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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes
Wednesday April 17, 2024 5:00 p.m.
City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois

CALL TO ORDER - President Kelly called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Barrett, Mee,
Pecharich, and Vires were present.

Commissioner Frey was absent.

PRESENTATIONS

Cosley Zoo 50™ Anniversary and Run for the Animals

Kaitlin Lizik, Annual Giving and Events Manager for the Wheaton Park District, stated that she
has the privilege of working with the park district’s three nonprofit foundations. She said that the
development team is hard at work with planning special events and fundraising initiatives. The
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation is currently planning two new fundraising events
for 2024: HOPtober Fest and An Evening with Geoffrey Baer; the Play for All Playground and
Garden Foundation is gearing up for Summer Play Days and is celebrating 10 years of inclusive
play; and the Cosley Foundation is celebrating Cosley Zoo’s 50" Anniversary.

She shared the marketing and fundraising initiatives for Cosley Zoo in 2024, as they all
commemorate the 50" anniversary in some way. The marketing team has been hard at work
creating historical panels that will be placed at Cosley Zoo. These panels will highlight the zoo’s
accomplishments throughout the decades, allowing visitors to become immersed in the zoo’s
history. The Cosley Run for the Animals will be taking place on June 1. We’re expecting over
1,700 participants to join us this year. To highlight the 50™ anniversary, we have designed a retro
themed T-shirt, reflective of the 1970s. This design will also be featured in our finisher’s medal.

The Mike Williams Cosley Classic will take place on August 5 at Arrowhead Golf Club. After
last year’s sold-out event, we will be using all three courses again this year and will be
incorporating the 50™ anniversary into the golfer gift. The zoo opened as Cosley Children’s Park
and Museum on August 17, 1974. We will be hosting an Anniversary Opening Day Celebration
on Saturday, August 17 that will be a community event for all to enjoy. This event will feature
giveaways, activities throughout the day, and more. Lastly, Cosley Zoo will be hosting its first-
ever gala, Woodland Wonder, on September 7, 2024. Woodland Wonder will be an enchanting
evening at the zoo, where guests will enjoy a delicious meal, engage in animal encounters, and
learn about the zoo’s important mission.

COMMUNITY INPUT
Sharon Beiersdorf, 766 Ralph Court, provided public comment concerning the admission fee for
the summer concert series.

Charles Smith, ON236 Woodland Drive, provided public comment concerning the proposed
Cosley Zoo parking lot.
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John Patterson, 1849 Cherry Street, provided public comment concerning park district
commissioner individual email addresses, the admission fee for the summer concert series, and
the proposed charging stations at the Community Center.

CONSENT AGENDA

A.

B.

m o O

Approval of the Disbursements totaling $513,156.67 for the period beginning March 13,
2024, and ending, April 9, 2024

Approval of the Disbursements totaling $966,384.79 for the period beginning March 13,
2024, and ending, April 9, 2024

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes March 20, 2024

Approval of Special Meeting Minutes April 3, 2024

Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes February 7, 2024

Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Seconded
by Commissioner Vires. No discussion.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

1.
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Arrowhead Golf Club Heating and Cooling Roof Top Unit Replacement

Project

Vires moved to approve a contract with Cahill Heating and Air for the Arrowhead Golf
Clubhouse Roof Top Unit Replacement Project for the base bid in the amount of
$492,000, plus a 10% contingency. Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

President Kelly stated that this will take place for approximately three weeks in the
middle of October when no heat or air conditioning is typically needed. We will install
several units at a time.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey
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Cream of Wheaton Concessions Purchases and Trailer Rental
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the invoice from Euclid Beverage at a
total cost not to exceed $27,000. Seconded by Commissioner Mee.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Alcohol Sales and Service on Park District Property for 2024 Events
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve proposed alcohol sales and service for
the following 2024 events:
e Cosley Zoo Uncorked Wine Tasting Event July 11, 2024
e Northwestern Medicine Memorial Park Rental August 10, 2024
e Cosley Zoo Woodland Wonder Gala Event September 7, 2024

Seconded by Commissioner Mee. No discussion.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Arrowhead Golf Club Kitchen Contractual Temp Staffing
Commissioner Mee moved to approve a three-year agreement with Pro Staffing for
temporary staffing at Arrowhead Golf Club for the following positions and hourly rates:

e Dishwashers $23.79
e Dishwashers/ Prep Cook $25.20
e Cook #1 $27.17
e Cook#2 $30.03
e Banquet Server $22.88

Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich.

Executive Director Benard said that occasionally we need to utilize contractual temp
staff to continue operating normally for events or weddings when staff calls off on short
notice for various reasons. In 2023, only dishwashers were needed.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey
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Community Center Parking Lot Repaving Project
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve of Change Order # 3 from Abbey Paving
for $4,320. Seconded by Commissioner Mee.

Commissioner Mee stated that the board has not decided if we will be charging or not
for the electric vehicle charging stations.

Motion passed by voice vote.

Community Center Interior Renovation Project Phase 2
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve Change Order #4 from Stuckey
Construction for $26,173.99. Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Community Center Interior Renovation Project Phase 2 / Table Purchase Quotes
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the purchase of tables through Southern
Aluminum in the amount of $25,397. Seconded by Commissioner Mee. No
discussion.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Community Center Interior Renovation Project Phase 2 / Office Furniture Bids
Commissioner Mee moved to accept the Base Bid, Alternate 1 and installation of the
furniture from Thomas Interiors for an amount of $50,769.78.

Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey
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9. 2024 Park Picnic Tables
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the quote from The Park and Facilities
Catalog in the amount of $23,097.50 for the purchase of 20 picnic tables. Seconded
by Commissioner Pecharich.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

10. City of Wheaton Gary Avenue Roadway Improvement Project
Commissioner Barrett to approve the Temporary and Permanent Easement
Agreements for Gary Avenue Roadway Improvement Project.

Seconded by Commissioner Vires.

President Kelly stated that these are no cost easements.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

REPORTS FROM STAFF
* Executive Director- No report
* Special Events Annual Report 2023
Commissioner Mee thanked staff and all our civic partners for successful events all
year round.

Commissioner Pecharich said that she recently took a friend from out of town on a
tour of our facilities and parks. She thanked staff for all that they did to maintain
them. She said that Wheaton is fortunate to have a great park system.

*  Museum Annual Report 2023
Commissioner Mee thanked the Museum Staff for a great report. He thanked the
Museum Foundation Board, supporters, and sponsors for their participation with the
museum, Mee recognized the passing of long time Museum Foundation Board
Member Bob Jacobsen. He will be missed. He was pleased to see the visitor numbers
have increased.

Commissioner Pecharich enjoyed the museum newsletter and the story of Dan
Goodwin regarding his contribution for the roof replacement in 2016.

* Monthly Department Reports — Finance, Special Facilities, Marketing, Development,
Events, Recreation, Athletics, Parks, and Planning
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Commissioner Mee stated that the Parks Plus Fitness numbers increased in 2023, and
he anticipated that it will increase even more when the locker rooms are completed.
He thought that the Wintrust March Madness event at Arrowhead was a great event.
He stated that we are in for another banner year at Arrowhead for golf. He attended
the Super Hero Run and it was fantastic.

Commissioner Vires recently attended the funeral of Dave Novak, father of Director
of Athletics and Facilities Dan Novak and Superintendent of Projects/Events Nic
Novak. He stated that Dave Novak was also in the Parks and Recreation field and
was a well-attended funeral. It made him realize what a tight knit community this
field is, and he is proud to be a part of this organization. Commissioner Mee echoed
Vires’ comments.

Executive Director Benard stated that this was Director of Special Facilities Andy
Bendy’s last park board meeting. He will be retiring in May. He acknowledged his
outstanding contribution to our agency over the last 17 years. Under Bendy’s
leadership our Special Facilities have thrived, and our ability to put money back into
our Special Facilities through the resources generated through his excellent
stewardship of those operations has been nothing short of remarkable in that time.
Bendy and Benard have known each other for over three decades and have worked
together over the last two decades and there is nobody better at what they do than
Andy Bendy. Benard again acknowledged Bendy for his time at the park district, and
said, on behalf of this entire community, park board and staff we will miss you and
job well done. Benard’s comments were met with a standing ovation. Bendy thanked
Benard and the board for their support over the last 17 years. He stated it’s been a
great ride and as a few of the board members just said it is an awesome park district
not just for residents but for staff as well. He thanked Benard and the board again for
their support over the years.

CLOSED SESSION
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At 5:34 p.m., Commissioner Mee moved to adjourn to closed session for the purpose
of The Selection of a Person to Fill a Vacancy in Public Office, 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (3).
Commissioner Pecharich seconded.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires, Kelly
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey



