
                             
                                     

TO:  Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM: Rob Sperl, Director of Parks and Planning  

Joe Themel, Fleet Manager 
 
THROUGH: Michael Benard, Executive Director 
 
RE: ABI Force Infield Groomer 
 
DATE:  February 1, 2022 
 
 
 
SUMMARY:   
In 2017, the park’s department began utilizing a new type of infield groomer called an ABI Force. A 
summary of this piece of equipment and comparison to our previous operations is attached. 
 
We are seeking to purchase our fourth ABI Force that would replace the last of our Sandpro rakes. In 
previous statements, we were able to compare the ABI Force to the cost of the Sandpro. As noted in 
the attachment, we do not consider these two pieces of equipment as comparable. ABI has included a 
statement to that effect as well.  
 
With the desired attachments, the quoted cost of the ABI Force is $30,043. Like many other items we 
have seen, this cost has increased recently. We have been advised that delivery can be expected within 
30 days. 
 
PREVIOUS COMMITTEE/BOARD ACTION:   
ABI Forces were approved for purchase in May 2017, February 2018 and September 2019. 
 
REVENUE OR FUNDING IMPLICATIONS:   
The FY2021 Budget (10-101-000-57-5701-0000) and (10-101-000-57-5706-0000) includes the   
following items for the Parks Equipment: 
 
Item Budget Total Purchase 2021 Budget # 
ABI Field Grader $29,000 $28,548.46 10-101-000-57-5706-0000 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS:   
We have received positive feedback from the Athletics department and teams on the improved quality 
of infields utilizing this equipment. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW:  
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
Quote 
ABI Statement regarding  
Staff summary of benefits seen from switch to ABI 
 
 



ALTERNATIVES:   
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends the Wheaton Park District Board of Commissioners approve the purchase of the 
ABI Force with accessories in the amount of $28,548.46 from traqnology North America. 
 
 



 
 

 



 





ABI – Absolute Innovations 
(Assessment by Wheaton Parks staff) 

The ABI Force is a ball field grooming machine that is designed solely for the purpose of grooming 
and maintaining baseball and softball fields. Prior groomers used were the Toro Sandpro, Tractor 
w/rake, and the Superstar Bunker Rake which have been eliminated due to safety concerns and 
inability to purchase (no longer made) the rakes for the tractor. The ABI Force reduces errors and has 
numerous attachments capable of producing a quality product with one machine. Currently, we have 
three ABI machines in our fleet. Two are used for daily grooming throughout the district. The other is 
the ABI Force Z-235, which is capable of finely tuning each field. It has the option of the laser 
attachment which will assist in renovating fields, and ensure safe and well drained playing surfaces 
that the competition cannot compare to.  

 
Pros of ABI Force Cons of Bunker Rake, Tractor w/Rake 

Laser Grading (less cancelations) Laser Grading not available 
Multifunctional machine Multiple machines needed to equate to ABI Force  

High Efficiency (less labor and machine hours 
spent on field)  

Three men minimum needed and more days 
spent to complete a job 

Renovations and repairs completed in just hours SandPro and SuperStar do not renovate fields 
Zero turn radius Zero turn not available 

 
• Old machines don’t meet quality standards and/or parts are no longer available 
• Eliminates the need of a large tractor (significant cost reduction) 
• Efficient machine, one-person operation  
• Multi use of machine.  (grooming, landscaping, grading/ leveling)  
• Laser Grading function adaptable to other landscaping applications  
• Safe and well drained playing conditions  
• Outperforms competition 
• Athletic department endorses this product  
• Coaches feedback has been positive  
• We have graded four fields with dramatic improvements  
• Stand up design allows field to be in front of you  
• Bunker rakes were always an adaptation not a sole grooming machine for 

baseball/softball   
 
Parks Department would like to continue to keep athletes safe, employee efficiency, and reduce 
equipment costs. Safety is a priority for staff and athletes, we believe this machine will contribute to 
this positively. This sole machine will do more in a shorter time and create a better product for the 
participants in the programs of Wheaton Park District. 

 
 
 
  
 

 


