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Most days, we reserve

Games in Springfield

CHAMPAIGN NEWS-GAZETTE

The time-honored tactic of legislat-
ing by surprise was on display again last
week in Springfield when the ruling party
passed legislation in the House designed
to maintain its majority status.

House Democrats passed a measure
...aimed at reducing competition in the
general election by barring political par-

passing legislative measures out of the Let there be debate
blue?...

As for the bill's substance, this is clearly
an effort to limit voter choice, which
already suffers because of the lack of
electoral competition in legislative races.
State Rep. Jay Hoffman, of Belleville,
defended the bill, saying it is necessary
to ensure that all candidates collect sig-
natures and go through the primary
process.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Is President Biden going to debate
Donald Trump as the November elec-
tion nears? “l am. Somewhere. I don't
knowwhen,” Mr. Biden said Friday in an
interview with Howard Stern. “I'm happy
to debate him.” Nice to hear, though
we'll believe it when we see it.

If the 81-year-old President wants

Marine One on the White House lawn.
Instead he’s surrounded by a phalanx

of aides because advisers worry that
“videos of Biden walking and shuffling
alone—especially across the grass—have
highlighted his age.” ...

The White House insists that despite
his age Mr. Biden is as vigorous and
capable as ever. When the New York Post
asked why Mr. Biden has taken to wear-
ing tennis shoes with his suits, this was
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for missing class on the day of
the exam. Isn’t this already the
case? It certainly was when I was
astudent.

Second, universities, foun-
dations and state agencies can
revoke financial aid and schol-
arship. Silly me, butisn’t there a
contractbetween studentand
granter thatsays we will give you
afree or subsidized ride so that
you can attend classes and learn
your subjects without having to
worry about tuition? You want
to spend your days protesting
instead of in the library? Then
pay full boat tuition.

And finally, federal agen-
cies can revoke studentvisas for
non-U.S. citizens who presum-
ablywere welcomed into Amer-
ica for the express purpose of
studying (I repeat, studying.) for
adegree.

Larry Schneider
Lincolnshire

The facts on zoo
parking plans

With regards to John Pat-
terson’s response to my pre-
vious letter, I feel obliged to
make a couple of corrections.
As a former elected official
who weighed many easy and
difficult decisions through-
out my years in public ser-
vice, I learned there is no place
in public discourse for any-
thing other than accurate
information.

First, while the park district
voted in November to seek
zoning relief from the city for
construction of a parking lot,
the plan sent to the city for
approvalis for a 93-space lot,
much smaller than the orig-
inal 250-space lot proposed
by park district engineers. The
anticipated cost of the smaller
lotis estimated to be $2.1 mil-
lion, with the entire cost of
construction to be paid for
by private donor money via
the Cosley Foundation. Mr.
Patterson is well aware that
plans have been consider-
ably downsized from the orig-
inal design, as he was not only
present at the March 12 Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion meeting where the plans
were reviewed, but he also
questioned park district expert
witnesses.

Second, Mr. Patterson’s
claim that no empirical data
exists to support the need for
additional parking at Cosley
Zoo isnot accurate. The FOIA
request he references asked for
an hourly log of zoo parking for
a particular period of ime. As a
practical matter, the zoo keeps
a daily log, which was already
provided. Zoo personnel walk
the parking lot each day and
make an observation: full or
not full. The observations are
logged and date back almost

meeting, the “no data” claim
was clearly rebutted by a park
district expert witness.

Finally, Imake note of the
fact that park district commis-
sioners adjusted the original
plans developed by staff and
engineers multiple times after
taking into account public
feedback, but he seems to find
faultin that. I commend them
for valuing the input from
zo0's neighbors and commu-
nity members. Isn’t this type of
responsiveness to the public
what we want and expect from
elected officials?

MichaelJ. Gresk
Wheaton

How to make progress
on difficult issues

Problem solved.

I knew that would get your
attention. Can you pick out a
current example? I wanted to
pick out a couple of examples
that seem to be on opposite
paths but share the same plat-
form. Let’s start with an ongo-
ing problem that has made
some progress toward a solu-
tion. The prejudice that exists
toward mixed-race and same-
sex couples. Itis still a prev-
alentissue and honestly one
that I have struggled with, but
I can see a concerted effort
that I thinkwill chip away at
thisissue.Iand I am sure oth-
ers have clearly noticed that
television networks have in
many of their productions a
cast that portrays these cou-
ples in the normal flow of daily
living. Iresented it at first, but
I have realized that the coor-
dination and production of
this effort took a complex and
long-standing societal prob-
lematic union and developed a
simple path toward a solution.
Progress.

Now let’s look at another
long-standing problem that
everyone would agree on
with no measurable prog-
ress toward a solution. Gun
violence.

I'was taught to shoot and
hunt by my uncle and I cher-
ish those memories. He taught
and demonstrated to respect
the dangerous potential of the
guns and still enjoy their use
responsibly. The shared plat-
form here are the network pro-
ductions that portray reoccur-
ring flow of guns being used
in random, embellished and
violent fashion. The context
of these productions displays
power and control, which
plays right into a solution for
those with low self-esteem and
a desperate need for control,
influence and revenge.

Network gun violence has
been recognized as an ongo-
ing terrible source of bad influ-
ence forever, but it is more

hundred universities and most
of President Biden’s public
events. They may notbe in the
classroom, but they are learn-
ing history firsthand; indeed,
may be making history. It
would be wonderful if their
anti-genocide protests spread
toall 6,000 U.S. colleges and
universities. That might influ-
ence President Biden to pursue
peace.

They bring to mind the legion

of mostly young people who

engaged in non-violent civil

disobedience to end the Viet-

nam War and Jim Crow seg-
regation 60 years ago. It's easy
for me to remember as I was
one of them upon entering the
University of Chicago in 1963.
Unlike many today, [ never
risked arrest or expulsion from
college. The only threat I faced
was dodging projectiles hurled
at the hundreds of thousands of
us in New York City during the
antiwar demonstration there
April 15, 1967.

Approaching 80, my physical
protest days are long past. But I

offer my voice to anyone willing
to discuss my views.

The current Israeli attacks
in Gaza, destroying life for 2.3

T MISS THE DAYS WHEN
CHEATING ON YOUR PREGNANT
WIFE WITH A PORN STAR

WOULD DERAIL
YOUR CAMPAIGN.

million Palestinians there, is

being funded by the U.S. with
tens of billions in weapons of
death. President Biden pro-
claims his “lockstep support”
for Israel and complements his
weapons with endless vetoes
of anti-genocide resolutions in
the UN..

This is one of, ifnot the
worst moral crime America
has engaged in throughout
its 248-year existence. That is
why we who cannot partici-
pate directly must give our fer-
vent moral support to these
mostly young folks who will not
be deterred by arrest or college
expulsion. They are my heroes.
They should be heroes to every
American. Indeed, they may be
the heroes who bringrelief to
Palestinians and eventually a
Palestinian homeland.

‘INGTEAD OF JUST ONE DAY, DON'T YOU THINK. MOMS SHOULD GET TH
ENTIRE MONTH OF MAY? HAPPY MOTHER'S MONTH, MOM!*
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Walt Zlotow, West Suburban
Peace Coalition

Glen Ellyn

Lies threaten democracy

Liar, Liar, pants on fire.
Trump should be feeling the
heat. To those who believe
everyword that comes out of
his mouth, believe this: Donald
Trump spews more lies than
any Presidential candidate in
history. And if you believe his
comment thathe would be a
dictator for one day? Prepare
yourself to be ruled by a dic-
tator and his minions and the
United States as we know it will
be over. His appointees will
carry on, even after he is gone.
Goodbye democracy.

Karen Schlabach
Glen Ellyn
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