
                               
                                     

TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Rob Sperl, Director of Parks and Planning 
  Steve Hinchee, Superintendent of Planning 
   
THROUGH: Michael Benard, Executive Director 
 
RE: Cosley Zoo Parking Expansion Engineering 
 
DATE:  September 30, 2020 
 
 
SUMMARY:  
Previous master planning and market study identified a shortage of parking as the primary obstacle to 
growing membership and attendance at Cosley Zoo. Additional property was acquired on the east side of 
Gary Ave. for the purpose of building additional parking facilities. A Request for Proposal (RFP) was 
sent to four civil engineers we have prior experience with for the purposes of developing preliminary 
plans and estimates. These can be utilized to seek grants and donations. 
 
The scope of work is to develop preliminary plans with the goal of increasing capacity by 250 spaces. 
This was illustrated in the 2015 master plan developed by zoo master planning consultant, Ace Torre. The 
plans shall account for all current building and code regulations necessary to construct such a facility. 
Street crossing solutions, both short term (e.g. at grade) and long term (e.g. overpass), are to be accounted 
for in the designs. The City of Wheaton’s recent traffic study was identified as information to be 
considered for this planning.  
 
Below is a summary of the proposals received. 
Wight Engineering $24,700 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering LTD. *$28,700 
Cage Engineering *$42,300 
V3 Engineering $45,300 
*Fee does not include wetland delineation 
 
The Wheaton Park District has worked with Wight Engineering on Graf Park artificial turf field. Their 
proposal outlines several projects similar in scope to the proposed zoo parking expansion. Their cost 
proposal identified a $9,000 “professional bonus discount”. $9,800 represents their fee with the remaining 
majority being subconsultants for surveying, wetland delineations and soil boring.  
 
PREVIOUS COMMITTEE/BOARD ACTION:                           
Cosley Foundation approved at their September meeting 
 
REVENUE OR FUNDING IMPLICATIONS: 
This initial study is proposed to be paid by the Cosley Foundation. 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS: 
Cosley Zoo staff will be included in the design process and regular progress updates will be provided to 
the Cosley Foundation. All efforts will be made to be good neighbors to the residents around the zoo as 
we move through the design process. 
 



LEGAL REVIEW: 
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Master Plan Concept from Torre Design Group 
Excerpts from Wight Proposal 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioner’s allow staff to proceed with 
preliminary plans and estimates for the Cosley Zoo parking lot expansion with Wight in an amount not to 
exceed $24,700. 
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