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Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes
Wednesday December 17,2025 5:00 p.m.
City of Wheaton Council Chambers 303 W. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois

CALL TO ORDER - President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Commissioners
Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker were present.

Commissioner Frey was absent

PRESENTATIONS

Superintendent of Planning Steve Hinchee gave a review of Capital Projects Completed in

2025
Hinchee stated that in 2025, the Planning Department successfully managed and
completed numerous significant capital projects, funded through grants, capital reserves
and bond proceeds to maintain and improve Wheaton Park District parks, facilities and
services the. Significant projects completed in 2025 include:

Cosley Zoo- Hale Family Education Pavillion
The Hale Family Education Pavillion at Cosley Zoo is situated in the southwest corner of
the zoo next to the duck pond. The new building can accommodate larger groups than the
previous building, improves accessibility and provides storage and a protected overnight
enclosure for the zoo’s ducks. The project was partially funded by a generous donation
from the Hale Family Foundation.

Cosley Zoo- East Parking Lot
A new 93 space parking lot on the east side of Gary Avenue will better accommodate zoo
visitors. The lot frees 30 spaces from the existing west side office building parking lot,
previously used by park district staff, and provides another 63 spaces for seasonal zoo
staff and visitor overflow on the zoo’s busiest days. Sidewalks and a stoplight at the
corner of Gary and Prairie allow visitors to cross safely. The parking lot is constructed of
permeable pavers and is lit with dark sky compliant lighting. A $500,000 tourism grant
helped to fund the project and the balance was paid for by the Cosley Foundation.

DuPage History Museum
The partnership between DuPage County and the Wheaton Park District continues to be a
benefit to the community. Work to maintain the facility is ongoing and this year included
repainting 80 windows and 4 doors, refinishing the front door & recarpeting the
auditorium and stairs. Concept plans to update the permanent exhibit were created which
will inform future capital fundraising and grant opportunities.
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Hawthorne Junction Playground
Hawthorne Junction Park is the size of a typical residential lot, and the main feature is a
playground for pre-school age children. In addition to the main play structure, the
playground has a spring rocker, six swings and a sand play area- which the neighborhood
has made clear is a prized element of this park. A PVC fence was also installed on the
west side of the playground. Work was completed earlier this summer.
Each year the district plans to replace a playground as part of its ongoing efforts to keep
its 23 playgrounds updated. The process of replacing a playground always begins with a
survey of the residents who use the park. This input is incorporated into a request for bids
that goes out to several playground equipment manufacturers who are asked to provide
the best, most exciting playground designs they can offer within the budget that is set for
the project. A team of staff ranks these designs by how well they meet the community
desires in addition to accessibility, durability, and track record of maintenance. The park
district has also made it a goal to build all new playgrounds with unitary surfacing such
as rubber or artificial turf that is safe and accessible.

Lincoln Marsh Property Acquisition
We were able to close on the purchase of a parcel of land at the Lincoln Marsh. This was
possible through grant funding and the help of the Conservation Foundation. The grant
took some time to work through, but the Conservation Foundation was able to move
forward on our behalf to make it happen when the opportunity presented itself.

Memorial Park Lions Terrace Shade & Perimeter Fence
The redevelopment of Memorial Park and the new bandshell have been a tremendous
success. This year temporary fencing that required staff setup and takedown each season
has been replaced with a permanent ornamental fence. Also, a shade structure was
constructed over the Lions Terrace, making it a more comfortable space to be during
events.

Sunnyside Playground
Sunnyside Playground was renovated in 2009. The rubber tile safety surface needed to be
replaced. A new poured-in-place rubber surface was selected and installed earlier this
year. A portion of the cost was funded through a grant from the state.

Blanchard Building Parking Lot
The parking lot at the Blanchard building was severely deteriorated and presented some
drainage issues. The entire lot was repaved and drainage was improved. This project was
funded through a polling place grant.
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Central Athletic Center Parking Lot
Similarly, the parking lot at the Central Athletic Complex had reached point where it
needed to be repaved. Pedestrian improvements were also incorporated into the project.
This project was funded through a polling place grant.

Ray Morrill Community Center Fagade Sign
The Community Center was renamed to honor Ray Morrill to recognize and honor his 50
years of dedicated service as a park district employee and commissioner. The new
signage on the entrance fagade reflects the new name.

Ray Morrill Community Center Sound
Following the Memorial Room’s recent painting and carpeting updates, the outdated
sound system was replaced to improve the quality of the sound and performances.
Recently the Lion King was performed using the new sound system.

Ray Morrill Community Center- Phase III Interior Renovations
Over the past few years ongoing interior renovations have occurred. Staff has been
working with Williams Architects to create plans for the main level- including our front
desk and lobby area, as well as the preschool and other program rooms. Work is
anticipated to begin early in 2026.

Toohey Park OSLAD Grant
The OSLAD Grant program funded through the IL Department of Natural Resources has
been a great benefit to park improvement projects over the years. This year we engaged
Upland Design to assist with concept plans for improvements at Toohey Park. These
plans formed the basis for our application this year.

Athletic Field Study
With the success of the district’s athletic programs the natural grass fields have
experienced more stress. Wight was engaged to complete a study looking at ways to
mitigate this through artificial turf or irrigation. The study looked at athletic fields at
Atten, Central, Danada, Graf and Seven Gables Parks.

Additional Information
Additional information can be found on the park district’s website’s transparency portal.
Staff are working on a fresh look that will hopefully be coming soon.

Executive Director Benard complimented Hinchee and his staff for excellent work. Benard stated
that the total public investment in the projects completed in 2025 was 4.4 million with 3.4
million of that total raised through philanthropy and grants.
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COMMUNITY INPUT

None

CONSENT AGENDA

A.

moow

Approval of the Disbursements totaling $1,251,738.98 for the period beginning
November 12, 2025, and ending December 9, 2025

Approval of Public Hearing Minutes November 19, 2025

Approval of Board Meeting Minutes November 19, 2025

Approval of Special Meeting Minutes December 3, 2025

Schedule of 2026 Subcommittee & Regular Meetings of the Wheaton Park District Board
of Commissioners

Commissioner Mee moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.
Seconded by Commissioner Barrett. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

1.

Ordinance 2025-07 - 2026 Budget and Appropriation

Commissioner Mee moved to adopt Ordinance 2025-07 Making a Combined Annual
Budget and Appropriation of Funds for the Wheaton Park District for the Fiscal Year
Beginning January 1, 2026 and Ending December 31, 2026. Second, by Commissioner
Kelly.

Commissioner Mee thanked staff for great work, Benard agreed and said that he would
especially like to thank Finance Director Simpson and her staff. He also thanked all the
Department Heads who play a role in the budget process.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Ordinance 2025-08 - 2025 Tax Levy Ordinance

Commissioner Mee moved to adopt Ordinance 2025-08 Levying and Assessing the Taxes
of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, Illinois for the Tax Year 2025

Seconded by Commissioner Kelly. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.
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Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Ordinance 2025-09 - 2025 Tax Levy Abatement Ordinance

Commissioner Barrett moved to adopt Ordinance 2025-09 Abating the Taxes Heretofore
Levied for the year 2025 to pay Debt Service on the General Obligation Refunding Park
Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2019A of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage
County, Illinois — Review of Ordinance 2025-09

Seconded by Commissioner Kelly. No discussion

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Youth Baseball and Softball Uniforms and Equipment Purchase

Commissioner Pecharich moved to Approve the Bids for the Vendors, Products and
Prices for the 2026 Baseball and Softball Uniforms and Equipment Purchases per Staff
Recommendations (see detail after agenda). Seconded by Commissioner Mee.

Commissioner Welker didn’t see safety information for chest protectors and helmets, she
asked if staff were able to do a review of the model numbers to see if they had NOCSAE
Certification. Director of Athletics Lewandowski stated he would follow up to confirm
that certification. Welker would like to defer the vote until the board sees this information
specifically for the helmets and the chest protectors.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Vires
Nays: Welker

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Management of Information Technology Services

Commissioner Barrett moved to approve Extension of Agreement for Management of
Information Technology Services with Advanced Intelligence Engineering

Seconded by Commissioner Mee. Commissioner Mee asked if staff are satisfied with
AIE, Benard said we are.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey
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Community Unit School District 200 Edison Middle School Grounds Lease
Welker Motion to approve of Lease Termination Agreement for Grounds at Edison
Middle School Between Community Unit School District 200 and the Wheaton Park
District Seconded by Commissioner Barrett

Benard stated that we secured a lease in 2009 to develop a sport court on land that was
partially school owned property. CUSD 200 had a recent successful referendum which
included expanding the gymnasium into this leased area. We will lose one basketball
court with this expansion with one court remaining. The school district will fund the
restoration of the remaining court.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Cosley Zoo Fall Carnival Rides
Commissioner Pecharich moved to approve JBR Fundways payment of $36,227.62
Seconded by Commissioner Barrett.

President Vires was confirming that this is for pumpkin fest. Benard said it was. It’s for
preschool age rides. We split the profits with JBR Fundways. Commissioner Mee asked
if the construction on Gary Aveune impacted events/activities at the zoo. Benard stated
revenue from nonresident gate fees are down significantly because of it.

Motion passed by roll call vote.

Ayes: Barrett, Kelly, Mee, Pecharich Welker, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey

Ray Morrill Community Center Building Automation Project
Commissioner Mee moved to approve Change Order #1. Seconded by Commissioner
Barrett.

Commissioner Kelly asked Superintendent of Planning Hinchee if the engineer reviewed
the pricing. Hinchee stated that they did, that Berg approved of it. Motion passed by
voice vote.

Cosley Zoo Staff and Overflow Parking Lot Project
Commissioner Mee moved to approve Change Order #10. Second by Commissioner
Barrett. No discussion. Motion passed by voice vote.
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BOARD SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS / DISCUSSION

Executive Director Benard noted this was the last board meeting of the year. He thanked staff for
their hard work and the park board and residents for their support and wished everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

Commissioner Pecharich thanked staff for their hard work throughout the year.

Commissioner Mee:
» Recognized staff, the Lions Club, and other community partners for their support of the
Reindeer Run.
e Reported that the Festival of Lights and tree sales will be down this year due to the Gary
Avenue construction project.
Shared that Arrowhead completed 71K paid rounds.
Noted positive reviews from two weddings held at Arrowhead.
Reported the Thanksgiving Buffet served approximately 400 people.
Stated that the Lincoln Marsh achieved a 60% increase in programs.
Congratulated the football and cheer programs on a successful season.
Mee wished everyone a great Christmas and a happy 2026.

Commissioner Kelly voted yes to proceed with the equipment purchase. He requested follow-up
answers regarding Commissioner Welker’s safety questions related to the equipment. Executive
Director Benard stated that staff will provide the board with this information.

President Vires said that the use of cross-country skis at Arrowhead was available after the last
snowfall and he learned that Lincoln Marsh has Snowshoe rentals available for $8 per hour.

ADJOURNMENT
At 5:30 p.m., Commissioner Barrett moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Mee
seconded. Motion passed by voice vote.
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