes in from taxes and the 
remainder is from operational profits. Currently the AGC fund has a balance of $6 million+. 
Additionally, AGC contributes $50,000 annually to WPD capital Projects. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Mee moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:34p.  Second by Commissioner 
Kelly.  Motion  
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Motion Detail – New Business #13 2026 FOOTBALL UNIFORMS AND ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT BIDS 
Vendor Equipment Quantity Cost 

Equipment/Helmets/Miscellaneous Supplies 

Riddell 
Mouth Guards 

(Strapped) Navy Blue 1200 ea. $0.45 

Riddell 
Riddell Hard Cup Chin 

Strap 
Navy Blue 

30 ea. $18.00 

Santo Sport Store 
Champro Football Belt 

FWB – Orange 40 doz. $8.44 

 

 
Riddell 

Riddell Speed Classic 
Youth Helmet (Gloss 

Navy) 
With S2BDC-HS4 

Facemask Attached 
(Navy Blue FM) 

 

 
50 ea. 

 

 
$160.00 

 
Certor Sports 

Shutt F7 Air Youth 
Helmet (Gloss Navy) 

With F7X-ROPO-DQ-
O 

Facemask Attached 
(Navy Blue FM) 

 
30 ea. 

 
$140.00 

 
TPS Sports 

Champro 5-Star Rated 
SH7 Soft Shell Black 
SSH2 Helmet Small / 

Medium / Large 

 
200 ea. 

 
$37.78 

 
TPS Sports Champro 12” Pump 

A141 

 
30 ea. 

 
$2.98 

 
TPS Sports Champro Replacement 

Needle A145B 

 
10 ea. 

 
$0.58 

Socks/Shoulder Pads/Game Pants 

TPS Sports 
Champro Socks (White 
& Navy & Orange) AS2 
Multi-Sport Sock Small 

24 doz. $23.78 

 
TPS Sports 

Champro Socks (White & 
Navy & Orange) AS2 

Multi-Sport Sock Medium 

 
51 doz. 

 
$23.78 
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TPS Sports 
Champro Socks (White & 
Navy & Orange) AS2 
Multi-Sport Sock Large 

57 doz. $23.78 

 
Riddell 

Riddell Pursuit Youth 
Shoulder Pad Youth Sizes: 
Small / Medium/ Large/ 

X-Large/ XX- 
Large 

 
50 ea. 

 
$53.00 

 
Santo Sport Store 

Navy Game Pant – 
Champro Blocker 

Traditional Game Pant 
FP20 (Youth & Adult) 

 
 
 
 

 
500 Ea. 

Y - $13.93 
A - $15.43 

 
Santo Sport Store 

White Game Pant – 
Champro Blocker 

Traditional Game Pant 
FP20 (Youth & Adult) 

Y - $13.93 
A - $15.43 

 
Santo Sport Store 

Orange Game Pant – 
Champro Blocker 

Traditional Game Pant 
FP20 (Youth & Adult) 

Y - $13.93 
A - $15.43 

Footballs 

Santo Sport Store 
Wilson GST Tan Game 

Football Pee Wee 10 ea. $63.70 

Santo Sport Store 
Wilson GST Tan Game 

Football Junior 10 ea. $63.70 

Santo Sport Store 
Wilson GST Tan Game 

Football Youth 10 ea. $63.70 

Game One 
Wilson NFL The Duke 
Mini Replica Footballs 10 ea. $22.98 

Santo Sport Store 
Champro FLX Leather 
Football FB8 Pee Wee 10 ea. $46.84 

Santo Sport Store 
Champro FLX Leather 
Football FB 8 Junior 10 ea. $56.24 

Jerseys 

Kirhofer’s Sports 
Reversible Game Jersey 

(Youth & Adult) 500 ea. 
Y - $41.25 
A - $41.25 

Riddell 
Flag Football Jersey With 
3 Velcro Flags 600 ea. 

Y - $38.88 
A - $39.89 
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 Attached to Jersey. 
Twelve (12) different 

color mix – approx. 50 of 
each color/design with 2” 
RAMS and 6” number w/ 

single-color on-screen 
front with 8” number 

w/single color 
on screen back 

  

 
 

Santo Sport Store 

Champro Shuffle Football 
Practice Jersey FJ7 – Navy 

2” RAMS on front of 
jersey – White 

(Youth & Adult) 

 
 

500 ea. 

 
Y - $8.39 
A - $8.39 

Miscellaneous Items 

Santo Sport Store 
Champro Scrimmage Vest 

FV – Orange – 
Adult and Intermediate 

150 ea. $2.93 

TPS Sports 
Champro Football Helmet 

Scrimmage CAP 
FXA11 – Orange 

150 ea. $2.38 

Game One 
Riddell HS-24 Half 

Blocking Shed 10 ea. $54.79 

Game One 
Riddle R-13 Half Round 

Step-Over Dummy 10 ea. $91.92 

Game One Jax Tackler Varsity Black 1 ea. $1,294.50 

Game One 72” Pop-up Dummy 5 ea. $757.55 

Pyramid School 
Products 

BSN Sport JV Orange 
Chain Set & BSN Down 

Box 1379287 
1 ea. $485.99 

Santo Sport Store 
Champro Jumbo All- 

Purpose Bag on Wheels 
E50 - Navy 

20 ea. $63.70 

BSN 
Football Helmet 

Storage Cart 2 ea. $256.78 
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TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Michael Benard, Executive Director 
   
RE: Communications and Survey Consulting  
 
DATE:  March 16, 2026  
 
 
SUMMARY: Staff have received proposals form two consulting firms related to completing 
research and public communications concerning the board’s contemplation of placing a bond 
referendum question on the November 2026 ballot to fund the renovation or re-construction of 
Rice Pool and Waterpark along with three other potential projects.  
 
PREVIOUS COMMITTEE/BOARD ACTION: The Park Board discussed this topic on 
September 3, 2025 and January 17, 2026. Staff were directed to complete related research and 
solicit consulting relationships as appropriate for the boards further review, discussion and 
possible action.  
 
REVENUE OR FUNDING IMPLICATIONS: The proposal for communications consulting 
has a cost estimate of not to exceed $52,000 to $61,000 based on a menu of services to choose 
from. The proposal for survey services is priced at $29,875.  These costs can be met through the 
approved 2026 operating budget. 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS: The services outlined by both consulting firms require both 
internal and external stakeholder engagement.  
 
LEGAL REVIEW: Professional Services Agreements will be drafted by legal counsel as 
needed. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Proposal from Public Communications Inc. 
• Proposal from AQuity Research  

 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Communications Consulting Services – Motion to approve an agreement for 
professional services with Public Communications Inc. at a cost not to exceed $62,000 
 

2. Survey Consulting Services – Motion to approve an agreement for professional services 
with AQuity Inc. for $29,875 
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February 26, 2026 
 
Michael Benard, Executive Director 
Wheaton Park District 
102 E. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
Via email: mbenard@wheatonparks.org 
Cc: dsiciliano@wheatonparks.org 
 
Dear Mike,  

Thank you for considering Public Communications Inc. (PCI) as your communications partner as 
you advance priorities shaped by community feedback and informed by a comprehensive review of 
District assets, including Rice Pool. Your resident engagement efforts and recently updated 
Strategic Plan have provided a strong foundation for the District’s next steps. 

As you continue planning for the future, PCI is positioned to support your team in providing 
residents with clear, fact-based information grounded in research, fiscal responsibility and 
documented facility needs. Our approach emphasizes transparency, community engagement and 
public trust. 

We understand that you and the Board of Commissioners are: 

• Reviewing statistically valid survey data and resident feedback to confirm community needs 

• Evaluating facility conditions and remaining useful life 

• Identifying repair needs and associated costs 

• Establishing project priorities 

• Exploring potential funding sources  

If the Board later determines voter authorization is necessary to address long-term infrastructure 
needs, PCI is poised to support that process through community engagement and, if appropriate, 
informational voter education. 

VALUE TO THE PARK DISTRICT AND COMMUNITY 

Wheaton Park District exists to serve all residents. As an entity funded by taxpayer dollars, the Park 
District may not advocate for a “yes” or “no” vote on a ballot question. It may, however, provide 
timely and accurate information so residents understand proposed projects, funding considerations 
and the implications of decisions. 

As the District evaluates facility needs and potential funding options, communications should 
reflect the same discipline, transparency and responsiveness guiding Board deliberations. PCI’s 
approach centers on three priorities: 

• Transparency & Accountability: Taxpayers expect and deserve accurate information about 
how Park District resources are used and the financial implications of potential decisions. PCI 
will develop straightforward, accessible materials that clearly explain facility needs, funding 
options and potential tax impacts. Proactively addressing common questions helps strengthen 
community trust.  

mailto:mbenard@wheatonparks.org
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• Community Engagement and Meaningful Dialogue: Effective engagement goes beyond 
distributing materials. PCI will help create opportunities for two-way dialogue, providing 
multiple ways for residents to learn about and discuss facility needs and funding 
considerations. Whether through public meetings, FAQs or digital engagement, PCI prioritizes 
accuracy, accessibility and responsiveness. 

• Voter Education that Drives Participation: If the Board places a question before voters, 
residents should have clear, factual information about what the measure would authorize and 
how it could affect the District. PCI will help ensure materials are balanced, understandable 
and aligned with statutory requirements so voters can make informed decisions. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

PCI’s program is built on strategic, research-based communication that meets community 
members where they are, ensuring that all residents have access to accurate information in the 
manner they wish to be informed.  

Our experience has shown that the most important first step is to listen to the community and 
confirm the extent to which the proposed facility improvements are perceived to address needs. 

Communication Planning & Message Framework 

Effective communication must be grounded in research, documented facility needs and Board 
direction. 

PCI will work with District leadership to develop a strategic communications plan that outlines clear 
goals, measurable objectives and prioritized tactics. This roadmap will guide engagement efforts 
and ensure consistency across all channels. 

PCI will also develop a key message framework supported by documented proof points, ensuring 
that all materials reflect accurate data, fiscal analysis and the District’s planning process. 

Qualitative Research 

Listening remains essential as the District evaluates facility conditions and potential funding 
options. 

PCI will conduct individual conversations with Board commissioners to understand priorities and 
anticipate questions and community dynamics. PCI may also facilitate structured discussion 
groups (focus groups) with key stakeholder audiences to gauge sentiment, identify information gaps 
and refine messaging. The discussion will be guided by the results of a statistically valid survey 
should the Board choose to re-engage a research company to distribute a follow-up community-
wide survey. 

Findings will be analyzed and summarized in an executive report highlighting themes, areas of 
clarity and remaining questions to inform communication strategy and materials development. 

Board & Spokesperson Preparation 

Clear, consistent communication from leadership supports transparency and public trust. 

PCI will conduct a spokesperson preparation session for designated Commissioners and staff. 
Training will focus on the District’s informational role, sharing key messages clearly, responding 
thoughtfully to difficult questions and maintaining professionalism in public settings. 

PCI will also provide senior-level counsel at milestone Board meetings, including preparation for 
presentations related to facility findings, funding considerations or potential ballot action. 
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Media Relations 

Proactive, factual media engagement supports accountability. 

PCI will assist in preparing press materials tied to milestone moments, such as community 
information sessions, Board actions or updates related to facility and financial analyses. This 
may include drafting press releases, calendar announcements, letters to the editor and 
responsive statements as needed. 

PCI will advise on media strategy and messaging consistency. The District will retain 
responsibility for distribution of materials and direct engagement with media outlets. 

Community Relations & Education 

Community engagement should provide residents with opportunities to learn, ask questions and 
understand documented needs. 

PCI will develop public-facing materials such as Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), internal 
Question & Answer (Q&A) documents, presentation talking points and supporting slide content to 
explain facility conditions, project priorities and funding considerations in clear language. 

This may include preparation of informational mailers, postcards, flyers or other collateral 
materials, as well as outlining content for a dedicated website landing page. PCI will also 
recommend priority audiences and appropriate forums for presentations to support two-way 
dialogue. 

If the Board takes action to advance a ballot question, communications materials will focus on 
providing factual information about what is proposed and how it may affect the District. 

Digital Strategy & Support 

Digital platforms are central to transparent and timely communication. 

PCI will develop a digital education strategy that includes measurable objectives, a review of current 
social media channels and guidance for responding to online inquiries. This may include 
development of a response matrix, sample content, advertising recommendations, website content 
guidance and email communication recommendations. 

Digital strategy will support consistency, accessibility and proactive management of 
misinformation. 

Research, Planning & Program Management 

Strong coordination ensures alignment and sustained momentum. 

PCI will provide ongoing senior-level strategic counsel, facilitate regular check-in meetings with 
agendas and action steps and maintain a comprehensive timeline outlining milestones, 
responsibilities and deliverables. 

Throughout the engagement, communications will reflect the District’s role as a prudent steward of 
public resources, committed to transparency, fiscal responsibility and informed decision-making. 
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TIMING OF ENGAGEMENT 

The next opportunity to place a ballot question before voters is November 2026, with Board action 
required no later than August 17, 2026. Communications planning will align with Board decision 
points and may adjust as facility and financial details are finalized. 

• Phase 1: Strategic Foundation & Fact-Finding (Spring–Early Summer 2026) 

Following contract execution, PCI will conduct leadership intake, review existing research 
and develop a communications plan focused on community engagement and documented 
facility needs. Initial FAQs and engagement materials may be prepared during this period. 

• Phase 2: Community Engagement & Board Deliberation (Early–Mid Summer 2026) 

As survey results, facility analyses and cost projections are refined, communications will 
support transparent public dialogue and informed Board deliberations. Messaging and 
materials may be updated as project scope and funding considerations are clarified. 

• Phase 3: Informational Voter Education (If Applicable) (Late Summer–November 2026) 

If the Board approves a Resolution to place a question before voters, communications will 
transition to providing factual, accessible information regarding what is proposed and its 
financial implications. This phase continues through Election Day and includes post-
election communication, regardless of outcome. 

PCI is committed to helping Wheaton Park District engage and inform residents. We are grateful 
to be considered as your partner and look forward to working with you as you consider options to 
advance important initiatives. Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional 
information.  

 
All the best, 
 
 
 
Jacqueline Rachev, APR, MNA | Sr. Account Supervisor | m: 847.656.6321 | jrachev@pcipr.com   
Public Communications Inc. | 161 North Clark Street | Suite 2050 | Chicago, IL 60601  
 
C: Craig Pugh, APR | President | m: 312.350.8535 | cpugh@pcipr.com 
 
Attached: Scope of work and budget 

  

https://pcipr.com/
mailto:cpugh@pcipr.com
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SCOPE OF WORK AND BUDGET 
The proposed budget that follows is based on the estimated time it will take to meet the Wheaton 
Park District’s goals, professional standards to ensure quality work, and our previous experience 
developing and executing similar programs in the region.  
 

Option 1 
Communication Planning & Message Framework  
PCI will: 
• Develop a communications plan (roadmap with strategies and tactics to support goals 

and measurable objectives) 
• Identify themes and develop a key message framework with supporting proof points  
Qualitative Research (Facilitated Discussion Groups and Board Interviews)  
PCI will: 
• Develop a facilitator’s guide 
• Develop invitation language for client to send to discussion group participants 
• Facilitate two discussion groups with residents 
• Conduct 30-minute discussions with each Board member for intake 
• Collect and analyze data and summarize confidential findings from discussion groups 

and Board conversations to inform communications strategies and message 
development 

• Provide an executive summary report to highlight discussion findings 
Board & Spokesperson Preparation  
PCI will: 
• Conduct an in-person training session (up to two (2) hours) with up to ten (10) 

spokespersons focusing on the role of the spokesperson, sharing key messages and 
answering difficult questions 

Media Relations 
PCI will: 
• Create a community media list 
• Develop press releases/calendar announcements for milestones: community open 

houses/information sessions; Board vote to place referendum on ballot; post-election 
statements 

• Create one Letter to the Editor (from Board member, volunteer, etc.) 
• As needed, develop up to two (2) additional statements 
Client will distribute all press materials 

Community Relations & Education:  
PCI will: 
• Develop a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document for public use  
• Develop a talking points document to assist with community presentations 
• Create and design a suite of materials including: 
 Theme and complementary logo 
 Community education mailer (up to four) pages or postcard 
 Election information reminder postcard 
 PowerPoint deck template for community presentations 
 Up to two (2) additional print materials as needed (flyer, wallet cards, signage, etc.)  

• Create an outline for a proposed referendum landing page on the District’s website with 
suggested content  

Client is responsible for printing and distribution of collateral materials (including 
securing mailing lists and arranging for delivery via post office) 
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Digital Marketing Strategy & Support 
• PCI will create and execute a digital education strategy that includes goals and 

measurable objectives, an audit of current social media channels, a proposed matrix for 
responding to social media inquiries, sample social media posts, social media 
advertising recommendations, content opportunities, and best practices, 
recommendations for website landing page content, email marketing guidelines and 
partner toolkit outline recommendations 

Research, Planning & Program Management  
PCI will: 
• Conduct an intake meeting (up to 60 minutes) with leadership to align on program 

details, expectations, work flow and decision protocols 
• Facilitate bi-weekly 30-minute meetings with agenda and follow-up action items to 

maintain momentum 
• Provide senior-level strategic communications counsel 
• Create a program timeline with milestones, tactic due dates and responsibilities 
*All material delivery includes one round of client edits. Additional rounds of edits will 
be billed at our standard billing rates. 
Total Program Fees: $61,000 plus expenses not to exceed $1,000 
April – November 2026: $7,625/month 

 
 

Option 2 
Communication Planning & Message Framework  
PCI will: 
• Develop a communications plan (roadmap with strategies and tactics to support goals 

and measurable objectives) 
• Identify themes and develop a key message framework with supporting proof points  
Qualitative Research (Facilitated Discussion Groups and Board Interviews)  
PCI will: 
• Develop a facilitator’s guide 
• Develop invitation language for client to send to discussion group participants 
• Facilitate two discussion groups with residents 
• Conduct 30-minute discussions with each Board member for intake 
• Collect and analyze data and summarize confidential findings from discussion groups 

and Board conversations to inform communications strategies and message 
development 

• Provide an executive summary report to highlight discussion findings 
Board & Spokesperson Preparation  
PCI will: 
• Conduct an in-person training session (up to 90 minutes) with up to eight (8) 

spokespersons focusing on the role of the spokesperson, sharing key messages and 
answering difficult questions 

Media Relations 
PCI will: 
• Develop press releases/calendar announcement templates for milestones: community 

open houses/information sessions; Board vote to place referendum on ballot; post-
election statements 

• Create one Letter to the Editor (from Board member, volunteer, etc.) 
• As needed, develop one (1) additional statement 
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Client will distribute all press materials 
Community Relations & Education:  
PCI will: 
• Develop a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document for public use  
• Develop a talking points document to assist with community presentations 
• Create and design a suite of materials including: 
 Theme and complementary logo 
 Community education mailer (up to four) pages or postcard 
 Election information reminder postcard 
 PowerPoint deck template for community presentations 
 One (1) additional print material as needed (flyer, wallet cards, signage, etc.)  

• Create an outline for a proposed referendum landing page on the District’s website with 
suggested content  

Client is responsible for printing and distribution of collateral materials (including 
securing mailing lists and arranging for delivery via post office) 
Research, Planning & Program Management  
PCI will: 
• Conduct an intake meeting (up to 60 minutes) with leadership to align on program 

details, expectations, work flow and decision protocols 
• Facilitate bi-weekly 30-minute meetings with agenda and follow-up action items to 

maintain momentum 
• Provide senior-level strategic communications counsel 
• Create a program timeline with milestones, tactic due dates and responsibilities 
*All material delivery includes one round of client edits. Additional rounds of edits will 
be billed at our standard billing rates. 
Total Program Fees: $52,000 plus expenses not to exceed $1,000 
April – November 2026: $6,500/month 

 
Proposed project fees are based on the estimated time and expertise to meet your goals, 
professional standards to ensure quality and our previous experience developing and executing 
similar programs. Expenses will be included on the end-of-month invoice and billed out at the 
end of the month they were incurred.  
 
Fees are based on the following standard hourly billing rates: 
 
Intern ($65/hour) 
Digital Marketing Associate ($90/hour) 
Assistant Account Executive ($100/hour) 
Media Relations Associate ($100/hour) 
Digital Marketing Coordinator ($115/hour) 
Media Relations Coordinator ($125/hour) 
Account Executive ($125/hour) 
Digital Marketing Specialist ($135/hour) 
Sr Account Executive ($150/hour) 
Media Relations Specialist ($150/hour) 
Digital Marketing Manager ($185/hour) 

Account Supervisor ($200/hour) 
Media Relations Manager ($200/hour) 
Creative Director ($225/hour) 
Sr Digital Marketing Manager ($225/hour) 
Sr Account Supervisor ($250/hour) 
Sr Consultant/Writer ($250/hour) 
Vice President ($300/hour) 
Principal ($375/hour) 
Crisis Response ($450/hour) 
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Standard Contract Provisions 
We ask your agreement with the following provisions: 
 

1. All agreements between Public Communications Inc. (PCI) and Wheaton Park District may be 
terminated upon 60 days’ written notice by either party. It is understood that PCI may terminate this 
agreement upon 10 days’ notice if it is not paid as required under this contract. 

 
2. Modifications and/or supplemental agreements may be made by mutual agreement at any time and 

may be attached and become amendments to the basic contract upon signature by both parties it 
being understood that an email with a corresponding accepting email will also satisfy this 
requirement. 

 
3. Wheaton Park District agrees and hereby does indemnify, defend and hold harmless PCI against any 

actions, claims, including PCI damages, costs, time (fees) and expenses, including reasonable 
attorney fees incurred in defending against any action arising from work undertaken by PCI as a 
result of this retention, including, without limitation, the preparation or release of materials cleared 
and approved for and on behalf of Wheaton Park District.    

 
4. Wheaton Park District agrees that it shall not employ, hire or retain, or recommend to others the 

employment, hiring or retention of, as an employee, agent or independent contractor or otherwise, 
any person employed by PCI without prior written consent from PCI which may be withheld for any 
reason or no reason provided, however, that this limitation shall terminate with respect to any such 
person after he or she has been out of our employ for one year. 

 
5. Payment of service and production invoices is due in full within 30 days of receipt of invoice. 

Payments due to PCI which are delinquent beyond the normal due date as noted on PCI invoices 
will be subject to a 1.5 percent carrying charge monthly. In addition, Wheaton Park District shall pay 
all costs of collection including attorneys’ fees. 

 
6. The underlying principle of compensation for services is that PCI will be compensated in a manner 

permitted to cover its costs and earn a reasonable profit for work satisfactorily performed. 
Accordingly, PCI may request an adjustment be made on a mutually agreeable basis at any time 
should the scope of the task dictate otherwise. If no such adjustment is agreed PCI may terminate 
the contract upon 10 days’ notice. 

 
7. PCI services are performed within the codes of professional standards for the practice of public 

relations established by the Public Relations Society of America, the Word of Mouth Marketing 
Association (WOMMA) and the Barcelona Principles of measurement. We will be pleased to supply 
a copy of the codes to all interested parties. 

 
8. Please note AI technology may be used in the research and drafting of materials, deliverables and 

services throughout our engagement. Creating authentic and ethical work is PCI’s promise. We will 
maintain confidentiality by refraining from entering sensitive, identifying or proprietary business 
information into generative AI platforms. In addition, we are committed to following rigorous internal 
protocols in our professional reviews, strategic processes and creative thinking to provide quality 
control and transparency if using AI-generated output to augment PCI’s work for a client. 
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9. Please be aware that PCI offers crisis communications services, should a crisis need arise for 
Wheaton Park District. PCI offers these additional crisis communication services at an hourly rate 
of $450. Crisis communications counsel may include helping Wheaton Park District to assess the 
crisis and determine actual or potential damage, parties affected, level of the situation, pertinent 
information required, communication response strategies, messaging, written materials required, 
standby statements, fact sheets and other collateral, determination and training of spokespersons, 
strategies for reputation recovery or rebuilding, ongoing social media monitoring, internal 
communications, media relations, strategy planning and execution, digital strategies, development 
and/or management of issue-specific microsite as needed. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
We value the opportunity to work with Wheaton Park District. If the terms described here are 
acceptable, this letter can serve as our agreement.  
 
Please return one signed copy of this agreement to us (to jrachev@pcipr.com, copy to 
accountinggroup@pcipr.com), keeping a signed copy for your files.  
 
All the best, 
  
 
Jacqueline Rachev, APR, MNA | Sr. Account Supervisor | m: 847.656.6321| jrachev@pcipr.com 
Public Communications Inc. | 161 N. Clark | Suite 2050 | Chicago, Illinois 60601 
 
Signed on behalf of Public Communications Inc. (PCI) by: 
 
        February 26, 2026 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Craig Pugh, APR, President     Date 
 
 
Signed on behalf of Wheaton Park District by: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Date 
 

mailto:jrachev@pcipr.com
mailto:accountinggroup@pcipr.com
mailto:jrachev@pcipr.com
https://www.pcipr.com/
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