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Introduction 
DuPage County Historical Museum (Museum) functions as the 
only institution dedicated to the collection, preservation and 
interpretation of the material culture documenting DuPage 
County. As a 501 (c) (3) organization, the DuPage County 
Historical Museum Foundation (Foundation) raises money to 
support of the Museum. The Museum is free to the public and 
open seven days a week.  
 
Mission Statement 
The DuPage County Historical Museum is operated as a facility 
of Wheaton Park District, owned by the County of DuPage by 
resolution of the County Board pursuant to state stature. Its 
principal purposes are to educate the general public through the 
collection, preservation, interpretation, and exhibition of 
materials which document the history of DuPage County and its 
relationship to Illinois and the nation, and to provide local 
history services for historical organizations and for scholarly 
endeavors. 
  
Stakeholders Quotes 
“Thank you for hosting our Daisy Girl Scout Tea Party! We 
really enjoyed learning etiquette, writing thank you cards, and 
sharing refreshments…We had a wonderful time in your 
beautiful building and can’t wait to return …!” 

- Daisy Troop 55444 
 
“My family and I like coming to this little museum. It is free but 
donations are appreciated. They have rotating exhibits so we go 
3-5 times a year. It is a beautiful building and the staff is always 
nice. The train and kid playroom in the basement is my 2 year 
old's favorite!” 

-Ellen Mardula, visitor, February 2018 
 
“You have a wonderful museum, we learned so much!” 

-Visitor, August 2018 
 
“I give it a 5/5 star rating because it is always so quiet unless 
there is lots of little younger kids in the downstairs train play 
area! I also love this place because the scavenger hunt for the 
museum book is always so very fun!” 

-Visitor, Google Review, December 2018 

 
  

 
 

Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30A-4:00P 
Saturday-Sunday 

12:00-4:00P 
 

Serves over 30 
Communities 

 
2018 Visitors 7,301 

Year  Visitors 
2014 6,577 
2015 6,913 
2016 7,433 
2017 8,420 
2018 7,301 

 
2018 Total Reach: 

24,397 
 

Donations: $15,508 
 

 
Field trip, November 2018. 
Photo credit: Michelle 
Podkowa 
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Visitor Data 
In 2018, the Museum served 7,301 visitors, down 13.29% from 2017. Staff believes this is due to 
construction on the street in front of the Museum for three months in 2018.   

 
 
2018 Visitor Demographics 

 
 
Visitors Across the United States 
In 2018, the Museum had visitors from 36 states as shown below, as well as 8 other countries.  

 

0
500

1000
1500

2018 Monthly Attendance

Other States, 7%
Other Countries, .5%
Unknown, .5%

Other Cities in DuPage, 12%

Cities in Illinois, 15%

Carol Stream, 3%
Glen Ellyn, 5%

Lombard, 3%

Wheaton, 48%

Winfield, 4%
Naperville, 2%



 

5 
 

Budget 
Operating Budget 
All 2018 calculations are preliminary and will be confirmed through a professional annual audit.  
 
Revenues 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 

Grants & Donations $18,008 $23,202  $29,244  $18,719  $16,600  
County  $130,000 $130,000  $130,000  $130,000  $130,000  
Edu. Prog/B-day/Research $38,971 $36,454  $35,578  $30,533  $24,573  
Facility Rentals $4.925 $4,520  $4,994  $1,610  $1,545  
Shop Sales $1,136 $1,291  $1,405  $2,327  $1,925  
Special Events $0 $0 $2,037  $230  $698  
Sponsorships $2,500 $3,000  $5,000   $0 $300  

Revenue Sub Total $195,540 $198,467  $208,259  $183,419  $175,641   
     

Expenses          
Capital Expense-Computers $325 $387 $0 $0 $420 
Contractual $18,773 $21,089 $21,029 $15,912 $13,821 
Dues and Subscriptions $858 $895 $887 $535 $626 
FT Salaries & Insurance $126,668 $120,189 $115,706 $107,060 $113,533 
Fundraising $0 $35 $0 $181 $224 
IT Services & Supplies $11,639 $12,835 $10,899 $9,550 $7,319 
Marketing $2,735 $1,663 $2,585 $2,950 $2,483 
Mileage Reimbursement $525 $292 $371 $538 $101 
Part Time Wages $16,622 $15,254 $15,693 $16,343 $13,339 
Supplies $4,4997 $10,004 $8,423 $6,360 $15,480 
Training $734 $1,738 $1,253 $1,109 $2,430 
Utilities $6,286 $6,956 $7,324 $9,151 $8,434 

Expense Sub Total $190,163 $191,338 $184,170 $169,689 $178,213  
     

Report Totals $5,377 $7,129  $24,089  $13,731  $2,571 
 
Budget Graphs 
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Education 
The Museum provides events, programs, tours, and 
presentations to audiences of all ages as part of our mission. 
Programming explores people, places, and events that shaped 
DuPage County. 
 
Museum Events 
The Museum collaborated with local organizations, including 
the Wheaton Public Library, DuPage County Historical Society 
(DCHS), Culinary Historians of Northern Illinois, and DuPage 
County Genealogical Society (DCGS) to provide engaging 
events and family workshops at little or no cost to the attendees. 
Total fees for presenters in 2018 were $662.50. The Museum 
paid $162.50, DuPage Foundation paid $200 for grant-funded 
programs, and $300 was reimbursed from DCHS for a partnered 
event. Events are listed in Appendix 1. 
 
Santa Express 
The Museum hosted five Santa Express trips for 581 
participants. Children enjoyed milk and cookies, while singing 
carols and reading stories onboard the Metra train. Santa visited 
each family. This program netted $8,316.16 (2017: $7,152.41). 
Three sponsors provided cookies, milk and applesauce: Chick 
Fil A, Arrowhead Golf Club and GoGoSqueez. 
 
Birthday Parties 
The Museum offers several birthday themes for children aged 4 
to 12. Birthday parties are $150 for 10 children. Additional 
children cost $5 each. In 2018, the Museum hosted seven 
birthday parties with 108 children participating. Total revenue 
was $1,290 with a profit margin of 65%. 
 
Outreach Events 
The Museum participated in 12 outreach events in Wheaton, 
Carol Stream, Sycamore, Naperville, St. Charles, and Glen 
Ellyn. The Museum hosted a table and an activity at these events 
to bring awareness to the mission. Staff spoke directly with 
roughly 430 people at these events, though nearly 11,000 people 
may have come in contact with the booth. 
 
Presentations 
The Museum staff facilitates presentations for organizations 
using the education collection. Two presentations educated 53 
attendees and netted $150 for the Museum in 2018. 

Educational Revenue: 
$37,175.36 

increase of 3% 
 

Total Educational 
Reach: 1,892 

 
Outreach 

11,430 
 
84 Total Offerings 
23 Events 
30 Tours/Programs 
12 Outreach Events 
10 Camps 
2 Presentations 
7 Birthday Parties 
 

 
Santa Express. Photo credit: 
Debbie Hinckley 

 

Museum Events 

Ty
pe

 

Ev
en

ts
 

A
tte

nd
ee

s 

Adult 11 166 
Family 14 787 
Total 25 955 

 

 
Morgan Valenzuela and 
Angelique Roselli at Wheaton 
Public Library’s Maker Day. 
Photo credit: Michelle 
Podkowa 
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Voices of DuPage 
In fall 2016, the Museum began an oral history initiative to 
record the DuPage residents’ stories for future generations. The 
Museum chooses a different theme every year to focus on but 
oral histories on all topics are accepted. 30 histories have been 
collected on the two different themes of the Civil Rights 
Movement and military stories.  
 
Camps 
In 2018, the Museum offered 10 camps, including eight LEGO 
camps of various themes facilitated by an outside contractor. 
Camps netted $8,404.10 (2017: $8,568.83) with a profit margin 
of nearly 37%.  
 
Guided Tours, School, and Scout Programs 
Tours are available starting at $2 per person. The Museum also 
offers various programs for school and scout groups. There were 
30 tours and programs conducted in 2018, earning $2,734. 14 
schools, two senior centers, and four children camps took 
advantage of self-guided tours. The listing of 2018 tour groups 
can be found in Appendix 1. 
 
Tour and Program Group Locations 

 

 
Dinosaur Detectives Camp, 
July 2018. Photo credit: 
Michelle Podkowa 
 

Camps 
Year Attendees 
2014 88 
2015 92 
2016 154 
2017 121 
2018 148 

 

 
Museum Curator Zachary 
Bishop presenting to a field 
trip in November 2018. Photo 
credit: Michelle Podkowa 
 

Tours & Programs 

Y
ea

r 

N
um

be
r 

A
tte

nd
ee

s 

2014 21 383 
2015 36 616 
2016 22 302 
2017 21 330 
2018 30 628 
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Collection 
Collection Status 
In 2018, 34 generous donors gifted the Museum over 600 
artifacts to the permanent, education, and research library 
collections. Staff continues to evaluate artifacts for deaccession 
in accordance with policies of the American Alliance of 
Museums. 
 
The Museum also continued to digitize the collection. 
Volunteers and staff photographed three-dimensional artifacts in 
addition to scanning photographs and archival materials. 
Currently, 34% of the collection is digitized. For a breakdown of 
collection types and digitization progress, see the table to the 
left. The Museum continues to add more detail to its digital 
catalog.  
 
Museum Research 
The Museum staff provides research services for $25 per hour 
with the first 30 minutes free. In 2018, staff completed 88 
requests. Reproductions of the collection pieces are also 
available for a fee. For details on revenue and requests, see 
graph to the left.  
 
Exhibits 
The Museum presented eight temporary exhibits based on 
artifacts from the collection in addition to items from private 
individuals and other museums within DuPage. The Museum 
also collaborated with local Wheaton historians to create the 
Wheaton, Illinois: Golf History Starts Here showcase at 
Arrowhead Golf Club. The showcase opened on June 27, 2018 
and will remain open in 2019. 
 
Fun Unplugged: Outdoor Adventures | July 15, 2017- Feb. 26, 2018 
1917: Catalyst for the Modern Era | Sept. 23, 2017 – July 30, 2018 
Death in DuPage | Oct. 14, 2017- June 24, 2018 
Dunton Hall Art Gallery | Jan. 5, 2018 – Dec. 31, 2018 
The Sporting Life of DuPage | April 24, 2018 – Nov. 18, 2018  
DuPage Soldiers (at Wheaton Public Library) – July 2018 
DuPage Architects | Aug. 11, 2018- June 8, 2019 
DuPage Music Makers | Sept. 15, 2018- July 29, 2019 
 
In addition, the Museum renewed its special loans of the 36th 
Illinois Infantry Regiment National Colors and 8th Illinois 
Cavalry Guidon from the Illinois State Military Museum. They 
will remain on display until 2021.  

 
Permanent Collection, 2018.  
Photo credit: Larry Kmeicik. 

 
34  Donors 

gifted 
600+ New Artifacts 

 
Digitization Project 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

Ty
pe

 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
ed

 

T
ot

al
 In

ve
nt

or
y 

in
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n 

3D Objects 16,345 20,778 
Photos 1,341 9,409 
Archival 302 11,955 
Books 1,783 2,901 
Totals 19,771 45,043 

 
Research Requests 
Year $ # 
2014 $232 72 
2015 $1,000 88 
2016 $631 62 
2017 $217 72 
2018 $506 88 

 

 
DuPage Architects, 2018.  
Photo credit: Lana Kozol. 
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Institutional Stewardship 
StEPs Program 
DuPage County Historical Museum continues to work towards 
accreditation through the American Association of State and 
Local History’s Standards of Excellence Program (StEPs). 
StEPs is a voluntary training program consisting of five sections 
of three sets of guidelines for museum Best Practices. The 
Museum currently has earned two of 15 certificates. Tasks to 
complete two more certificates were met in 2018, and 
certificates will be applied for in early 2019. By the end of 2019, 
staff aims to have a total of eight of 15 certificates earned. The 
Museum’s goal to finish StEPs by end of 2021. 
 
Accreditation 
The Museum continues to focus on the following areas before 
applying for accreditation: 
 

 Completion of AASLH StEPS program (in progress) 
 Continued care of and repair of building as needed 

o New roof (completed in 2016) 
o Foyer / exterior doors (completed in 2017) 
o Humidity and temperature controls in collection 

spaces (progress made in 2017) 
o Public space environmental controls (in progress) 
o Storage area lead remediation (completed 2018) 
o Tuck-pointing and windows (in progress)  

 Updating all Museum policies including Business Plan 
(updated in 2017 & 2018), Strategic Plan, Marketing 
Plan, and Development Plan (in progress) 

 Creation of new policies including: Historic Structure 
Policy, Interpretation Plan, Housekeeping Plan, and 
Collection Conservation Plan 

 Policy check through AAM 
 Establishing a timeline and fundraising plan for updating 

the Museum’s permanent exhibit on the history of 
DuPage County (planning in progress) 

 Completing an inventory of the collections (in progress)  
 Digitizing the Museum’s collection (in progress) 
 Instituting evaluation methods for Museum including 

exhibits and programming (in progress) 
 Replacement of all lighting to more energy-efficient and 

more collection-friendly LED bulbs (completed in 2018) 
 
The AAM changed and updated the application process for 
accreditation in 2013. The most recent statistics on accreditation 
and the current requirements are listed in Appendix 2. 

 
 

 
Dunton Hall Art Gallery. 
Photo credit: Lana Kozol 
 

 
Lighting in Textile Gallery. 
Photo credit: Staff 
 

 
Storage space remediation 
project results. Photo credit: 
Morgan Valenzuela 
 

 
Permanent exhibit. Photo 
credit: Staff 
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Grants and Awards 
Grants 
 DuPage Foundation- History DuPage Fund, $2,500 for 
exhibits and programming of Sporting Life of DuPage; DuPage 
Architects; and DuPage Music Makers in 2018.  
 DuPage Foundation- History DuPage Fund, $2,500 for 
Home Grown exhibit and programming in 2019.  
 
Awards 
 Illinois Association of Museums Award of Merit for the 
exhibit 1917: Catalyst for the Modern Era.  
 Daily Herald’s Finalist for Reader’s Choice Award for Best 
Museum (Suburb), April 2018.  
 American Institute of Architects Top 200 Great Places of 
Illinois during the state’s bicentennial.  

 
Publications 
 Downing, Ashley. “Flying under the Radar: What Does Direct 

Care of the Collection Really Mean?” Is It Okay to Sell the 
Monet?, 2018.  

 
Grant and award letters are available in Appendix 3.  
 

 
Museum Curator Zach Bishop accepting an award from the Illinois 
Association of Museum’s Karen Everingham. Photo credit: IAM  

 

 
Museum Curator Zachary 
Bishop accepting a grant from 
DuPage Foundation. Photo 
credit: DuPage Foundation 

 
Grants for 2018: 

$2,500 
 

Grants for 2019: 
$2,500 
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Museum Rentals 
In 2018, the Museum hosted a number of rentals from private 
individuals and partner organizations. These organizations rent 
the Museum auditorium for a variety of reasons including 
weddings, business meetings, club gatherings, events, and 
appreciation dinners. 
 
Additionally, the Museum auditorium hosted over 40 Wheaton 
Park District meetings and events in 2018. 
  

 
Auditorium decorated for a wedding, 2018. Photo credit: Michelle Podkowa. 
 

 
“How Corn Changed Itself and Then Changed Everything Else” on March 
22, 2018. Event co-hosted with the Culinary Historians of Northern Illinois.  
Photo credit: Museum Staff. 

 

 
Auditorium, 2018. Photo 
credit: Michelle Podkowa 
 

Total Rental Revenue: 
$4,925 

 
Event Attendees 
Reindeer Run  1,100* 
Organizations 97* 
Private 
Rentals 

185* 

Total: 1,382 
*client’s estimate 
 
Museum Partners 
Banjo Buddies Dixieland 

Jazz Band 
Culinary Historians of 

Northern Illinois 
DuPage County 

Genealogical Society 
DuPage County Historical 

Society 
Glen Ellyn Masonic Lodge  
Landmarks Illinois 
Lombard Historical Society 
Mainstreet Realtors 
Washington School PTA 
Wheaton College 
Wheaton Park District 
Wheaton Public Library 
 

 
Wedding rental, 2018. Photo 
credit: Staff 
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Personnel 
Wheaton Park District Administration 
The Museum building also functions as the Administrative 
Office for the Wheaton Park District. Museum Assistants serve 
in an administrative capacity for the District.  
 
Staff Development 
All staff is CPR/AED certified through the Park District Safety 
Manager. Staff also takes yearly online training though Wheaton 
Park District’s risk management company as well as having in-
person training facilitated by management. The Museum 
continued their partnership with Giant Steps for Autism-friendly 
certification trainings every few years. Staff will be re-certified 
in early 2019 to attain directory status. 
 
Museum Curator Zachary Bishop participated in the Illinois 
Association of Museums Awards Ceremony and Mini 
Conference in Springfield, Illinois in October. He attended 
sessions on oral history programs, exhibition development, and 
inclusivity and diversity at museums.  
 
Museum Manager and Educator Michelle Podkowa participated 
in the Civic Leadership Program through Northern Illinois 
University by attending a class titled: “Comparing Performance 
Measurements and Performance Management for Public 
Organizations”.  More Civic Leadership classes will be attended 
in 2019 on Strategic Planning and Grant Writing.  
 
Interns 
The Museum hosts interns throughout the year. Each college 
intern completes 210 hours and earns credit towards a degree. 
Interns focus on the area of study they prefer and the Museum 
staff teaches them their craft in preparation for their future 
career. Emily Muszynski assisted with education and outreach 
events, accessioning, label writing, and exhibit installation. 
Emily also helped with special events. Peter Shamrock aided 
with digitizing Museum archival collections.  
  

 

 
Staff at October Fest. Photo 
credit: Staff 
 
1,389 Total Hours 
Train Engineers: 560 
Volunteers: 540.5 
Intern: 288.5 
 

Total Value: 
$34,294.41* 

 
*Bureau of Labor Statistics rate, 
indexed by Independent Sector of 
$24.69 per hour. 
 

 
Museum Assistants Emma Hajny, 
Zachary Bishop, and Kyra Millard 
at Casino Night, March 2018.  
Photo credit: Larry Kmiecik. 
 

 
Staff at Santa Express. Photo 
credit: Debbie Hinckley 
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Volunteers 
In 2018, 12 individual volunteers served a total of 540.5 hours. 
These volunteers are listed the right; to see a complete list of 
volunteer hours, see Appendix 4.  
 
The DuPage Society of Model Engineers (DPSME) continued to 
serve the Museum in 2018 by maintaining the model train 
layout. One weekend a month, they run the trains for patrons. 
They assist with members-only train dates for the children’s 
Explorer’s Club Membership through the Foundation and 
volunteered for special education programs throughout the year. 
In 2018, DPSME volunteered a total of 560 hours.  
 
A Selection of 2018 Volunteer Projects 

 Digitization of the photograph and archival collections 
 Revising the Disaster Plan  
 Assisting patrons with research 
 Photographing three-dimensional collections 
 Designing and assisting with educational programs 
 Conducting exhibit research 
 Writing and editing exhibit labels 
 Inputting data into PastPerfect 
 Cataloging and accessioning artifacts 
 Cataloging and rehousing the Education Collection  
 Transcribing Voices of DuPage oral histories 

 

 
Museum Manager and Educator Michelle Podkowa with presenter Leslie 
Goddard and community partner co-president of the DuPage County 
Historical Society Margaret Pruter. Photo credit: Staff  

 

Volunteers 
Sherryl Brown 
Nicole Cyrier 
Jean Gieraltowski 
Jerry Gieraltowski 
Nicole Kelley 
Larry Kmiecik 
Emma Kostrzewa 
Emily McCafferty 
Craig Passley 
Michael Severino 
Cameron Simpson 
Avry Tower 
 
DPSME Members 
Forest Andrews 
Norman Brockmeier 
John Nolan 
Tom Schneider 
William Stroner 
Daniel Taylor, Jr.  
Kenneth Valentine 
Keith Ward 
 
Interns 
Emily Muszynski 
Peter Shamrock 
 

 
Museum Assistant Kyra 
Millard and Intern Emily 
Muszynski at Brew Fest.  
Photo credit: Staff 
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Marketing & Communications 
In 2018, marketing efforts included regular e-newsletters, 
signage on the building and around the county, inclusion in the 
Wheaton Park District seasonal program guide, press releases, 
and a concentrated effort on social media.  
 
The Wheaton Park District marketing and Museum teams meet 
at the start of each calendar year to identify goals and outline a 
monthly calendar for programs, special events, and exhibit 
openings. 
 
Individual workshops, programs, summer camps, and scout 
offerings are communicated to Museum audiences through 
regular email blasts. The blasts continue to be successful in 
driving traffic to the Museum website and registration. Overall 
e-blasts receive an open rate of 24% with a click through rate 
of 7.5%.   
 
New logos were created to brand new temporary exhibits like 
The Sporting Life of DuPage, DuPage Music Makers, DuPage 
Architects, Wheaton, IL:  Golf History Starts Here, and in 
preparation for an exhibit opening in January 2019, titled 
Lights, Camera, Action.   
 
The Museum continued to participate in Wheaton Park District 
events including Taste of Wheaton, Shakespeare in the Park, 
Go Fly a Kite, and Week of the Young Child. 
 
Digital advertisements on targeted websites such as 
familytimemagazine.com, chicagoparent.com, and kidlist.com 
are linked directly back to the Museum website.  
 
Nearly 30 press releases or articles were picked up by local and 
national print and web publications. A selection of these 
articles are featured in Appendix 5.  
 
The Museum continues to be a popular and unique destination 
for rentals and school programs.  A letter to past renters was 
distributed in the spring with an incentive to book. A letter to 
schools was sent in February to increase awareness of 
programs and tours available to students.  

 
Museum staff participated in two radio interviews for WDCB 
Radio of Glen Ellyn.  
 

  

 

 
Golf History Starts Here. 
Photo credit: WPD Staff 

 
Website visits: 14,582 

 
Total page views:  

33,637 
 
Most visited pages: 
Home: 10,935  
Exhibits: 3,363 
Collections: 2,902 
Calendar: 2,069 
Contact: 930 
Parties & Rentals: 750 
October Fest: 749 
Membership: 601 
Schools & Groups: 536 
 
Top 5 places where 
visitors linked from: 
Organic Search: 5,656 
Direct: 4,039 
Referral: 1,206 
Social Media: 377 
 
Websites where 
visitors came from: 
Chicago Parent 
Facebook 
 
New website pages: 
Community Partners: 114 
Speaking Engagements: 98 
Donate Artifacts: 96 
 

 
Casino Night. Photo credit: 
Staff 
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Social Media 
The Museum and marketing staff cooperatively maintain the 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts. All social media 
platforms are updated one to five times per week. Posts focus on 
programs, exhibits, and events at the Museum, as well as 
historical facts about DuPage County, facility closures, and 
other important information. In 2018, the Museum and the 
Foundation boosted 4 posts on Facebook.  
 

 
Banjo Buddies Dixieland Jazz Band performing at the DuPage Music 
Makers opening live on Facebook. Photo credit: Staff 
 
Sponsorship 
The DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation works 
with Development and Museum staff to secure exhibit and 
event sponsors. A $2,500 sponsorship from First Trust of 
Wheaton supported various exhibits and programs in 2018 
through its “Summer of Fun”. In addition, Chick Fil A 
continues to donate in-kind products for Santa Express, 
Casino Night, and Night at the Museum. Arrowhead Golf 
Club and GoGoSqueez also sponsored events.  
 

 
A Santa Express participant enjoys GoGoSqueez from his goodie bag.  
Photo credit: Michelle Podkowa  
 
  

Twitter 

Y
ea

r 

Tw
ee

ts
† 

Fo
llo

w
er

s 

2013 100 195 
2014 34 278 
2015 150 404 
2016 405 455 
2017 11 462 
2018 354 592 

†Data does not include retweets from 
others. 

 
Facebook 

Y
ea

r Po
st

s 

Li
ke

s 

A
ve

ra
ge

 
V

ie
w

s  

2013 94 329 63 
2014 221 471 243* 
2015 341 651 114* 
2016 293 907 160* 
2017 285 1015 192* 
2018 399 1274 286* 

*These data include “Boosted” posts 

 
Instagram 

Y
ea

r Po
st

s 

To
ta

l 
Fo
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w

er
s 

A
ve

ra
ge

 
V
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w

s/
Po

st
 

2018 40 599 131 
 

 
Chick Fil A at Night at the 
Museum, 2018. Photo Credit: 
WPD Staff 
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DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation 
DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation is a 501(c) (3) 
recognized by the State of Illinois. The Foundation's primary 
function is to raise funds to support the Museum’s mission. 
 
The Foundation works closely with the Development 
Coordinator, Museum staff, and Park District staff, with the 
goal to solicit donations, sponsorships, and coordinate 
fundraising events. These initiatives include: 
 
Casino Night takes place at the Museum in March each year. 
More than 200 guests attended in 2018, continuing to build on 
previous years’ successes, netting its highest amount ever at 
$23,094.  
 
In 2018, the Explorers Club, the Museum’s children’s 
membership program, hosted the 3rd annual Night at the 
Museum Children’s Party. The event sold out with more than 
100 in attendance. The event was a terrific driver for the 
program, which also provides discounts and perks such as early 
access to Santa Express tickets, additional member hours for 
special events, and train days. 
 
Museum Foundation members and volunteers manned 
information tables and sold concessions at Shakespeare in the 
Park on August 30, 31 and September 1 to raise awareness and 
additional funding. This event is sponsored by Wheaton Park 
District and the Wheaton College Arena Theater. 
 
The On Par for DuPage Golf Outing was replaced in 2018 
with the inaugural October Fest family event in Memorial 
Park. More than 1,500 people attended and were entertained 
with live bands, a beer garden, food vendors and a children’s 
activity area. The first-year event netted more than $14,000 for 
the Foundation. 
 
The 2018 end of year appeal was sent out via direct mail, 
email, and social media messaging to thousands of individuals. 
In 2018, the Museum received $4,195 in annual appeal 
donations and added a summer appeal included in the 
fundraising total. Wheaton Park District staff were also able for 
the first time to donate to the Foundation directly through bi-
weekly payroll deductions, which generated an additional $552. 
 
  

 
Casino Night. Photo credit: 
Larry Kmiecik 
 
2018 Foundation  
David Thiel, President 
Marty Keller, Vice 
President 
Mike Benard, Secretary 
Amy Grant, Treasurer 
Samantha Bauman 
Bob Jacobsen 
Don Puchalski 
Troy Rodman 
 

 
October Fest. Photo credit: 
Staff  

 

 
Night at the Museum 
Children’s Party. Photo credit: 
Staff 
 
Year Members 
2016 48* 
2017 15 
2018 196^ 

*Membership included with $50+ 
donation.  
^Membership included with 
Casino Night tickets.  
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DuPage County Historical Museum Foundation Budget 
Foundation Assets 

 
Foundation Budget Comparison 

 
* Inland’s $200,000 donation for the roof project was made in FY2015, and paid for in FY2016 
^Does not include final totals for campaign, some expenses paid and additional revenue generated in January of the following 
year 
†Participation in program discontinued after 2014 
*2017 and 2016 Night at the Museum expenses and revenue are included in the membership line item 
 
NOTE FOR 2017-2019 BUDGETS: The Foundation was charged $21,734.74 in the year ending 12/31/12 for the Pratapas 
consulting engagement. That amount represented 50% of the charges. The Foundation lacked sufficient resources to fund that 
obligation at the time. The Foundation’s financial position has improved and it is proposed that the Foundation board authorized 
the repayment of the $21K, one third each in 2017, 2018, and 2019. 

  

 2018 2017 2016  2015 2014  
Total Assets $92,405 $80,951 $80,121 $290,631 $63,554 
Total Liabilities $2,501 $22,697 $29,272 $33,873 $39,956 
Total Net Assets $89,904 $58,254 $50,849 $256,758 $23,598 

Description 2018 2017 
Actual 

2016  
Actual 

2015 
Actual 

2014  
Actual 

Administrative  $35,428 $29,641 $13,618 $235,667* $34,524 
Casino Night $33,327 $21,807 $21,844 $15,544 $14,127 
October Fest $24,470 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Night at the Museum* $700 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Memberships $544 $635 $635 $530 $486 
Holiday Bazaar  $0 $0 $75 $150 $0 
Annual Appeal / Donations^ $3,121 $4,195 $4,919 $3,255 $4,540 
CSADA† $0 $0 $0 $0 $5,433 
On Par for DuPage $0 $32,598 $45,396 $40,133 $39,756 
Hope and History $0 $0 $0 $0 $6,300 
Revenue Total: $97,590 $88,876 $87,072 $295,279 $133,541 
      
Administrative ($40,842) ($41,707) ($254,002)* ($28,769) ($54,105) 
Casino Night ($10,233) ($9,473) ($9,671) ($5,079) ($9,338) 
October Fest ($14,166)     
Memberships ($130) ($874) ($496) $0 $0 
Holiday Bazaar $0 $0 ($400) $0 ($395) 
Annual Appeal / Donations^ ($568) ($522) $2 ($23) ($1,457) 
CSADA† $0 $0 $0 $0 ($1,890) 
On Par for DuPage $0 ($24,617) ($28,671) ($28,232) ($32,369) 
Hope and History $0 $0 ($2,379) ($15) ($28,375) 
Expenses Total: ($65,939) ($77,194) ($297,259) ($62,118) ($127,930) 
      
Grand Total: $31,651 $11,682 ($210,187) $233,160 $5,611 
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Tour and Program Groups 

Group/Organization Type Program Location 

Activity Group Camp Self-Guided Tour Wheaton 
Bartlett Library Presentation Death in DuPage  Bartlett 
Beacon Hill Adult Group Self-Guided Tour Lombard 
Boy Scouts Scout Timeless Toys Glen Ellyn 
Boy Scouts Scout Collections Program Lombard 
Brownies Scout Girl Scout Celebration Carol Stream 
Caleb's Kin of Bathyl Baptist  Adult Group Self-Guided Tour Schaumburg 
Carol Stream Fire Station Presentation Carol Stream Presentation Carol Stream 
Clare Oaks Retirement 
Community 

Adult Group Museum Tour Bartlett 
Clare Woods Academy  School Self-Guided Tour Wheaton 
Clare Woods Academy  School Self-Guided Tour Wheaton 
Classical Conversations of Plano Scout Scavenger Hunt Plano 
DAAWN School Museum Tour Darien 
Daisy Girl Scouts Scout Daisy Tea Party Glen Ellyn 
Daisy Troop Scout Daisy Tea Party Lombard 
Daisy Troop #55710 Scout Daisy and the Girl Scouts Lombard 
Evergreen Elementary School School Timeless Toys Carol Stream 
Giant Steps Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
Giant Steps Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
Giant Steps Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
Giant Steps Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
Girl Scout Troop #50801 Scout Life in Early DuPage Glen Ellyn 
Girl Scout Troop #50971 Scout Life in Early DuPage Naperville 
Girl Scout Troop #55670 Scout Daisy Tea Party Winfield 
Girl Scouts Scout Scout Badges/Traditions Naperville 
Girl Scouts  Scout Daisy Tea Party Wheaton 
Girl Scouts Scout Tea/Scavenger Hunt Wheaton 
Hickory Knolls School Self-Guided Tour St. Charles 
Junior Girl Scouts Scout Social Butterfly Tea Party Warrenville 
Kay Graham Adult Group Self-Guided Tour Wheaton 
Kensington School School Log/Stone Cabin Program Wheaton 
Kensington School School Log/Stone Cabin Program Elmhurst 
Kensington School School Log/Stone Cabin Program Geneva 
Longfellow Cub Scouts Scout Museum Tour Wheaton 
Mount Carmel Montessori School Timeless Toys/Tour Warrenville 
Outreach Community Center  Adult Group Self-Guided Tour Carol Stream 
Outreach Community Ministries  School Self-Guided Tour Lombard 
PEO Presentation History of DuPage Wheaton 

 

 

Appendix 1: Education

21



 

 

Group/Organization Type Program Location 

Premier Care Consulting Special Edu Museum Tour Naperville 
Purple Passion Flowers Adult Group Museum Tour Glendale 

Heights Red Hat Ladies Adult Group Museum Tour Elmhurst 
Red Oak Nature Center School Museum Tour Batavia 
Sandburg  School Civil War Detectives Wheaton 
SASED Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
SASED Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
SASED Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Lisle 
Scout Troop #50288 Scouts Life in Early DuPage Lombard 
Seniors Assisted Living Adult Group Museum Tour Elmhurst 
US Taekwondo Summer 

Camp 
Self-Guided Tour Schaumburg 

Washington Girl Scouts #55179 Scout Life in Early DuPage Carol Stream 
WDSRA Rec & Roll GE Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Carol Stream 
WDSRA Rec and Roll Fort Hill Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Carol Stream 
Western DuPage Special Rec  Special Edu Self-Guided Tour Carol Stream 
Wheaton College  School Architectural Walking 

Tour 
Wheaton 

Wheaton College History 
Seminar 

School Architectural Walking 
Tour 

Wheaton 
Wheaton Warrenville South School Museum Tour Wheaton 
Wiesbrook Elementary Brownies  Scout Living History Wheaton 
 

Educational Program 2018 

 Architectural Walking Tour (x2) 
 DuPage Music Makers Exhibit Opening 
 Holiday Crafts 
 How Corn Changed Itself and then Changed Everything Else (CHNI) 
 Landmark Illinois: Sheldon Peck 
 Newspaper Imperatives (DCGS) 
 Party like its 1818 (CHNI) 
 Red Grange: From Wheaton Iceman to Football’s Golden 
 Santa Express (x5) 
 Ten People (DCHS) 
 Tolkien's Beginnings 
 Victorian Crafts 
 Victorian Valentines (x2) 
 Voices of DuPage (x6) 
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Accreditation Statistics 
Of the nation’s estimated 35,000 museums, 1,072 are currently accredited. There are currently 33 
museums in the State of Illinois that are accredited. Naper Settlement and the Morton Arboretum are the 
only museums from the County of DuPage that have been accredited by the American Alliance of 
Museums (AAM). AAM is the organization who accredits museums in the United States.   
 
Museums Accredited in Illinois 
Illinois County Number of 

Accredited Museums 
Cook 19 
DuPage 2 
Lake 1 
McLean 1 
Sangamon 1 
Franklin 1 
Fulton  1 
Peoria 1 
Champaign 3 
Coles 1 
Will 1 
Jefferson 1 
Total 33 
 
Budget for Museums Accredited by the AAM 
Annual Budget  Percentage of 

Accredited Museums 
$350,000 and under 8% 
$350,000 to $499,999 6% 
$500,000 to $999,999 18% 
$1,000,000 to $2.9M 30% 
$3M to $4.9M 12% 
$5M to $14.9M 17% 
$15M and over 10% 
 
Staff Size 
Number of Full-Time Staff Percentage of 

Accredited Museums 
1-5 15% 
6-15 28% 
16-30 21% 
31-50 12% 
51-70 5% 
71-100 8% 
101-150 5% 
151-200 1% 
More than 200 6% 
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1

Michelle Podkowa

From: Jeanne  Angel <jangel@nineteenthcentury.org>
Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 8:55 AM
To: Michelle Podkowa
Subject: IAM Award

 
 
September 6, 2018 
DuPage County Historical Museum 
Exhibits 
 
Congratulations!  You have been chosen to receive an Illinois 
Association of Museums Award for 2018. Thank you so much 
for your nomination and the great work you do for the Illinois 
museum community. You make us all proud! 

 
Please respond back to this email to confirm that you will be 
able to accept your honor at the 2018 Awards Program on 
Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 7:30pm at the new Kidzeum of 
Health and Science in Springfield.  You will then be sent a 
link to sign up for the event.   
 
Award winners are allowed one complimentary ticket to the 
event.  Multiple other tickets may be purchased for your 
staff, board members, volunteers, colleagues, or friends and 
family for $30 each.  You are encouraged to share your big 
night with others so please spread the word! 
 

Then on October 5th enjoy our mini-conference in partnership with the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library!  For more information about the event please visit illinoismuseums.org.   
 
All the best,  
 
Jeanne Schultz Angel 
Awards Chairperson 
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Intern Hours 
Intern Name 2018 Hours 

Emily Muszynski 236.5 
Peter Shamrock 52 
Total 288.5 

 
Volunteer Hours 
Volunteer Name Started 2017 Hours 

Sherryl Brown 2016 6.5 
Nicole Cyrier 2016 13 
Jean Gieraltowski 2000 25.5 
Jerry Gieraltowski 2004 31 
Nichole Kelley 2017 43 
Larry Kmiecik 2015 124 
Emma Kostrzewa 2017 13 
Emily McCafferty 2012 5.5 
Craig Passley 2014 56.75 
Michael Severino 2017 11 
Cameron Simpson 2017 69.25 
Avry Tower 2016 142 
Totals  540.5 
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DuPage County Historical Museum 
undergoes construction 

DuPage County Historical Museum's lower level will be under 
construction from March 23-30. 

By Wheaton Park District, 
Neighbor | Mar 22, 2018 3:07 pm ET 

The comfort of patrons and 

care and preservation of 

artifacts are projects that 

involve routine maintenance, 

which is why starting on 

March 23 the lower level of 

the DuPage County Historical 

Museum will be closed due to construction. 

This construction project will be advancing the standards of the building and providing a better 

environment for the Museum's visitors and artifacts. Rooms that have not seen care in decades 

will be updated, including the model train control room and the exhibition preparation room. 

These rooms will also be getting insulated walls for the first time. 

The project also includes cleaning the masonry in these rooms and properly resealing it in efforts 

to protect the original stonework. Charles Sumner Frost, the architect for the building in 1891, 

used rusticated limestone complimented by Blue Bedford stone to give a natural and emphasize 

horizontal lines. 

The lower level construction project is expected to be completed by March 30. Subsequent 

construction will be ongoing after the lower level reopens, in areas that are behind-the-scenes. 

For questions or updates on the project, please call 630-510-4941 or visit the museum's 

Facebook page at facebook.com/dupagemuseum. 
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Shout Out: Zachary Bishop, River 

Grove resident and museum curator 
Maryann Pisano 

Pioneer Press 

April 4, 2018, 3:05 PM 

Zachary Bishop is a River Grove resident. He is a museum curator at the Downers Grove 

Museum and DuPage County Historical Museum. 

Q: Where did you grow up and go to school? 

A: I’ve lived in River Grove since I was 4 years old. I went to Walther Christian 

Academy. Then, I went to Elmhurst College. 

Q: What was your major? 

A: I majored in history and English. 

Q: When did you become interested in working for a museum? 
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A: I was an education major, and I didn’t like it as much as I thought I would. I started 

to look into museum work during my junior year of college. I knew I really liked history, 

learning about it and helping others learn about it. 

Q: After researching museum work, what did you find? 

A: I did an internship at the DuPage County Historical Museum. I did a little bit of 

everything at that museum, and I fell in love with it. I decided to go to graduate school 

with a museum focus. 

Q: Where did you go to graduate school? 

A: I went to Northern Illinois University. 

Q: When did you begin working at the Downers Grove museum? 

A: I applied last March when I was finishing graduate school. I’ve been here a year. 

Q: What are your responsibilities as a museum curator? 

A: We’re a small museum, so I do a little bit of everything. My main responsibilities are 

keeping track of the museum’s collection of historical objects and photographs. I handle 

the storage, donations, cataloging and pulling information for researchers. I also do the 

exhibits, so I do the research and writing for that. I have two education programs for 

adults. I give tours, and I work with volunteers. 

Q: What do you like the most about your job? 

A: I really like working with the people that come in. I like working with people who 

have something to donate or if they want to do research. I like helping them. 

Q: What are your goals for the future? 

A: I’m working part time at the Downers Grove Museum and at the DuPage County 

Historical Museum. One of my main goals is finding a full-time job. I do enjoy working 

at small community museums because I can do a little bit of everything. 

Q: What do you like to do for fun? 

A: I do a lot of reading. I like fantasy and science fiction. I like watching Netflix and 

spending time with family. I like exploring Chicago. 
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Exhibit celebrates DuPage 
Architecture 
DuPage County Historical Museum 
Posted 8/2/2018 12:08 PM 

Architecture is representative of DuPage County's culture in many ways -

- it symbolizes the lives of the people and the art of each era. 

The latest exhibit at the DuPage County Historical Museum, DuPage 

Architects, will offer a glimpse into the reasoning behind some of the 

iconic public and private structures in the county when it opens later this 

month. 

DuPage Architects explores the lives and designs of five architects who 

designed buildings here: Ephram Norman Brydges, Walter Burley 

Griffin, Jarvis Hunt, Charles Sumner Frost and R. Harold Zook. 

These architects are responsible for many famous buildings, including 

the Adams Memorial Library in Wheaton (Frost), Wheaton Grand 

Theatre (Brydges), Chicago Golf Clubhouse in Wheaton (Hunt), the 

William Emery House in Elmhurst (Griffin) and the R. Harold Zook 

Home and Studio in Hinsdale (Zook). 

It will deliver insight into the men behind the buildings and why their 

legacy and the structures they built are important in understanding the 

history of DuPage. 

The exhibit will showcase photographs and objects related to the designs 

of R. Harold Zook from the Hinsdale Historical Society, which moved the 

Zook Home and Studio in 2005 to save it from demolition. Cotswold-
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style cottages with roofs that imitated the appearance of English thatch 

roofs were Zook's signature design. 

The exhibit also features recent interior and exterior photos of 

Wheaton's Seven Gables Farm House (later known as the Loretto 

Convent) taken by museum volunteer Larry Kmiecik. 

Jarvis Hunt, an architect and well-rounded golfer, designed the structure 

as a part of the Chicago Golf Club Colony. Bob and Katy Goldsborough 

saved the house from demolition by moving it in August of 2017. 

In addition, DuPage Architects will explore the stories of Charles Sumner 

Frost's popular Chicago buildings: the Potter Palmer Mansion (located in 

the Gold Coast neighborhood before its demolition), the Maine Pavilion 

of the 1893 World's Fair and Navy Pier. 

These buildings embodied the Beaux Arts Movement, a style that was 

popular from the 1890s to 1910s that emphasized grandeur and elegance. 

To tie along with the exhibit, the museum will be hosting a two-mile 

architectural walking tour to explore the buildings of Frost, Zook, 

Brydges and more. The tour will meet at 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 18, at the 

museum front steps, 102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton. Admission is $6 per 

adult and $4 per child. 

DuPage Architects will be on exhibit from Aug. 11 until next February. 

For details or to register for the architectural tour, visit 

dupagemuseum.org or call (630) 510-4941. 
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DuPage County Historical Museum tour to 
showcase architecture in downtown Wheaton 
By ERIC SCHELKOPF 

Aug. 20, 2018 

 

Photo provided by DuPage County Historical Museum 

 

Mark Busch file photo - mbusch@shawmedia.com 

WHEATON – DuPage County Historical Museum manager and educator 
Michelle Podkowa believes architecture can reveal a lot about a 
community. 

"It reflects not only the physical history of a place, but also the ideals, the 
cultures, the challenges and the growth of the area," she said. 
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Podkowa will lead an architectural walking tour through downtown 
Wheaton from 10 a.m. to noon Aug. 18. The tour will start at the 
museum at 102 E. Wesley St. Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for 
children, available by calling 630-510-4941 or visiting eventbrite.com. 

The tour will cover two miles, and participants are advised to dress for 
the elements. The museum's building, which first opened in October 1891 
as the Adams Memorial Library, is one of the buildings that will be 
featured in the tour. 

The building was built by Wheaton resident John Quincy Adams in 
memory of his late wife, Marilla Phipps Adams. John, a descendant of the 
Adams line that produced two presidents, was born in 1824 in 
Massachusetts and came to Chicago in 1851. 

The Adams Memorial Library was the first public library and cultural 
facility in Wheaton, as well as one of the first libraries in Illinois to adopt 
the Dewey Decimal System. The library's current building opened in 
1965, just a block east of the Adams Memorial Library. 

In 1967, the building opened as the DuPage County Historical Museum 
under the operation of DuPage County and the DuPage County Historical 
Society. The museum currently exists as a facility of the Wheaton Park 
District. 
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Shakespeare in the Park 

brings The Tempest to 

Memorial Park 
Posted by Gina Catalano, Community Contributor 

A powerful storm shipwrecks the king's party on an enchanted island, 

populated by fairies and monsters, and governed by a powerful wizard caught 

between the temptation for revenge and the need for forgiveness. Experience 

the story of "The Tempest" during Shakespeare in the Park, taking place at 

Memorial Park on August 30 through September 1. 

Shakespeare in the Park is a high-quality annual theater event presented free 

of charge to the public by the Wheaton Park District and Wheaton College's 

Arena Theater. "The Tempest", William Shakespeare's last complete play, 

addresses power, love and the healing that comes with letting go. 

"After 5 years of comedies, it was time for us to branch out in Shakespeare," 

said Wheaton College Arena Theater Production Manager and Technical 

Director Andy Mangin. "We were about to run out of stories about mistaken 

identity that end with weddings…This play about power and reconciliation 

feels messier and more experimental. It has some funny moments but also 

some dark ones. It explores these themes with real stakes and asks real 

questions about authority and forgiveness. We thought it was a good 

departure from the straight comedy, and I think the Shakespeare in the Park 

audience both needs and is ready for that." 
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The performance brings Wheaton College alums-turned-professional actors 

from across the country and pairs them with current students to star in the 

now three-day performance. The high caliber of acting, lighting and sound 

blend for a unique, must-see show for the whole family. 

Also making its return is the puppet show, which begins at 6:45 p.m., will 

introduce the audience to the characters and plot points of the play. 

Theatergoers play an important role in the production by helping to 

underwrite production costs through a fundraising platform. Since the 

production is not fully funded, public support onsite and in advance each year 

is what helps Shakespeare in the Park continue to be a free, outdoor event. 

Donors of $25 or more will receive a limited-edition t-shirt. Donations can be 

made at wheaton.ignitecx.com/shakespeareinthepark2018 or at the event. 

"An outdoor production of this caliber will cost approximately $40,000. The 

generous support from Wheaton College, First Trust Portfolios and Wheaton 

Bank and Trust help fund a large portion of the production and maintain this 

free community theater program each year," Wheaton Park District 

Superintendent of Marketing and Special Events Kristina Nemetz said. 

The Wheaton Park District and Wheaton College's free performance of "The 

Tempest" will be performed on a new night, Thursday, August 30, as well as 

Friday, August 31 and Saturday, September 1 at Memorial Park (208 W. Union 

Ave). Seating opens at 6 p.m. and the performance starts at 7 p.m. Limited 

bench seating is available. Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs and 

blankets. Onsite concessions will be available, with the proceeds benefiting the 

DuPage County Historical Museum. 
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Historical Museum showcases lives, work of DuPage architects 

By Cathy Janek for Chronicle Media — September 6, 2018 

 
The DuPage County Historical Museum was designed by Charles Sumner Frost,  

among five DuPage County architects saluted at the Wheaton Museum. 

Five local architects are featured in a new DuPage County Historical Museum exhibit giving insight to the men 
behind the buildings and their important role in DuPage County’s history. 

The architects include: 

Ephram Norman Brydges, designer of Wheaton’s Grand Theatre;  Walter Burley Griffin, William Emery House;  
Jarvis Hunt , Chicago Golf Clubhouse in Wheaton;  Charles Sumner Frost, Wheaton’s Adams Memorial Library; R. 
Harold Zook who is responsible for his namesake, the R. Harold Zook Home and Studio in Hinsdale. 

All but Charles Sumner Frost resided in the county according to Zachery Bishop, Curator for the DuPage County 
Historical Museum said. 

Frost designed the building which currently houses the DuPage County Historical Museum as well as “Navy Pier 
and the Potter Palmer Mansion which was located in the Gold Coast neighborhood of Chicago before its 
demolition,” he said. 

These buildings embodied the Beaux Arts Movement, a popular style from the 1890s to 1910s that emphasized 
grandeur and elegance, Bishop added. 

The idea for the exhibit began after Wheaton’s historic Seven Gables home, built by Hunt, was relocated from its 
former site as part the Loretto Convent to make way for a new subdivision in 2017. 

“We went out and took photos before the property was moved,” Bishop said. 

The 1897 Tudor Revival home was set for demolition until a Wheaton couple came forward to pay for the costs of 
relocating the home 500 feet—saving it from the wrecking ball. 
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The Beaux Arts-style Wheaton Theatre designed by Brydges had at one time housed live drama, silent films and 
vaudeville performances. 

The theater is now closed, but Bishop said there is a local organization raising funds in hopes of restoring the 
property and reopening it. 

Brydges also designed Glenbard West High School in Glen Ellyn, Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Westmont, and the Cutten Estate in Downers Grove. 

The exhibit will showcase photographs and objects about the designs of Zook on loan from the Hinsdale Historical 
Society, which moved the Zook Home and Studio in 2005 to save it from demolition. 

Bishop said Zook designed Cotswold-style cottages with roofs that imitated the appearance of English thatch roofs. 

Zook often added cut-outs and incorporated spider webs into the design, he added. 

Griffin, another local architect, received a degree in architecture from the University of Illinois at the turn of the last 
century and was most noted for his part in developing the Prairie Style of architecture. 
In addition to his involvement with many suburban housing projects, Griffin was chosen out of more than 130 
submissions for the design of the city of Canberra, Australia. 

The exhibit is set to run until February 2019. 
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DuPage County Museum Exhibit Features Muddy Waters and
Eddy Clearwater

Westmont, Illinois
Date Issued: September 26, 2018
 
“Our Muddy Waters Blues Historical Exhibit is a modest space that displays about
60 unique artifacts,” said Larry McIntyre, who created the museum in 2005, “but
we have visitors from all over the world who come to Westmont every year to
learn about the ‘Godfather of the Blues’ and the years he lived in our community.”
 
The Westmont Special Events Corporation (WSEC) office is home to the Muddy
Waters display, located at 1 S. Cass Ave.  Waters lived in Westmont from 1973
until he passed in 1983. This past year, the exhibit added an Eddy Clearwater
display as well.  Clearwater was also a former Westmont resident.
 
The WSEC recently loaned more than 20 artifacts to the DuPage County Historical
Museum for their special exhibit title ‘DuPage Music Makers’.  The new music
exhibit explores the lives of popular musicians who lived in DuPage County and
the impact they had on their respective genres both locally and beyond. The
exhibit also looks at how the experience of listening to music has changed from
the 19th century to the present day.
 
“Museum staff chose musicians as an exhibit topic because of the old instruments
and music artifacts we had in our collection, but quickly realized that we couldn’t
do such an exhibit without looking at popular artists with ties to DuPage County,”
Museum Curator Zach Bishop said. “All of the artists we decided to feature were
born in the twentieth century, so ‘DuPage Music Makers’ ended up being more
contemporary than most exhibits we’ve done.”
 
Some famous and influential musicians included in the exhibit are Jim Peterik, of
the bands Survivor and The Ides of March, who lives in Burr Ridge; The Plain
White T’s, who were formed in Lombard; opera singer Sherill Milnes, who grew up
in Downers Grove; folk artist Murial Anderson, who also grew up in Downers
Grove; and Ronnie Platt of the band Kansas, who lives in Lombard.
 
Several artifacts associated with the Blues musicians Muddy Waters and Eddy
Clearwater will be on display through a special loan with the Westmont Special
Events Corporation, the Westmont Historical Society, and the musicians’ families
and estates. The artifacts include performance costumes, albums, photos, and
other memorabilia. However, the Muddy Waters Grammy Award remains on
display in the WSEC exhibit at Westmont Centre.
 
The “DuPage Music Makers” exhibit also features loaned artifacts related to Ann
Stewart and the Banjo Buddies Dixieland Jazz Band of Carol Stream. The Banjo
Buddies have been playing Dixieland jazz music in the Chicagoland area since the
1970s. In the early days the band was particularly popular at political functions
and played for three U.S. Presidents including Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, and
George H. W. Bush. Today, they continue to play for every event imaginable from
local and international festivals to concert halls, theme parks, grand openings,
sport stadiums, cruises and countless private events including funerals.
 
“DuPage Music Makers” is on display now through July 29, 2019. For more
information, visit dupagemuseum.org.
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DuPage history 
program celebrates life 
as Illinois reached 
statehood 
By Kevin Beese Staff reporter — October 19, 
2018  
Political shenanigans are nothing new to Illinois, 
according to historian and performer Ellie Carlson. 

Bringing her “We’re Gonna Party Like It’s 1818” presentation of olden day dance, food, literature and 
entertainment to the DuPage Historical Museum on Thursday (Oct. 11), Carlson talked about the 
liberties that political leaders took to get Illinois to statehood. 

 
Ellie Carlson, creator of the “Party Like It’s 1818” program, 

listens to a speaker during her historical interpretation at the 

DuPage Historical Society. 

She said, during her presentation timed with the 
state’s bicentennial, that the criterion for statehood 
was a population of 40,000 or close to it if a 
burgeoning area. 

Illinois settlers were a mobile bunch in 1818, 
Carlson said, often moving from one town to 

another. 

“There was a census done in one place and they would count everybody,” Carlson said. “Then 
someone would move five or six miles and they would count them again when they did the census of 
that town. There was skullduggery even then.” 

Carlson, who does performances as Mami Eisenhower and other females in history, said Illinois 
probably only had no more than 32,000 residents when granted statehood in 1818 –and that number 
could have been as low as 20,000. 

A Chicago resident who studied history and theater, Carlson will have given her presentation of what 
parties were like in 1818 a total of 33 times by the end of this year. 

 
Jennifer Stasinopoulos of Naperville reads a poem by John Keats during the program. 
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Creating a performance for Carlson is more than flipping through a few pages of a history book. 

“It takes me six months to a year to develop a character,” she said. 

Carlson said she loves creating the historical interpretations she presents. 

“My programs construct live history,” the Chicago resident said. “They are the closest you are ever 
going to come to time travel – at least so far.” 

Carlson’s “We’re Gonna Party Like It’s 1818” program will be presented: 

 Friday (Oct. 19): 7 p.m. at the Hinckley Public Library District, 100 Maple St. Registration required. 

 13: 7 p.m. at the Prairie Trails Public Library, 8449 Moody Ave., Burbank. Registration required. 

 15: 7 p.m. at the Frankfort Public Library District, 21119 S. Pfeiffer 

Road.   

 16: 6 p.m. at the New Lenox Public Library, 120 Veterans Parkway. Registration required. 

 2: 4:30 p.m. at the Addison Historical Museum, 446 W. Lake St. 

 3: 6:30 p.m. at the Evergreen Park Public Library, 9400 S. Troy. 

 4: Noon at the Tuesday Book Review Club at Quality Inn & Suites, 800 N. Kinzie Ave., Bradley. 

 6: 7 p.m. at Arlington Heights Memorial Library, 500 Dunton Ave. Registration required. 

 7: 1 p.m. at St. Charles Public Library, 1 Sixth Ave. Registration required. 

 25: 1 p.m. at Sheridan at Green Oaks, 29330 N. Waukegan Road, Lake Bluff. 

  

kbeese@chronicleillinois.com 
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From the community: DuPage County 
Historical Museum wins exhibit award 

 

DuPage County Historical Museum Curator Zachary Bishop 
(left) receives an IAM Award from Karen Everingham, the 
President of the IAM Board and the Interim Director of Visitor 
Services at the Illinois State Museum. (Posted by Gina 
Catalano, Community Contributor) 

The DuPage County Historical Museum 

recently received an Award of Merit for 

their exhibit "1917: Catalyst for the 

Modern Era" from the Illinois Association 

of Museums. 

Every year, the Illinois Association of 

Museums celebrates the best in Illinois 

museums, from service awards to lifetime 

achievements to best practices excellence. 

The DuPage County Historical Museum 

detailed their planning process for the 

exhibit - which featured research, choosing 

objects, designing the galleries, developing 

marketing materials, and organizing 

associated events - and an evaluation of its effectiveness. They supported their 

nomination with photographs of the exhibit on display, sample label copy, 

drawings showing the layout and size of the exhibit space and a general 

description of what was exhibited. 

The exhibit was developed by former curator Ashley Downing and was 
partially funded by a donation from the Snodgrass Family Fund of the DuPage 
Foundation. A catalog for the exhibit was also created, which can still be 
purchased at the Museum gift shop. 

52

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/community/chi-ugc-article-dupage-county-historical-museum-wins-exhibit-2018-11-12-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/community/chi-ugc-article-dupage-county-historical-museum-wins-exhibit-2018-11-12-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/community/chi-ugc-article-dupage-county-historical-museum-wins-exhibit-2018-11-12-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/community/chi-ugc-article-dupage-county-historical-museum-wins-exhibit-2018-11-12-story.html


 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/community/chi-ugc-article-dupage-county-
historical-museum-wins-exhibit-2018-11-12-story.html 

On October 4, 2018, Museum Curator Zachary Bishop attended the IAM 

Awards in Springfield, Ill. at the Kidzeum of Health and Science. 

"It was a great honor for our peers to recognize the Museum's hard work and 

dedication to sharing history with the public. '1917' was one of many 

important and exciting projects that Illinois museums have completed in the 

past year," Bishop said. 

The DuPage County Historical Museum has received a number of awards from 

IAM the past few years, for exhibits such as "From Flame to Florescent" 

(2016) and "Wedding Traditions Unveiled" (2015). 

For a list of upcoming exhibits at the DuPage County Historical Museum, 

visit dupagemuseum.org.  
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This Is the Best Place to Live in Every State 
 
By SHAINA MISHKIN, PRACHI BHARDWAJ, and ALLANA AKHTAR  
December 17, 2018 6:00 AM EST 
 
What makes a town worth living in? While beautiful scenery and a sense of 
community can help give a location character, features like affordability, safety, 
convenience, and a bustling economy are always critical factors. 
 
Every year, MONEY ranks the Best Places to Live in the U.S. Because of the 
criteria considered, some states end up being represented more than once—and 
others not at all. Now, using data from that ranking, we crunched the numbers to 
_nd the best place to live in every state. As in our previous rankings, we 
considered everything from the cost of buying a home to median household 
income. The results surfaced favorite stand-bys, well-known cities, and plenty of 
hidden gems. 
 
Since this year’s Best Places to Live list only considered locations with 50,000 
people or more, the top picks tend to skew toward small cities or bustling 
suburbs. But small towns aren’t entirely left out. When _ve states had no places 
that met this year’s criteria, we considered last year’s Best Places to Live data, 
which included spots with populations between 10,000 and 100,000.  
(Read more about our methodology at the bottom of this list.) 
 
While the choice of where you live is a personal one, this ranking aims to 
highlight notable cities—maybe even your own—all across the country. Here are 
the 50 places that are the best in their states. —Shaina Mishkin 
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Wheaton, Illinois 
 
Population: 53,921 
Median Household Income: $95,148 
Median Home Listing Price: $469,000 
 
Founded by a group of abolitionists in the 1850s and home to the Wheaton Flag 
antislavery newspaper, this safe, well-educated suburb of Chicago has a rich 
history readily discovered at the DuPage County Historical Museum, founded by 
John Quincy Adams in 1891. Take a horse-drawn carriage ride along lively 
Downtown Wheaton, stopping at The Little Popcorn Store, a 1920s landmark 
building just 49 inches wide. Forego the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago and head to 
Wheaton’s Cosley Zoo to learn about species native to Illinois. Though median 
home sale prices in the first quarter of 2018 were around $350,000, the median 
family income comes in at $119,232. 
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ARTS + ENTERTAINMENT | DuPage Music Makers 
Showcase 
December 29, 2018 
 

 

  
AN ERA OF POPULAR MUSICIANS  
On exhibit at the DuPage County Historical Museum, DuPage Music Makers showcases an era of 
popular musicians who called DuPage County home like the Plain White T’s, Muddy Waters, and 
Jim Peterik of Survivor.  Learn their stories and how they influenced their genres locally and 
nationally. The museum is open seven days a week, free to the public at 102 E. Wesley Street in 
Wheaton. Learn more at www.dupagemuseum.org 
 

56

https://www.glancermagazine.com/single-post/2018/11/14/ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-DuPage-Music-Makers-Showcase?fbclid=IwAR17-6jP4K8zAPDu98j2BoWpYhHRxIUzKUuzRX_378D9rnWGYCtdEiemtpo
https://www.glancermagazine.com/single-post/2018/11/14/ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-DuPage-Music-Makers-Showcase?fbclid=IwAR17-6jP4K8zAPDu98j2BoWpYhHRxIUzKUuzRX_378D9rnWGYCtdEiemtpo
https://www.glancermagazine.com/single-post/2018/11/14/ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-DuPage-Music-Makers-Showcase?fbclid=IwAR17-6jP4K8zAPDu98j2BoWpYhHRxIUzKUuzRX_378D9rnWGYCtdEiemtpo
https://www.glancermagazine.com/single-post/2018/11/14/ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-DuPage-Music-Makers-Showcase?fbclid=IwAR17-6jP4K8zAPDu98j2BoWpYhHRxIUzKUuzRX_378D9rnWGYCtdEiemtpo


Print

LEGO® Engineering Summer Camps
at DuPage County Historical Museum

LEGO® Minecraft Build
Ages 5-6 | June 25-29 | 9A-12P | $175

Girl Powered Stem with LEGO®

Ages 5-6 | July 2-6* | 9A-12P | $140
Ages 7-12 | July 206 | 1-4P | $140
*No camp 7/4.

LEGO® Superhero Engineering
Ages 5-6 | July 9-13 | 9A-12P | $175

LEGO® Bash’em Bots
Ages 7-12 | July 9-13 | 1-4P | $175

Stem with LEGO®

Ages 5-6 | July 16-20 | 9A-12P | $175
Ages 7-12 | July 16-20 | 1-4P | $175

LEGO® Jedi Engineering
Ages 5-6 | July 23-28 | 9A-12P | $175
Ages 7-12 | July 23-28 | 1-4P | $175

Register at 
wheatonparkdistrict.com

102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton | 630.510.4941 | dupagemuseum.org

Join us each month when the DuPage Society of Model Engineers operates 
the entire railroad. The detailed layout covers more than 2,000 feet of 
track and highlights some of DuPage County’s railroads and landmarks in a 
landscape full of surprises. See if you can spot Thomas and Superman.  

2018 TRAIN SCHEDULE
Train hours are 1:30-3:30P on the third (and fi fth) Saturday of each month.*

January 20
February 17
March 17 & 31*
April 21
May 19
June 16 & 30*

Interested in operating the railroad? The engineers are always looking for 
new volunteers. Contact Ken Valentine at 630.668.6017.
Extended hours from 3:30-4:30P for Explorers Club Members on March 17, 
June 16, September 15 and December 15.

102 East Wesley  |  Wheaton, IL 60187  |  630.510.4941  |  dupagemuseum.org

Trains, Trains, Trains!

July 21
August 18
September 15 & 29*
October 20
November 17
December 15 & 29*
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Signage

Sw
eets & Treats

Welcome to

July 21 | 1-4P
$15 per family (up to 5 people)

$5 per additional person

Sponsored by

Thank you for visiting us today 
and showing your support for the 
men and women who served to 

protect our great country. 
Please provide your signature

and include the name of your town.

Upcoming Exhibits

DuPage Architects
August 11, 2018-February 2019
Explore the rich architectural 
history of DuPage County

Music Makers
September 15, 2018-July 2019
Learn about local legends and 
how they shaped the music scene
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Web & Print Ads

So much to explore

FREE ADMISSION!

Family Events & Programming
Train Days | 3rd & 5th Saturday of the Month

Engaging Exhibits
Birthday Parties

Museum Hours 9:30A-4P | Weekends 12-4P
dupagemuseum.org | 102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton | 630.510.4941

Sporting Life of DuPage Exhibit | Camps & Programs 
Sweets & Treats Open House | Train Display

Wheaton, IL | 630.510.4941 | Free Admission

Summer of Discovery 
at the DuPage County Historical Museum

Sporting Life Exhibit | Camps & Programs
Sweets & Treats Open House | Train Display 

Wheaton, IL | 630.510.4941 | Free Admission

Summer of Discovery 
at the DuPage County Historical Museum

Engaging Exhibits

Family Events 
& Programming

Train Days
3rd & 5th Saturday of the Month

Museum Hours 9:30A-4P | Weekends 12-4P
dupagemuseum.org | 102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton | 630.510.4941

So much to explore at 
your county museum

FREE ADMISSION!

School/Scout Programs NIGHT
MUSEUM

AT 
THE

Dupage County Historical Museum

Friday, April 20 | 6:30P
DuPage County Historical Museum
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Eblasts & Social Media
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