
 

Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should 
contact the park district’s ADA Compliance Officer, Michael Benard, at the park district’s Administrative Office, 
102 E. Wesley Street, Wheaton, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm at least 48 hours prior to the 
meeting. Requests for a qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days advance notice. Telephone number 
630.510-4944; fax number 630.665.5880; email dsiciliano@wheatonparks.org Page 1 
 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Meeting - Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 
Wednesday April 23, 2025 - 5:00 p.m. 

City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 
 

April 21, 2025 

Public notice is hereby given that the Board of Park Commissioners of the Wheaton Park 
will meet Wednesday April 23, 2025 

The meeting will take place at Wheaton City Hall, 303 W. Wesley, Wheaton, IL. 

Please contact Michael J. Benard, Board Secretary, for further information. 
mbenard@wheatonparks.org 

 

 

Michael J. Benard  
Secretary 
 

 

 

The Agenda for the April 23, 2025, Meeting is as Follows: 
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Meeting of the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners  

April 23, 2025, 5:00 pm 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

PRESENTATIONS  

• DuPage County Historical Museum  
 

COMMUNITY INPUT 

Public comments are important to the Board. However, it is the Board’s policy not to take action 
on items until time has been taken to gather information and discuss all options. Lack of action 
does not imply lack of interest in the issues. During the community input portion of the agenda 
the Board typically will ask residents to provide input prior to accepting input from nonresidents. 

The purpose of the public participation is to allow the public the opportunity to make a statement 
to the Board. The purpose of public participation is not to provoke a debate with the Board. Once 
an individual has spoken, that individual may not speak on the same issue again. Any limitation 
regarding addressing the Board may be waived by a majority vote of the Board. 

Except during the public comment portion of the regular Board agenda, or as stated in this rule, 
no person other than the Executive Director or the District’s Attorney may address the Board. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent Agenda items are considered by the Park District to be routine and will be enacted in 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items. If a member of the Park Board 
requests, a Consent Agenda item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as an 
individual item at the end of old or new business. 

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,138,217.37 for the period beginning March 
12, 2025, and ending April 8, 2025 

B. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes February 1, 2025 
C. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes March 19, 2025 
D. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes April 2, 2025 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. 2025 Independence Day Fireworks & Drone Show –  
a. Motion to authorize the Executive Director to execute an agreement with Mad 

Bomber Fireworks in the amount of $30,000 for the July 3, 2025 Fireworks Show 
b. Motion to authorize the Executive Director to execute an agreement with Chicago 

Drone Light Shows in the amount of $30,000 for the July 3, 2025 Drone Show 
 

2. Ordinance 2025-03 – Motion to adopt Ordinance 2025-03 Approving the Disposal and 
Sale of Personal Property Owned by the Wheaton Park District. 
 

3. Commissioner Conference Attendance – Motion to approve of Commissioner Barrett’s 
attendance during the Illinois Association of Park Districts 2025 Legislative Conference 
April 29-30 at a cost not to exceed $600. 

 
4. 2025 Staff Leadership & Training Program – Motion to accept a proposal for 

providing training and leadership development services from the Corporate Learning 
Institute at a cost not to exceed $33,300. 

 
5. Grant Agreements with the Cosley Foundation Inc – Motion to approve the following 

grant agreements with the Cosley Foundation Inc.  
a. Zoo overflow parking area design and construction  
b. Zoo existing conditions audit 
c. Zoo veterinary equipment 

 
6. Utility Procurement – Motion to Authorize the Executive Director to Execute Natural 

Gas Contracts for Transport and Choice Accounts for a 24 or 48 Month Term Starting 
July 2025 at a Rate Not to Exceed $ 5.00 Dth for Transport Accounts and $5.50 Dth for 
Choice Accounts (Supplier, term and final rates will be determined by April 30). 

 
7. Central Athletic Complex Parking Lot Project – Motion to approve change order #1 

with Patriot Paving for a contract increase of $36,270 
 

8. Central Athletic Complex Parking Lot Project  – Motion to approve an additional 
services proposal from Engineering Resources Associates for a contract increase of 
$1,500. 
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9. 2025 Vehicle purchases – Motion to approve the purchase of two 2025 Ford Transit 
Vans through the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative / Currie Motors Ford at a total price 
of $104,934.00. 

 
10. Cosley Zoo Education Pavilion & Duck Enclosure Project – Motion to approve  

Change Order #1 with E.P. Doyle for a contract reduction of $6,975. 
 

REPORTS FROM STAFF 

• Executive Director 
• Monthly Department Reports – Finance, Marketing, Development, Events, 

Recreation, Athletics, Cosley Zoo, Parks, and Planning 
• Annual Report – 2024 Special Events  
• Annual Report – 2024 DuPage County Historical Museum  

 

BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) 

b) The Selection of a Person to Fill a Vacancy in Public Office, 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (3). 
c) Purchase or lease of real property, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) 
d) Setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) 

(6) 
e) Pending, probable or imminent litigation, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (11) 
f) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes 

of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes, 5 ILCS 
120/2 (c) (21) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners  
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND FINANCE  

SUBCOMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday February 1, 2025, 10:00 a.m.  

Community Center 

1777 S. Blanchard Street, Wheaton, IL 60189 

CALL TO ORDER – 

President Kelly called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., Commissioner Barrett, Commissioner 

Frey, Commissioner Pecharich, and Commissioner Vires were present. 

 

Commissioner Mee was absent. 

 

Staff Present included: Executive Director Benard, Executive Assistant Siciliano, Director of 

Parks & Planning Sperl, Superintendent of Parks and Planning Hinchee, Director of Finance 

Simpson, Assistant Finance Director Meger. 

 

Executive Director Benard reviewed the purpose of the meeting which is to provide a review of 

all proposed projects and purchases that appear in the capital projects sections of the approved 

2025 budget and related funding sources.  President Kelly stated that this is the time for board 

members to determine if they would like staff to prepare to initiate planning and design on larger 

projects or prepare to go to bid for smaller projects or equipment purchases or if they would like 

to further information before staff moves forward.  The process of planning to execution 

including board review and approval of each capital project or purchase was reviewed. 

 

Review of 2025 Proposed Capital Projects  

Executive Director Benard and Director of Parks & Planning Sperl provided a summary of the 

capital projects fund and capital funding items that exist within individual operating funds.  The 

summary included current capital fund balance and identified sources of funding to be added to 

the capital fund in 2025 to supplement the current fund balance. The use of the park district’s 

debt service extension base towards the annual issuance of general obligation bonds for both 

ongoing project funding as well as a source of funding to pay alternate revenue bond debt service 

was discussed.  The fund balance retention policy and target analysis was reviewed.  

 

Benard and Sperl then provided a presentation summary of the capital projects and equipment 

purchases contemplated in the adopted 2025 budget. For each project, the board asked question, 

discussed and then provided consensus on staff direction. A copy of the presentation will be 

available to the public via the park district website transparency portal. 
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Atten Park Streambank Stabilization project in partnership with Cantigny 

Consensus: Proceed with design only if grant funding is secured. 

  

Community Center Interior Refresh, Rehab & HVAC Phase 3: 

Consensus: Engage architect and proceed with concept design for presentation to the Park 

Board for design approval.  Community Center usage trends were discussed.  

 

Cosley Zoo East Parking Lot: 

Proceeding with project that was approved in late 2024 with completion estimated by June of 

2025 with usage commencing in late fall 2025 after the city completes the Gary Ave project.  

Staff to pursue alternative temporary staff parking options for the busy season to 

accommodate the temporary loss of the existing 30 space staff lot during construction. 

 

Cosley Zoo Existing Conditions Priority Projects: 

Consensus: Proceeding with prioritization of projects outlined in the existing conditions audit 

per board direction. Recommendation report to be presented to the Park Board for review and 

stakeholders are to be engaged. 2025 board approved zoo capital budget to be used for Taylor 

Barn replacement project which is being jointly funded by the park district and Cosley 

Foundation. 

 

Danada South Park: 

Consensus: Staff to provide a proposed update Park Board review to the master plan for the 

acreage leased from the Forest Preserve by the park district.  Engage Forest Preserve district 

to seek approval for the master plan update and lease extension.  Proposed additions to the 

master plan discussed included utilities, restrooms, ballfield drainage, ballfield lights and a 

disc golf course.   Primary funding sources considered for future site updates include grant 

funding and fundraising through the Sensory Garden Foundation.  Invasive tree removal 

project to proceed this spring as budgeted. 

 

Field House Concept Design, Cost and Operations Study: 

Consensus: Staff to seek community feedback on this item via the attitude and interest 

community survey being undertaken in 2025. Public input on this topic will be presented to 

the Park Board for their consideration.  A decision to engage consultants related to design and 

planning will then be made by the board. 

 

Lincoln Marsh Property Acquisition: 

Consensus:  Once the grant award is announced and an agreement signed, staff will execute 

the purchase of the land from the Conservation Foundation.  
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Park Restroom Facility Study: 

Consensus: Staff to seek community feedback on this item via the attitude and interest 

community survey being undertaken in 2025. Public input on this topic will be presented to 

the Park Board for their consideration.  A decision to engage consultants related to design and 

planning will then be made by the board. 

 

Northside Park Girl Scout Cabin Restoration or Replacement: 

Consensus: Staff to provide a usage report for current building and projected use changes if 

any for the replacement concept for their consideration at a future meeting. An update of the 

structural analysis will be conducted.  Will not be included in the resident attitude and interest 

survey.  

 

Rice Pool: 

Consensus: Staff to seek community feedback on this item via the attitude and interest 

community survey being undertaken in 2025. Public input on this topic will be presented to 

the Park Board for their consideration.  A decision to engage consultants related to design and 

planning will then be made by the board. 

 

Security Camera Upgrades District Wide: 

Consensus:  Staff to proceed as budgeted. 

 

Athletic Field Synthetic Turf Engineering Studies Atten CAC Graf: 

Consensus:  Staff to proceed with consultant solicitation and share an engagement 

recommendation with the board for their consideration. 

 

Atten Park Irrigation System Replacement:   

Consensus: Staff to complete synthetic turf analysis first (prior item).   

 

Blanchard Building Parking Lot and Chapel Demolition vs Improvement: 

Consensus: Hold on Chapel discussion one year. Proceed with grant funded parking lot as 

budgeted. 

 

Briarpatch Park Pickleball Shade 

Consensus:  Staff to proceed as budgeted. 

 

Central Athletic Complex & Central Park: 

Consensus: Staff to provide additional information on Boiler replacement for review by 

buildings and grounds Chairman. Proceed with grant funded parking lot, pickleball lights and 

pickleball shade structure as budgeted. 

 

Community Center Entrance Façade, HVAC, Irrigation Replacement and Memorial 

Room Audio Improvements: 

Consensus: Proceed with design for all projects and bring results to the park board for their 

consideration. 
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Cosley and Prairie Building  

Consensus: 855 parking lot lighting upgrades and paver replacement to proceed as budgeted. 

 

Graf Park: 

Consensus: Staff to proceed with batting cages project but shall review with baseball softball 

board a contribution to the cost. Synthetic turf carpet replacement to proceed as budgeted. 

 

Various Projects: 

Consensus: Staff to proceed as budgeted  

• Hawthorn Junction Playground Replacement  

• Herrick Playground Resurfacing  

• Hillside Fence Replacement  

• Memorial Park Fence Addition 

• Memorial Park Lions Terrace Shades  

• Rathje - Playground surfacing  

• Seven Gables Vita Course Replacement  

• Triangle Basketball court replacement  

 

DuPage History Museum: 

Consensus: Staff to proceed with grant application for permanent exhibit when available.  

Proceed with a $25,000 match to DuPage County $250,000 commitment for identified building 

and interior repairs.  

 

Northside Park: 

Consensus: 

• Dredge Settling Basin – Review project scope with City and Buildings and grounds 

Chairman. 

• Pickleball Court Shade $16,000 – Proceed as budgeted. 

• Warming Shelter Engineering and Design $25,000 – Proceed as budgeted. 

 

Prairie Building 855 Carpet and Paint Interior 

Consensus:  Staff to proceed as budgeted. 

 

Rice Pool: 

Consensus: Pause all items for one year pending community survey results. 

• Locker room floor refurbishment  

• Locker room partitions  

• Sandblast and paint  

• Shade  
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Toohey Park: 

Consensus: Proceed with design as budgeted for this OSLAD grant opportunity. 

 

Playground Replacements 

Consensus: Staff to proceed as budgeted  

• Hawthorn Junction  

• Hillside Tot Lot  

• Prairie Path Park  

 

Arrowhead Driving Range Improvement Feasibility and Concept Design: 

Consensus: Staff to proceed with consultant solicitation and share an engagement 

recommendation with the board for their consideration. Staff to complete a business plan / pro 

forma for the proposed operation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 12:10 p.m. Commissioner Frey moved to adjourn the meeting.   Seconded by Commissioner 

Barrett.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday March 19, 2025 5:00 p.m. 

City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER –Vice President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  

Commissioners Barrett, Frey, Mee, and Pecharich were present. 

 

President Kelly and Commissioner Welker were absent 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

None 

 

COMMUNITY INPUT 

None 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,179,064.85 for the period beginning February 

12, 2025 and ending March 11, 2025 

B. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes February 19, 2025 

C. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes February 1, 2025 and February 5, 2025 

D. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes March 5, 2025 

E. Approval of Amendments to the Meeting Schedules of the Wheaton Park District Board 

of Commissioners  

 

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the consent agenda except for the February 1, 

2025 Subcommittee Minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 None 
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NEW BUSINESS   

1. Remote Board Meeting Attendance – Commissioner Welker 

This item was not acted upon.   Commissioner Welker was not available to participate 

remotely in the March 19, 2025, Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners.   

 

2. Resolution 2025-01  

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve Resolution 2025-01 authorizing appointments to 

the board of the DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Frey  

 

Executive Director Benard stated that per the Intergovernmental Agreement we have with 

DuPage County, we have a foundation that raises funds to support the museum.  The IGA 

calls for 50% of board positions to be filled by the park district and 50% by DuPage 

County and one appointment by the Foundation Board.  

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

3. Government Relations Service Agreement  

Commissioner Frey moved to approve a one-year agreement for services with the 

Government Navigations Group INC at a cost not to exceed $54,000.  Seconded by 

Commissioner Barrett. 

 

Commissioner Vires stated that we need help bringing tax dollars home to the district and 

they have done a good job advocating for us. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

4. Remote Board Meeting Attendance  

Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve the amended rules for allowing Wheaton 

Park District Commissioners to attend board meetings by means of video or audio 

conference.  Seconded by Commissioner Mee. 

 

Executive Director Benard stated that the law now includes a new section for pandemic 

situations and for childcare issues, that would prevent a board member from participating 

in a meeting.     

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  
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Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

5. Athletic and Recreation Program Contractual Services  

Commissioner Mee moved to Approve the 2025 Athletic and Recreation Program 

Services Independent Contractor agreement amounts resulting in expenditures over 

$19,999.  Seconded by Commissioner Frey.  No discussion. 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

6. Arrowhead Golf Club Equipment Purchase  

Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve the purchase of one Toro 5800 G Sprayer 

through the National Intergovernmental Purchasing Alliance administered by Omnia 

contract #2023261 at a cost of $80,641.23 Seconded by Commissioner Frey.  No 

discussion. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

7. Arrowhead Golf Club Equipment Purchase  

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the purchase of two John Deere Gator GS Utility 

Vehicles at a cost of $29,727.44.  Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.  No discussion. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

 

8. Blanchard Building Parking Lot Project  

Commissioner Frey moved to approve a contract with Abbey Paving in the amount of 

$218,557 plus a 10% contingency.  Seconded by Commissioner Barrett 

 

Executive Director Benard said that the entire cost of this project is being paid for with 

federal grant dollars through DuPage County because the Blanchard Building and the 

Central Athletic Complex are polling places.   

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 
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Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

9. Central Athletic Complex Parking Lot Project  

Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve an additional services proposal with 

Engineering Resource Associates in the amount of $2,300.  Seconded by Commissioner 

Mee.  No discussion.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

10. Central Athletic Complex Parking Lot Paving Project  

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve a contract with Patriot Paving in the amount of 

$189,000 plus a 10% contingency.  Seconded by Commissioner Frey.  No discussion. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

11. Cosley Zoo Staff and Overflow Parking Area Project  

Commissioner Mee moved to approve change of order 2 with E.P. Doyle for a contract 

reduction of $2,300.  Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich 

 

Commissioner Mee asked if we had a target date yet, Benard said we are starting 

construction next week.  

 

12. Memorial Park Lions Terrace Shade Structure Project  

Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve a contract with Innovation Landscape in the 

amount of $73,420.80 plus a 10% contingency.  Seconded by Commissioner Barrett. 

 

Commissioner Mee asked when this project will start.  Director of Parks & Planning 

Sperl said it will be done before the middle of May. 

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   

 

 

13. Natural Areas Landscape Maintenance Contract  

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve a contract with Bedrock Earthscapes for a three-

year engagement for native area maintenance services in the amount of $110,550 

. Seconded by Commissioner Frey.  No discussion  

 

Motion passed by roll call vote. 

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich, Vires  

Nays: None  

Abstain: None 

Absent: Kelly, Welker   
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REPORTS FROM STAFF 

• Executive Director- No report 

 

BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION 

Arrowhead Golf Club 2024 Annual Report  

Olivia Englert, Senior Catering Manager, gave some highlights of the 2024 annual report and the 

exciting events they have planned for 2025. 

Starting with the golf department, Arrowhead ended 2024 with nearly 71,000 rounds, marking 

the highest rounds total this century. Research from the National Golf Foundation showed 

significant gains (20-25% increase) in participation from female players (adults and juniors), as 

well as strong increases in participation among Black, Hispanic, and Asian demographics. Golf is 

surging and doesn’t show any signs of slowing down, which is incredibly exciting. 

Englert stated that she was proud to announce that Arrowhead was named: 

BEST Public Golf Course and 3rd Place Wedding Venue in the West Suburban Living’s Best of 

the West rankings. 

The 2025 NBC’s Golf Pass’ Golfers Choice Top 25 Public Golf Courses; ranked Arrowhead 

number seventeen in the United States, number fifteen in the United States for off-course 

amenities and number one in Illinois.  She said they are very proud to earn these titles. 

Banquets had a fantastic 2024. They saw a notable increase in social events like baby showers, 

memorials, and birthday parties. Arrowhead hosted special events this year included a Christmas-

themed Murder Mystery, a sold-out Dueling Pianos event, and the Wedding Showcase. All were 

well attended, and guests had a wonderful time. 

Looking ahead, Banquets will host Easter and Mother’s Day in the ballroom again this year. 

Both menus are available online, and reservations are open. Additionally, we are excited to host 

the Wintrust March Madness event tomorrow! 

To start the year, the restaurant hosted Trivia twice a month in the bar, which guests thoroughly 

enjoyed. We will continue with live Trivia on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and introduce live 

music on the 3rd Friday of each month during the summer. The spring restaurant menu will go 

live in mid-April, featuring summer classics like the Chicken Salad and Summer Power Salad. 

Commissioner Pecharich congratulated Arrowhead staff on being named best #1 in the state golf 

course, she thinks they are all doing a great job, and that more people will be going to 

Arrowhead after these high rankings.   

 

Commissioner Mee stated the annual report has great graphics, and the history page is fantastic.  

Staff page is a great touch.  Mee Identified the 70,000 paid golf rounds, as a clear indication of 

the quality of the course.  He stated that Golf Course Superintendent Justin Kirtland and his staff 

do a great job managing the course.  Mee said that the entire Arrowhead golf, restaurant and 

banquet staff do a great job, Arrowhead is a destination place. Marketing staff does a great job, 
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not just with Arrowhead but with the entire district. Arrowhead employed many Wheaton 

residents last year with a total of $900.000 in wages.  Building Engineer Neil Dalcerro also does 

a great job.   

 

Commissioner Frey thought the ratings were fantastic.  He asked how we compare golf rounds to 

other courses.  Director of Arrowhead Operations Novak will get him this information.   

 

Commissioner Barrett, echoed the other commissioners’ statements 

 

Commissioner Vires said that Arrowhead is as successful as it is because of the past and present 

management. Arrowhead takes care of itself financially and transfers money to the capital 

projects accounts, which helps the rest of the district.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 5:24 p.m., Commissioner Barrett moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner _Frey 

seconded.  Motion passed by voice vote. 
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