Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners Special Meeting Minutes
Wednesday December 3, 2025 5:00 p.m.
DuPage County Historical Museum 102 E. Wesley Street Wheaton, Illinois

CALL TO ORDER - President Vires called the meeting to order at 5:00 p-m. Barrett, Mee,
Pecharich, were present.

Commissioner Frey, Kelly, Welker was absent

COMMUNITY INPUT
None
PRESENTATIONS

¢ Shawn Benson, Director of Land Development from Wight Engineering gave a
presentation on the Athletic Field Irrigation and Synthetic Turf Analysis for Graf Park,
Atten Park, Central Athletic Complex, Danada South Park and Seven Gables Park. He
spoke about what would need to be done at each park and the costs associated with it.
Benard reported that our large and very busy athletic programming, including soccer,
lacrosse, football, baseball and softball overtax our athletic field natural grass turf areas
and without irrigation or additional synthetic turf areas, recovery and maintaining
quality is extremely difficult . Commissioner Pecharich asked if we were only to do the
infields in synthetic turf, would that significantly reduce cost? Benson said yes, city of
Wheaton code is very specific, work impacting over an acre of land requires that you
provide detention adding significant cost. Pecharich asked if we opted not to do
synthetic turf why put in irrigation system if were trying to improve drainage. Benard
said that is an issue separate from what we are reviewing today. Drainage is not an issue
in most of our athletic grass turf areas, but it is an issue on many of our baseball and
softball field infields. We have budgeted a capital project to address infield drainage in
2026. This project will be reviewed with the park board at our annual capital projects
meeting in January.

Commissioner Mee asked what Benson’s experience is with environmental issues people
may have related to synthetic turf. Benson stated they don’t experience a lot of that
feedback as engineers and project designers. Some clients are going towards a more
natural material, and the turf companies have come up with ways to replace turf fields in
a more environmentally friendly way. Superintendent of Planning Hinchee stated that
Wight is preparing specifications for re carpeting the Graf Park synthetic turf field are as
part of the 2026 capital expense plan since it is at the end of its lifespan. Commissioner
Pecharich asked what the difference in cost is for just replacing fields, vs installing new
fields. Benson said it’s currently $15.00-$16.00 a square foot to install new synthetic
turf areas and $4.75 -$6.00 per foot for the subsequent carpet replacement.
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Benard stated that based on the compared cost estimates provided by Wight, he is not in
favor of replacing these fields with synthetic turf, he would however advocate for
putting one additional synthetic turf field at Graf Park adjacent to the existing one due to
the field lighting that is already there. Benard recommended that the board consider
funding the installation of irrigation systems at our heavy use athletic filed areas as a
part of future capital improvement planning. The Board thanked Benson and his team
for their work on the analysis.

ACTION ITEMS

Health Insurance / Employee Contribution Rates for 2026

Commissioner Mee moved to Approve Employee Contribution Rates of 5% of
Premium Costs for HMO Coverage for employees and 10% of Premium Costs for
HMO coverage for dependents, 15% of Premium Costs for PPO Coverage for
employees and 20% of Premium Costs for PPO Coverage for dependents, and 10% of
Premium Costs for HDHP Coverage for employees and 15% of Premium Costs for

HDHP for dependents for the 2026 insurance plan year. Seconded by Commissioner
Barrett

Benard reviewed the costs per plan type to the employee related to the
recommendation for employee contribution rates.

Motion passed by roll call vote.
Ayes: Barrett, Mee, Pecharich, Vires
Nays: None

Abstain: None

Absent: Frey, Kelly, Welker

Discussion Items

Finance and Administration

1.

o

Ordinance 2025-07 Making a Combined Annual Budget and Appropriation of Funds for
the Wheaton Park District for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2026 and Ending
December 31, 2026 — Review of Ordinance 2025-07

Benard stated that the next three items on the agenda are all related to our annual budget
and tax levy. These ordinances will be presented for board action at the December 17
meeting of the Park Board of Commissioners. The budget proposal has been on public
display for well beyond the statutorily required amount of time.

Ordinance 2025-08 Levying and Assessing the Taxes of the Wheaton Park District,
DuPage County, Illinois for the Tax Year 2025 — Review of Ordinance 2025-08

Benard stated that this ordinance reflects the board’s direction for the 2025 levy.
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3. Ordinance 2025-09 Abating the Taxes Heretofore Levied for the year 2025 to pay Debt
Service on the General Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source),
Series 2019A of the Wheaton Park District, DuPage County, Illinois — Review of
Ordinance 2025-09

Benard stated that since the 2019A bonds are alternatively funded by the annual proceeds
from the debt service extension base, a separate levy is not needed, hence the abatement.

4. Schedule of 2026 Subcommittee & Regular Meetings of the Wheaton Park District
Board of Commissioners — Review of Schedule
Benard noted several 2026 subcommittee schedule adjustments.
* January 17, 2026 — Annual Meeting designated for Capital Projects.
e February 18, 2026, at 4:00 PM — Meeting scheduled for the review of the
Arrowhead driving range concept project presentation.
e April 8, 2026 — Meeting change is recommended to accommodate Commissioner
Kelly’s schedule, as he serves as Chairman of the Buildings and Grounds
Subcommittee.

5. Youth Baseball and Softball Uniforms and Equipment Purchase — Review of Bid
Results
Benard said there were no bid irregularities.

6. Central Athletic Center Parking Lot — Review of License Agreement with Bauer and
Bauer Dentistry and Orthodontics for Access and Use of 20 Parking Spaces at the Central
Athletic Complex
Benard reported that 2026 would be the third year we would license the use of these
parking spaces to Bauer & Bauer and there have been no related adverse issues to doing
so. The license agreement will be presented to the Board for action in December or
January.

7. Prairie Avenue Office Building — Review of lease with Computer System Innovations
for Lease of Office Space
Benard reported that the long term tenant requires one office and use of shared meeting
space. The lease will be presented to the Board for action in December or January.

8. Government Relations Services — Review of Agreement with Government Navigation
Group for Legislative and Administrative Advocacy
Benard reviewed the benefits of this relationship and highlighted 2025 successes. The
agreement will be presented to the Board for action in December or January.

9. Management of Information Technology Services — Review of Extension of

Agreement for Management of Information Technology Services

As previously reported, the current four-year agreement will conclude at the end of 2025
and based on the long term success of our engagement with AIE, Benard will negotiate a
renewal vs seeking proposals from competitive vendors. To inform the negotiation of the
renewal, Benard contracted with a third party consultant to complete an assessment of the
work completed by AIE however the third party assessment was not completed in time to
meet the deadline for presenting a renewal recommendation to the park board this month.
This contract extension calls for a month to month continuation of the current agreement
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at current pricing. The agreement renewal recommendation will be presented to the
Board for action in January or February.

10. Resolution 2025-05 Concerning the Release of Certain Closed Session Minutes —
Semiannual Review
Benard stated that we will complete this process for board review and action in December
or January.

11. Cosley Zoo Fall Carnival Rides — Review of JBR Fundways payment of $36,227.62
Benard reported that this is the same operator that provides carnival services for the
Cream of Wheaton. The payment represents a split of proceeds between JBR Fundways
and Cosley Zoo for services provided during the fall pumpkin fest.

Buildings and Grounds

1. Community Unit School District 200 - Review of Lease Termination Agreement
CUSD 200 has requested the termination of this 2009 lease which facilitated the
construction of two outdoor basketball courts in Kelly-Edison Park behind Edison Middle
school for public use by the park district. CUSD 200’s referendum funded improvements
to Edison Middle School will include the expansion of the gymnasium into the outdoor
sport court area. The park district will see a benefit a we will have access to the improved
gymnasium for after-school athletic department scheduling. Commissioner Pecharich
asked what we are losing. Benard reported that the current outdoor sport court includes

two full size basketball courts, after construction is complete there will be one rebuilt and
funded by CUSD 200.

o

Ray Morrill Community Center Building Automation Project — Review of Change
Order #1

Benard said this is related to automating HVAC system there. Buildings and Grounds
Subcommittee Chair Kelly has reviewed the scope and costs of this change. No
discussion.

3. Cosley Zoo Staff and Overflow Parking Lot Project — Review of Change Order #10
Benard stated that prior parking lot construction as-built survey information was used to
design the parking lot expansion on the west side of the lot. Due to settling, the grades are
no longer accurate. In order to maintain proper slopes per the original permit
requirements, pavers needed to be adjusted.

Commissioners Comments / Questions

President Vires asked Hinchee what the timeline was on the Parks Plus lockers. Hinchee
stated that once we get approved shop drawings, the lockers should arrive in12 weeks. He
is continuing to press the contractor for more efficient responses

ADJOURNMENT
At 5:49 p.m., Commissioner
Pecharich
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