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W Wheaton Park District

Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes
Wednesday November 19, 2025 5:00 p.m.
City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois

CALL TO ORDER -President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. Barrett, Frey,
Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker were present.

PRESENTATIONS
None

COMMUNITY INPUT
None

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of the Disbursements totaling $2,368,921.84 for the period beginning October
8, 2025, and ending November 11, 2025

B. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes October 8, 2025

C. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes October 15, 2025

D. Approval of Subcommittee Meeting Minutes November 5, 2025
Approval to Appoint Michael Benard as Delegate to the Illinois
Association of Park District’s Annual Meeting January 31. 2026

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Seconded by
Commissioner Frey. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
1. General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2025

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the Bid from Time Bank at an Interest Rate of
3.0% for the Issue of $2,235,117 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series
2025. Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

Anthony Micelli from Speer Financial stated that bids were received yesterday, on
November 17™ for the District’s issuance of Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2025. The
district received a total of six bids with the best bid received from Time Bank, Park
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Ridge, Illinois at a rate of 3.0%. The six bids ranged from the low bid of 3.0% to a high
bid of 3.68%. After the bids were received, the issue was resized to $2,235,117.00. As a
comparison, this rate represents a 46-basis point decrease from the best bid received last
year. Proceeds of the bonds will be used to pay debt service on the district’s 2019
General Obligation Alternate Revenue Source Bonds and provide approximately $1.72
million for capital projects. He said that we will close the bonds on December 4. There
were no comments from the board. Micelli was thanked for his work on behalf of the
park district.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

Ordinance 2025-06

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve an ordinance providing for the issue of
approximately $2,230,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds, Series 2025, for
the payment of land condemned or purchased for parks, for the building, maintaining,
improving and protecting of the same and the existing land and facilities and for the
payment of certain outstanding bonds, providing for the levy of a direct annual tax to pay
the principal and interest on said bonds and authorizing the sale of said bonds to the
purchaser thereof. Seconded by Commissioner Frey.

Benard clarified the motion and asked that the word approximately and the approximate
number of $2,230,000 be changed by removing the word approximately and making the
total $2,235,117.00 to correct the motion. Commissioners Barrett and Frey agreed. No
further discussion from the board.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

Employee Insurance Benefits Renewal for 2026
Commissioner Mee moved to approve:
a. Blue Cross Blue Shield Employee HMO, PPO and HDHP Health Insurance
Program
b. Blue Cross Blue Shield Dental PPO Plan
¢. Dearborn National Vision Plan, Group Term Life, AD&D, and Voluntary Life
d. ComPsych Employee Assistance Program
At a cost of Approximately $2,427,027 not including employee contributions toward
health care and vision for the 2026 plan year.

Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.



Benard explained that our broker initially reported the Blue Cross Blue Shield renewal
quote at a 27% increase in cost over 2025. After negotiations and seeking competitive
pricing from other carriers, Blue Cross reduced their quote to a 16% increase. To
provide additional rate increase relief, staff are recommending modest plan changes that
result in an increase of 9% over 2025 rates.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

4. Health Insurance / Employee Contribution Rates for 2026 -
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve Employee Contribution Rates of 5% of
Premium Costs for HMO Coverage for employees and 10% of Premium Costs for
HMO coverage for dependents, 15% of Premium Costs for PPO Coverage for
employees and 20% of Premium Costs for PPO Coverage for dependents, and 10%
of Premium Costs for HDHP Coverage for employees and 15% of Premium Costs
for HDHP for dependents for the 2026 insurance plan year. Seconded by
Commissioner Mee.

Commissioner Kelly stated that he is not ready to vote on the matter. He noted that if
there will be higher costs for employees, he would like to see additional details on
how each option would impact them. Benard stated that the board could choose to
defer the decision to a near future meeting.

Commissioner Kelly moved to table. Seconded by Commissioner Welker

Motion to table passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

5. Wheaton Park District Strategic Plan 2026-2028
Commissioner Mee moved to approve of the 2026-2028 Strategic Plan and updated
Mission, Vision, and Values Statements for the Wheaton Park District. Seconded by
Commissioner Barrett,

Commissioner Mee appreciates the work by Berry Dunn and Staff. Mike recognized
Director of Recreation Beyer who provided leadership for this this process.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
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6. 2026 Independence Day Fireworks & Drone Show
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the 2026 July 3™ Drone and Firework Display
with Chicago Drone Light Shows in partnership with Mad Bomber Fireworks in the
amount of $100,000. Seconded by Commissioner Frey.

Commissioner Kelly asked how much the city is contributing. Executive Director

Benard reported that we can expect $135,000 to $150,000 in financial support from the
City of Wheaton.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

7. Arrowhead Golf Club Greens Fees
Commissioner Frey moved to Increase weekday green fees by $1.00 for 9-
holes and $2 for 18-holes and weekend green fees by $2.50 for 9-holes and
$5.00 for 18-holes. Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

Commissioner Kelly asked if there was any discussion at the subcommittee
meeting on giving residents a break on the weekends. Benard said that it did
not. Kelly stated that he doesn’t have a problem with $5.00 increase on the
weekends for nonresidents but would like to see residents stay at $2.00
increase on weekends. Frey asked Novak how this would impact things.
Director of Arrowhead Operations Novak said he would have to investigate
this, he wouldn’t be able to provide a projections at this time.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: Kelly

Abstain: None

Absent: None

8. Rice and Northside Pool Fees

Commissioner Mee moved to approve of 2026 Fee Proposal for Pool Memberships and
Daily Fees as presented:

Season - Individual Res $125 / Non Res $179

Season - Each Additional Family Member Res $65 / Non Res $89

Season - Senior Individual (60+) Res $110/ Non Res $157

Season - Senior Couple (60+) Res $153 / Non Res $218

Daily Adult — Res $12.50 Rice / Res $12.00 Northside

Daily Adult — Non Res $16.50 Rice / Non Res Northside $16.00

Daily Child (to 17) & Senior (60+) - Res $10.00 Rice / Res $9.50 Northside
Daily Child (to 17) & Senior (60+) — Non Res $13.00 Rice / $12.50 Northside
6 Visit Guest Booklet $75.00

20 Visit Guest Booklet $250.00

Seconded by Commissioner Kelly
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Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

9. Ordinance 2025-05
Commissioner Pecharich moved to Adopt Ordinance 2025-05 Approving the Disposal
and Sale of Personal Property Owned by the Wheaton Park District. Seconded by
Commissioner Frey. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

10. Illinois Association of Park Districts & Illinois Park and Recreation Association
2026 Educational Conference and Exposition —
Commissioner Mee moved to Approve Commissioner Barretts’ Attendance to the Illinois
Association of Park Districts & Illinois Park and Recreation Association 2026
Educational Conference and Exposition January 29-31 at cost not to Exceed $1,300
Seconded by Commissioner Kelly. No discussion. Motion passed by Voice vote.

11. Ray Morrill Community Center Phase 3
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve the additional work proposal for furniture and
signage from Williams Architects for in the amount of for $35,000 for the Ray Morrill
Community Center Phase 3 Interiors project. Seconded by Commissioner Frey. No
discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

12. 855 Prairie Painting Project
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve a contract with Better Home Ideas for the
base bid amount of $45,000 plus a 10% contingency in the amount of $4,500. Seconded
by Commissioner Frey. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None
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13. 855 Prairie Carpeting Project
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve a contract with ABM Commercial Flooring
for a total amount of $50,600 plus a 10% contingency in the amount of $5,060.
Seconded by Commissioner Barrett. No discussion.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

14. Cosley Hale Family Education Pavillion & Duck Enclosure
Commissioner Barrett moved to accept Change Order #10 in the total credit amount of
($858.90) with E.P. Doyle Construction. Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich. No
discussion. Motion passed by voice vote.

15. Tree and Bench Commemorative Program
Commissioner Barrett moved to approve an increase in the Commemorative Program
with trees increasing from $1,000 to $1,500 and benches from $2,500 to $3,000.
Seconded by Commissioner Pecharich.

Benard stated we’re increasing prices due to increases in costs associated with providing
this service.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Frey, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: None

16. Triangle Park Basketball Court
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve a time extension with Chicagoland Paving to
complete the remaining work by May 29, 2026. Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

Benard stated that weather is no longer favorable for sealcoating, so we must push it to
spring. No discussion. Motion passed by voice vote.

REPORTS FROM STAFF
Benard reported that the park district has been re-accredited as an Illinois Distinguished
Agency. He emphasized that the accreditation process is very rigorous and requires
participation from all departments. He thanked Executive Assistant Siciliano and Director
of Recreation Beyer for their leadership throughout the process.
He noted that only 45 park and recreation agencies out of approximately 400 statewide
have achieved this designation. Commissioner Mee added that the district earned an
excellent score of 496 out of a possible 500 points.
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Commissioner Mee stated the Aquatics Annual Report was excellent. Mee said that it is
important to recognize that 84% of the aquatics staff are Wheaton residents, contributing
approximately $700,000 to the local economy. Both pools exceeded standards on the
Ellis safety report, and combined revenue from pool passes increased by 9%.
Additionally, Wendy Russell and Tom Grace were acknowledged for their remarkable
dedication, representing a combined 55 years of service.

President Vires was impressed that the pools sold $42,000 in ice cream and $22,000 of
that was for dipping dots. He commented that 2/3 of attendance is at Rice Pool, which
shows that it is still in high demand even though it’s an aging pool.

Commissioner Mee said that golfing at Arrowhead will be closing at the end of day on
Sunday. Total paid rounds for 2024 exceeded 70,000 this year. As of Monday, we
surpassed 2024 in rounds. He noted that we had a good turnout for Halloween
Happening with 1,500 people. Director of Recreation said that we usually have about
1000 people attending. Mee was impressed that Santa Express sold out in 2 minutes, and
he thanked Cosley supporters who give so generously to the zoo.

Commissioner Pecharich asked if Arrowhead is going to do gift wrapping this season,
Director of Arrowhead Operations Novak said they are.

Vires said that we got a healthcare increase of 9.9%, and increases have been
substantially over inflation for many years, we’re a tax capped entity, and we just
approved an expense of 2.4 million dollars with a growth rate of 9.9% year over year, the
inflation adjustment for the tax cap is 2.9% and our levy is just under 17,000,000, it’s a
mathematical certainty that if you have a smaller number like 2.4 million and grow it at
9.9% per year compounding and you have a larger number of 17 million dollars and grow
it at 2.9% per year compounding that eventually the smaller number will catch and
overtake the larger number. Vires stated that he ran a spreadsheet using those
assumptions of 2.9% growth in the levy going forward and 9.9% growth in the health
care expense going forward, it catches it in 30 years, our healthcare expense would take
up every penny of our tax levy, which he thought was a horrifying thought and in 50
years, it would be more than three times as much as our levy just for our health care at
these growth rates. He stated who knows what’s going to happen with these growth rates
of these things, the tax cap and advances in medicine, but for right now all we know is
what we are experiencing. Looking forward he thinks it’s the biggest threat that the park
district faces to having an expense growing at such a rate on top of the rate of inflation
that there is no way we’re going to be able to keep up with it as an expense. He said that
the board needs to take this seriously.

ADJOURNMENT

At 5:43 p.m., Commissioner Barrett moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Commissioner
Mee




