
 
 

 

 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Meeting - Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 
Wednesday May 20, 2026 - 5:00 p.m. 

City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois 
 

May 15, 2026 

Public notice is hereby given that the Board of Park Commissioners of The Wheaton Park 
Wednesday May 20, 2026 

The meeting will take place at Wheaton City Hall, 303 W. Wesley, Wheaton, IL. 

Please contact Michael J. Benard, Board Secretary, for further information. 
mbenard@wheatonparks.org 

 

 

Michael J. Benard  
Secretary 
 

 

 

The Agenda for the May 20, 2026, Meeting is as Follows: 
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Meeting of the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 

May 20, 2026, 5:00 pm 

CALL TO ORDER 

PRESENTATIONS  

COMMUNITY INPUT 

Public comments are important to the Board. However, it is the Board’s policy not to take action 
on items until time has been taken to gather information and discuss all options. Lack of action 
does not imply lack of interest in the issues. During the community input portion of the agenda 
the Board typically will ask residents to provide input prior to accepting input from nonresidents. 

The purpose of the public participation is to allow the public the opportunity to make a statement 
to the Board. The purpose of public participation is not to provoke a debate with the Board. Once 
an individual has spoken, that individual may not speak on the same issue again Any limitation 
regarding addressing the Board may be waived by the Park Board President. 

Except during the public comment portion of the regular Board agenda, or as stated in this rule, 
no person other than the Executive Director or the District’s Attorney may address the Board. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent Agenda items are considered by the Park District to be routine and will be enacted in 
one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items. If a member of the Park Board 
requests, a Consent Agenda item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as an 
individual item at the end of old or new business. 

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $2,638,908.21 for the period beginning April 8, 
2026 and ending May 12, 2026 

B. Approval of Subcommittee Minutes April 8, 2026 
C. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes April 15, 2026 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
 
ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS & LIAISON APPOINTMENTS 

1. Motion to Elect John Vires President and William Barrett Vice President of the Wheaton 
Park District Board of Commissioners  

2. Motion to Appoint Michael Benard Executive Director / Secretary and Sandra Simpson 
Treasurer of the Wheaton Park District 

3. President to Appoint Foundation Park Board Liaisons and Subcommittee Chairpersons 
a. Cosley Foundation Board Liaison – Linda Pecharich 
b. DuPage Museum Foundation Board Liaison – William Barrett 
c. Sensory Garden and Playground Foundation Board Liaison – Terry Mee 



 
d. Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Chair – John Kelly 
e. Finance Subcommittee Chair – John Vires  

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Wheaton Park District Finance Policies – Motion to approve proposed additions to the 

policy. 
a. Budget Amendment Policy 
b. Long-Term Financial Planning Policy 

 
2. Ordinance 2026-04 – Motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-04 Disposal and Sale of Personal 

Property Owned by the Wheaton Park District. 
 

3. Cosley Zoo Exhibit Renovation Project Concept – Motion to approve the “Burrows to 
Branches” Cosley Zoo Exhibit Renovation Project concept  

 
4. Atten Park – Springbrook Creek Shoreline Stabilization Project 

a. Motion to approve the application for the 2026 IEPA 319 grant for Atten Park 
Streambank Stabilization.   

b. Motion to approve the cost sharing agreement with the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation for 50% of the cost of engineering in the amount of $44,010. 

c. Motion to approve a contract with Hey & Associates to proceed with tasks 1 thru 7 of 
their proposal in the amount of $88,020. 

 
5. Northside Park – Lagoon Sediment Settling Basin Dredging Project – Motion to 

approve a contract with Earthwerks in the amount of $535,000 plus a 10% contingency 
amount for the Northside Park Settling Basin Dredging. 

 
6. Northside Park – Lagoon Sediment Settling Basin Dredging Project – Motion to 

approve the additional services proposal from Burke LLC for construction phase 
engineering for an amount not to exceed $12,000 for the Northside Park Lagoon 
Sediment Settling Basin Dredging project. 
 
 

7. Ray Morrill Community Center – Motion to approve Change Order No. 1 in the 
amount of $565.92 for the Ray Morrill Community Center Interior Renovation Project 
Phase 3 

 
8. Alcohol Sales and Service on Park District Property – Motion to approve alcohol sales 

and service for 2026 Events at Cosley Zoo and DuPage County Historical Museum 
a. Boots and Bandanas at Cosley Zoo – July 16  5:30 – 8:00 pm 
b. Donor Event at Cosley Zoo – October 8  5:30 – 7:30 pm 
c. DuPage Museum Lecture Night – November 12 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 



 
9. Rice and Northside Pool Chemical Purchases – Motion to Accept the Bids for the 

purchase and delivery of Pool Chemicals from Hawkins and Terrace Supply for the 2026, 
2027 and 2028 seasons as follows:  
a. Hawkins – Sodium Hypochlorite Liquid, Coagulator, Cyanuric Acid, Muriatic Acid, 

and Calcium Chloride 
b. Terrace Supply – CO2 Liquid Gas, Container Rental  

   
10. Vehicle Purchase – Motion to approve the purchase of Parks Department Fleet Vehicles 

from Currie Motors Ford as follows: 
a. 2026 Ford F150 pickup truck $39,860.00 
b. 2026 Ford F250 pickup truck $42,767.00 
c. 2026 Ford F250 Crew Cab pickup truck $46,585.00 
d. 2026 Ford F450 Dump truck $76,359.00 
e. 2026 Ford Transit Van. Insurance covered replacement - $1,000.00 deductible 

REPORTS FROM STAFF 

• Cosley Zoo 2025 Annual Report 
• Executive Director 
• Cosley Zoo Annual Report  
• Monthly Department Reports – Finance, Special Facilities, Marketing, 

Development, Events, Recreation, Athletics, Parks, and Planning 

BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION 

CLOSED SESSION 

a) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) 

b) The Selection of a Person to Fill a Vacancy in Public Office, 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (3). 
c) Purchase or lease of real property, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) 
d) Setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) 

(6) 
e) Pending, probable or imminent litigation, 5ILCS 120/2 (c) (11) 
f) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes 

of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes, 5 ILCS 
120/2 (c) (21) 

POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION  

ADJOURNMENT































































































Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should 
contact the park district's ADA Compliance Officer, Michael Benard, at the park district's Administrative 
Office, 102 E. Wesley Street, Wheaton, IL Monday through Friday from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting. Requests for a qualified ASL interpreter require five (5) working days 
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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners 
SUBCOMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday April 8, 2026, 
DuPage County Historical 

Museum 
102 E. Wesley Street, Wheaton, IL 60187 

5:00 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER –  

President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., Commissioner Barrett, Commissioner 
Frey, Commissioner Mee Commission Pecharich, and were present.  
  
Commissioner Kelly, Commissioner Welker were absent 
 
Staff Present included: Executive Assistant Siciliano, Director of Parks and Planning Kimbrough, 
Assistant Director of Parks & Planning Pickett Director of Marketing Wilhelmi, Superintendent of 
Planning Hinchee, Director of Arrowhead Operations Novak, Director of Recreation Beyer, 
Director of Finance Simpson, Assistant Director of Finance Meger 
 
Executive Director Benard, was absent 
 
Guests: Dan Nicholas and Zach Kile- FGMA  

 
COMMUNITY INPUT 

   None 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
PRESENTATION 

• Arrowhead Driving Range Project - Dan Nicholas, Principal FGMA – Progress report on 
design development  

Dan Nicholas stated that the project is ready to move into design development. The “Cover 
the Tees” contract has been awarded. 
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He noted that a revised budget was received from EP Doyle that morning, showing the 
portion of the project that is about to be bid (everything except the “Cover the Tees” 
structure) is approximately $200,000 over budget. This estimate still includes a reduction 
from 10% to 7.5% design contingency. 

Nicholas explained that the team has begun breaking the project into components, 
especially since some work may be handled with in-house resources. At this stage, they are 
focusing specifically on the construction portion. Doyle has indicated comfort with the 
overall schedule and suggested that construction could potentially begin in September 
instead of October. Staff are currently evaluating what a September start would look like, 
though no decisions have been made. 

Staff added that the three-year average for the driving range during the month of September 
generates approximately $30,000 in revenue.  Arrowhead currently has 8 golf outings 
booked for September 2026. While starting earlier could impact operations, the team is 
exploring alternatives that can take place, like temporary hitting bays to avoid any weather-
related issues if the schedule is accelerated.  

Commissioner Pecharich asked whether any work could begin in the area while still 
allowing the driving range to remain open during outings. Nicholas responded that this 
would not be possible, as the area must be fully demolished before construction begins. 

Nicholas clarified that this area includes the short game practice area. The alternate design 
will require approximately 3,000 cubic yards of material and will be issued as a separate bid 
package alternate.   A decision on this alternate component will need to be made with the 
construction bid as well.   

During the design development phase, several additions were made, including a second 
studio bay, larger entrance area for traffic flow in conjunction with the concession area, 
washrooms, and a ball wash/storage area, increasing the total square footage. There is also a 
proposal to add lighting to the short game area—not for nighttime play, but to create 
ambiance from the clubhouse. 

Additionally, $100,000 had been allocated for stormwater management best practices. This 
could potentially be addressed north of the existing drainage swale or through permeable 
pavers. That allocation has been reduced to $50,000, with hopes of lowering it further. 

Hinchee noted that a similar budgeting refinement process was followed with the 
community center project and expects that bids will come in tighter as the project moves 
forward. 

No questions were raised by the board. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Buildings and Grounds 

1. Temporary Construction Easement and Perpetual Access and Maintenance Easement 
Agreement with Community Unit School District 200 – Review of easement agreement and 
exhibits 

Superintendent of Planning Hinchee explained that the board granted the school district a 
temporary agreement last month. The district has now returned with a new easement 
agreement for a watermain and underground stormwater detention, similar to Memorial 
Park and the Ray Morrill Community Center parking lot. The purpose is to formally 
document infrastructure that crosses the district’s property. 

Commissioner Pecharich asked whether the infrastructure is located on district property. 
Hinchee clarified that only a portion of it is. She then asked what would happen if there 
were ever an issue with the vault. Hinchee responded that the district would be notified at 
least seven days in advance before any work is done, unless it is an emergency. He also 
noted that the area in question is located beneath the basketball court. 

Pecharich asked whether the district has other properties with similar arrangements. Steve 
confirmed that it does, noting that the City of Wheaton has stormwater and sewer lines 
running through various properties. When Pecharich asked if this type of agreement is 
common, Steve replied that it is. 

 
2. Atten Park and Central Athletic Complex Baseball & Softball Infield Renovation 

Project – Review of bid results 

Assistant Director of Parks & Planning Pickett reported on the bid opening held on March 
17. Only one bid was received, and it covered work in five fields at a cost of approximately 
$90,000 per field. He noted that the contractor was non-committal and requested flexibility 
in the project schedule. 

Based on this, Pickett recommended completing the work in-house. He stated that staff have 
the experience and capability to complete at least eight fields, which would provide better 
value and cost savings. 

The plan is to maintain the original timeline and coordinate closely with the 
Baseball/Softball (BB/SB) Board of Control. Each field is expected to take approximately 
three to four days to complete. The BB/SB Board of Control has indicated its support for 
this approach. 
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Pickett also noted that both he and Director of Parks & Planning Kimbrough have prior 
experience performing this type of work, further supporting the decision to proceed in-
house. Overall, staff believe this approach is more cost-effective and operationally feasible. 

 
3. Atten Park and Central Athletic Complex Baseball & Softball Infield Renovation 

Material Purchase – Review of bid results 

Pickett and Kimbrough discussed the specialized material mix previously referenced from a 
quarry in Wisconsin that produces it. Due to the proprietary nature of this product, staff are 
recommending that the district not go out to bid and instead purchase the material directly 
from the supplier. 

They noted that if the project were bid out, contractors would likely source the same 
product and include a markup, resulting in higher costs. Purchasing directly is therefore 
viewed as the more cost-effective approach. 

 
4. Ray Morrill Community Center Furniture Purchase – Review of bid results 

Hinchee reported that earlier this year, furniture and furnishings were purchased for the front office 
and front desk areas. The current request is to complete the remaining portions of the community 
center, including preschool rooms and lounge areas, particularly near the new space by the gym. 

He noted that the only remaining items to be purchased are smaller items, such as kitchen 
toys for the preschool rooms. 

Hinchee also mentioned that a few material deliveries have been delayed, pushing some 
timelines back to early May. Pecharich asked what specifically had been delayed, and 
Hinchee responded that the front desk components, doors, and ceiling materials are the 
primary items affected. 

 
5. Cosley Zoo Duck Pond Fencing and Brick Paver Replacement Project Review of bid 

results 

President Vires reported that Commissioner Kelly expressed concerns that the bid process 
for the individual bricks may not have been handled optimally. He plans to follow up 
directly with Hinchee to discuss this further. Hinchee clarified that the current pricing 
includes salvaging any usable bricks. 

Pecharich referenced prior work completed during the construction of the new pavilion, 
specifically near the bridge area and the rope fencing around the duck pond. She asked how 
that work would integrate with the current project. 
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Hinchee responded that the fencing would terminate at each of the bridges. Pecharich then 
asked whether the current fencing setup presents any issues. Steve confirmed that it does, 
noting that animals frequently chew through the rope, and much of it is currently being held 
together with zip ties. 

6. Arrowhead Golf Club Entrance Sign Façade Update Project – Review of quotes  

Director of Arrowhead Operations Novak explained that, in celebration of Arrowhead’s 
100-year anniversary, staff is proposing updates to signage to reflect the new logo. The goal 
is to create a fresh, updated look that clearly identifies the facility as part of the park district 
and communicates that it is welcoming to the community while retaining a fresh brand 
recognition that reflects growth. 

He noted that the same builder who created the original sign will be used, and the design 
will remain largely the same, with the primary change being a color update from red to blue. 

Pecharich raised concerns, stating that in July of last year, new colors and logos were 
presented, and she had requested cost information related to implementing the logo change 
but never received it. She further noted that at a recent mixer, the new logo was already 
being used on staff uniforms. She expressed concern that the board was not formally 
notified of the logo change cost at Arrowhead and believes that, while the district can afford 
the sign, there are higher-priority needs. She stated that the board was not happy with the 
community center situation, where the sign cost approximately $60,000.  She is concerned 
this same thing could happen with the Arrowhead sign.   

Commissioner Mee responded that this project has been in development for some time, and 
is a staff recommendation, and represents a relatively minimal cost. He expressed his 
support for moving forward, which was echoed by Commissioner Frey. 

Novak added that the parks department has been completing a significant amount of signage 
work in-house to help manage costs with the operation budget. 

Frey asked whether the wording at the bottom of the sign would be removed as part of the 
update. Novak responded that everything from the digital sign and below would remain the 
same.  

Vires stated that he is not in favor of the proposal, referencing concerns stemming from the 
community center sign project. 

Pecharich reiterated her concern that the proposal was not brought back to the board for 
discussion and expressed dissatisfaction with the overall process. 
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Finance and Administration  

1. Ordinance 2026-03 – Review of an Ordinance Approving the Disposal and Sale of 
Personal Property Owned by the Wheaton Park District. 

 No questions or discussion.  
 

2. Illinois Association of Park Districts Legislative Conference May 5-6 – Review of 
Commissioner Attendance 
Commissioner Barrett expressed interest in going. There were no questions from the board  

 
3. National Restaurant Show May 18-19 – Review of Commissioner attendance  

Commissioner Mee expressed interest in going. There were no questions from the board  
 

4. Cream of Wheaton Purchases – Review of purchase from Euclid Beverage 
Novak stated that this is housekeeping because of dollar amount. Anything we don’t use 
gets returned and 100% refunded. There were no questions from the board. 

 
5. 2026 Staff Leadership Training Program – Review of proposal from Corporate Learning 

Institute 
Director of Recreation Beyer stated that this was a proposal from Corporate Learning 
Institute.  Training will begin in May 2026, which will include 5 workshops, for 
approximately 120 staff.  Beyer stated that some of the new workshops this year will be 
based on surveys from the 2025 sessions.  

 
ADJOURNMENT   
At 6:05 p.m. Commissioner Mee moved to adjourn the meeting. Second, by Commissioner 
Barrett Motion carried by voice vote.  
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